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Course Description:  The course will introduce you to 3 major genres or types of literature: poetry, short story, drama.  It is intended to introduce you to the basic tools or elements writers use in creating their works, to hone your analytic skills, to increase your confidence in interpreting, discussing, and writing about literature, to give you some idea of the variety of ways of approaching a literary text--and perhaps to contribute to the pleasure of living. 

OBJECTIVES: 


1. You should be able to demonstrate your familiarity with 


the elements of poetry and fiction/drama, and the 



literary terms used to discuss them (tests/long paper).


2. You should be able to demonstrate that you can carefully 


read and analyze literary works using the elements of 


poetry and fiction, and 
recognize the skill used to 


"build" them (long paper). 


3. You should be able to demonstrate that you understand at 


least 2 other ways to interpret/use literary texts 


(making connections/reader response papers) as examples 

of other valid ways of looking at and interpreting 


texts. 


4. You should be able to demonstrate your ability to write 


unified, coherent, well-developed essays about literary 

works (making connection/reader response and long papers 

as well as essay exams).  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 


READING: You must read the work assigned for the day and 

              think about the work in advance in terms of the 

              elements of poetry, fiction, or drama (use study 

              guides).   


SHORT WRITING EXERCISES: Reader Response and Making 




Connections will be explained on the first day.  

     EXAMS:   Three exams--100 points each--will cover the 

              material from the prior section of the course.

              Final exam will cover drama and be 1 hour long. 

     FORMAL   Fiction paper (1250-1500 words / 5-6 pages minimum)

     PAPERS:  will focus on a short story topic or a story. 

GRADING:   --Exams          300 points         A= 700-630

           --Long Paper     200 points         B= 629-560

           --Short  





  C= 559-490

   Exercises      100 points         D= 489-420

           --Class                             F= 419 or lower

             Participation  100 points         



 Total

   700 points

I give periodic, unexpected, picky pop quizzes.  They are given 

at the beginning of the time allotted for a work--if you are not 

in class or are late, there is NO MAKEUP.  They are FREE--i.e. if 

you don't get the answer, it does not cost you a thing.  If you 

do, you earn 5 free points.  Eight of those can mean half a grade 

level.  

LATE PAPERS:  Papers are due on the due date.  Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per class period.  Of course, emergencies and extenuating circumstances will be taken into consideration.  You should, however, consult with me as quickly as possible--before you hand the paper in--in person or by email.  

If you know something is coming, get work done early and have someone turn it in for you.  Do not try to turn papers in 2 and 3 weeks late.  I will either not accept the paper and deduct the entire point value of the exercise or I will subtract the 20 points per class period, in which case a 100 point assignment may begin by losing 80 points.  Drafts are subject to more extreme 

rules and penalties.  I will DEMAND a rough draft of the sample 

Making Connections/Reader Response paper and a rough draft of the Short Story Paper and will not accept a paper unless a draft has been submitted.  

MAKING CONNECTIONS/                        SHORT STORY PAPER      

READER RESPONSE                     

*Draft Required                            *Draft  Required

*Late -10 per class                        *Late -20 per class

Please bear in mind that penalties are assigned on papers not because I just resent people who do not turn papers in on time.  

Penalties are assigned because your colleagues who turn their papers in on time can justifiably complain that if they had a week or two more to work on their papers, the grades they made might be substantially higher.  Also, penalties are assigned to apply pressure on you to complete assignments and get them out of your way so they do not build up. 

ATTENDANCE: I take roll.  Absences will count against you.  You will not be penalized for the first 3 absences, but after that I take 5 points off for each absence.  Absences also affect the "grey zone" at the end of the semester when a student's score is "close" to the next highest grade.  I will NOT apply the grey zone rule of 8 points if there are 4 or more absences.  

IMPORTANT!!

You know everything that occurred in class even if you are not in class that day.  It is your responsibility to know what occurred in your absence--this includes changes in written assignments and changes in reading assignments.  I cannot and will not repeat information over and over again.  To find out what happened, identify a "regular" and ask.   If you can find no one else, ask me and I will do my best.  

TEACHING METHODS:  I use questions and lecture in the class to encourage you to discover for yourself.  Of course, poems, stories, and dramas are chosen and assigned because they have a purpose in terms of the elements of poetry or fiction--the study guides will point these purposes out.  I will ask questions designed to stimulate you to discover connections between the elements of poetry and fiction and the text.  I hope to model the kinds of questions you can ask that will lead you to insights into future texts.  I will be looking for students who participate by coming to class prepared with a thorough grounding in the text and ideas about how the elements function in the work we are studying.  I particularly value answers that are grounded in the text and that interpret the text to show how it is significant in terms of the story as a whole because this is the kind of thinking that produces fine insights and really exciting papers.     

EXAMS:  Exams will cover what was said in class.  A 10 minute exam answer is simply not long enough to develop completely new ideas and support them.  It is time enough to demonstrate you have learned the principles discussed in class and you can apply them to the text.    

Exam answers should answer the question in the first sentence if possible and then develop the answer by referring to the text for support.  In class, we will discuss some of the textual evidence.  

You are expected to find other evidence.  

PAPERS: Papers should reveal your own thinking or functional analysis of a poem or short story.  Method, attention to the text, and internal consistency in the subject matter is far more important than whether or not I agree with your conclusions.  A completely new idea that might not be able to be adequately developed in a short essay exam answer might well be the subject of a paper.  

Work on Making Connections and Reader Response should reflect your thinking on the poems you choose to address. 

The Short Story paper should indicate that you know what one or more of the elements of fiction are.  Again, it should also show that you know how to smoothly include text and interpret it to show how it develops what you think the story is about.   

Every paper that comes in (pop quizzes are NOT included) must 

have a cover sheet--a single sheet of paper with the following 

information: 

   1. Your name

   2. The course 

   3. The date (date you hand it in, not the date it was 

      completed)

   4. The designation of the exercise: e.g.

· Making Connection/Reader Response Paper--2 samples

· Paper #2: Short Story Paper

   5. Any information I need to know related to grading the work--

      like "I talked to you on Monday and you said I could turn  

      this in late with no late penalty."  

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others without proper acknowledgement (in the text, by quotes, or in words like "according to").  Plagiarism is theft and a crime against yourself, the educational institution you attend, and against education itself.  If I find you have plagiarized, I will give you an F for the assignment and probably an F for the course.  This course is designed to help you stand on your own feet, not to go running to someone you think "knows better"--whether a published source, the internet, or a personal friend.  Do not use outside sources in developing your papers--the course and assignments are designed to make that unnecessary.  Do not rely on a friend or neighbor to help you--that too is a kind of cheating and frustrates the purpose of the course.  Do not store your boyfriend's/girlfriend's paper or journal on your computer where entries might become mixed--and do not try to help another student by "loaning" them an example of your work.  If you really want to help them, teach them the methodology of functional analysis so they can do their own analysis.  

Of course, cheating on examinations is also academic dishonesty and will be treated with the utmost severity.
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                       SCHEDULE OF READINGS

                            FALL 2005

TEXT:  Literature.  X. J. Kennedy

All assignments are due on the day they are assigned for--e.g. the readings listed under 7/26 are to be prepared for 7/26. 

"Prepare" means to do a close reading and carefully consider the questions and guidelines on the study guide I distribute.  Think of each of these poems and short stories as a practice explication, like a topic you might do on short stories.  If it is a poem, try to determine what the poem means or does: carefully examine the imagery and look for patterns of images, look for unusual word choices, scan selected lines and note significant variations; identify rhyme schemes, alliteration, assonance; identify tone; and try to determine how each of the above techniques contributes to the meaning of the poem.  If it is a short story, try to determine what it is about and how plot, character, setting, and point of view help you to find this meaning. 

=================================================================

AUG 22
Introduction to the course--What we can accomplish and 



"rules and regulations"

        
Introduce and Assign "Making Connections" and "Reader 

        
Response" papers.  

24  
Elements of Poetry: Handout  

    26  
Imagery/Metrics:  How can imagery/figures of speech and 

       
 metrics affect the meaning of a poem?   

        
CONSISTENCY as a standard for examining imagery: 

        
Prepare "Trees" (poem on study guide) by briefly 

         
examining the comparisons in the poem.  The class time 

         
on this will only be about 5 minutes.  

Read: pp. 884-86, 888-89,892-900 CAREFULLY for terms like "meter" "scansion" "line" “foot” "iambic pentameter"  

  
Prepare for class: "Civil Servant" (poem on study guide) 

         
by completing the study guide, marking accented

         
and unaccented syllables and marking "feet"



Read: pp. 814-15, 817-18, 619-620 for terms like 

          "metaphor" "simile" "implied metaphor"

 
"Metaphors" by Sylvia Plath (820)

------------------------------------------------------------------

    29 
Imagery: 

       
Root Cellar (792) 

       
A Valediction Forbidding Mourning (1164)



Ozymandias (1078)

    31 
Symbol:

       
The Road Not Taken (962)       

SEP  2 
DUE: Sample of 2 short papers--making connections and 

       
reader response 

       
Symbol: 

       
Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening (1177) 

------------------------------------------------------------------

     5 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY

     7 
Metrics: Reread pp. 884-86, 888-89,892-900.

       
Prepare for class:  Batter My Heart (753)

       
Prepare: The Span of Life--Poem on Study Guide 

     9 
Allusion (756-57): 

       
Friend, On This Scaffold (757)

When I Consider How My Light Is Spent (1212) – look up the Biblical passage in the footnote.  Be prepared to 



summarize the parable.  

------------------------------------------------------------------

    12 Tone: 

       To Lucastra (741)

       Dulce Et Decorum Est (742)

       Death of the Ball Turret Gunner (1195) 

    14 Song (913)

       My Papa's Waltz (718)


  Do Not Go Gentle (927)

    16 Putting it all together:

       Nothing Gold Can Stay (976)

-----------------------------------------------------------------   

    19 Fixed Forms: Sonnet

       That Time of Year (1238)

    21 Fixed Forms: Carpe Diem

       To The Virgins (1191)

       To His Coy Mistress (1208)

    23 EXAM 1

    26 Introduction to the Elements of Fiction:  

       Read: PLOT: pp. 12-15 for explanation of such 

       terms as "conflict" "exposition" "climax" "resolution." 

       I will focus much more on “conflict” than our editors do 
   

       and supplement these definitions with others on the 

       "Elements of Fiction" sheet.  

       Read: POINT OF VIEW: pp. 23-28 for explanation of such 

       terms as "omniscient" "limited omniscient" "dramatic"

       "first person narrator" and "unreliable narrator"

    28 DUE: All 5 short paper entries: 2 Making Connections; 2 

       Reader Responses; 1 either Making Connections or Reader 

       Response.

       Plot and Conflict (external/internal): 

       The Adventure of the Speckled Band (handout)

    30 Plot Conflict and Character Change.  Functional 

       Characters.  

       A&P (15)

----------------------------------------------------------------

OCT  3 Character Change and Setting: 

       Barn Burning (178)

     5 The Lottery (262) 

     7 To Build a Fire (132) 

----------------------------------------------------------------

    10 DISCOVERER’S DAY HOLIDAY

    12 The Chrysanthemums (253) 

    14 Everyday Use (102) 

    17 Day to Catch Up   

    19 Sonny's Blues 

    21 Continued 

    24 ASSIGN SHORT STORY PAPER (200 POINTS) 

    26 EXAMINATION 2  

    28 Begin OEDIPUS THE KING pp. 1364-1395

       to "Exit to the side.  The Chorus turns to Jocasta" at 

       top of p. 1395. 

    31 Complete OEDIPUS THE KING pp. 1395-1433.    

NOV  2 Oedipus--chorus/scene functions/function of irony/function 

       of Jocasta/function of Creon/etc.

     4  Introduction to Renaissance Theater and Shakespeare's 

        Theater

     7  HAMLET  Act I 

        DUE: ROUGH DRAFT OF SHORT STORY PAPER

     9  HAMLET  Act II

    11  VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY

    14  HAMLET  Act III 

    16  HAMLET  Act IV 

        FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT SHORT STORY PAPER 

    18  HAMLET  Act V 

    21  HAMLET--Character Change, Themes, Patterns    

    23  HAMLET--Spying, Procrastination, etc.

        The Play’s the Thing: BBC HAMLET Video 

    25  Video

    28  Maybe the end of the video

    30  

DEC  2  DUE: PAPER #2  (200 Points)

Final Exam: 1 HOUR: Tuesday, December 6: 10:30 – 11:30.

SCHEDULE OF WRITING EXERCISES FOR CLASS--INCLUDING THE 

EXAMINATIONS.  

OCT  8 EXAM 1

OCT 12 DUE: All 5 short paper entries: 2 Making Connections; 2 

       Reader Responses; 1 either Making Connections or Reader 

       Response.

NOV  7 EXAM 2

NOV 21 DUE: ROUGH DRAFT OF SHORT STORY PAPER

NOV 30 FIRST OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT SHORT STORY PAPER

DEC 14 FINAL EXAMINATION: ONE HOUR!!!!  LOOK!  ONE HOUR!

       FINAL EXAMINATION: Friday, December 14: ONE HOUR 

                                            EXAMINATION

       2:45 - 3:45   ONE HOUR EXAMINATION

