HISTORY 305 01 1: CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN HISTORY, POLITICS,  & CULTURE

FALL  2005  SYLLABUS              CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

Instructor: James H. Fujita

Office: To be announced

Classroom: Henry Hall room 225

Class Meetings: Fridays, 1400-1650 hours (2:00 to 4:50 pm)

Instructor phone: 583-3440  Pager   email; fujitaja@hawaii.edu
Office hours:  Fridays, 1300-1400  (appointments requested)

Course Description: This course analyzes the forces that shaped contemporary America, post-1945. Topics will include post-war America, the Cold War, the Civil Rights movement, the counter-culture movements of the sixties, American politics and  events that shaped the United States in the last half of the 20th century. It fulfills the interdisciplinary course requirement. It is cross-listed as POL. 305.

Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level history course.

Required Text:  Miller, Douglas T.,   ON OUR OWN:

                                                            America in the Sixties

Course Requirements: Students will be required to attend classes regularly.  This is primarily a lecture course which will utilize many films so attendance is required. Students who attend regularly will be rewarded with points towards their final grade. There will be Two major examinations, a Book review, and a project due at the end of the semester.

Course Grading:  We will be using a point system in this class. Points will be distributed as follows:

1 Mid-Term Examination                    100 Points

1 Final Examination                            100 Points

1 Book Review                                    100 Points

1 Project                                                80 Points

Attendance                                            20 Points

A TOTAL OF 400 POINTS ARE POSSIBLE.

Point Scale:   A = 400-360 Points

                      B = 359-320 Points

                      C = 319-280 Points

                      D = 279-240 Points

                      F = 239-000 Points

DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS

MID-TERM EXAMINATION: The Mid-Term Examination will be worth 100 points. It will consist of two parts. Part One is a short identification exercise worth 50 points. There will be a list of at least 8 terms in this section. A term is a name of a person, document, concept, or thing. You are to pick FIVE (5) of the terms and write a detailed identification. You should include the following information: Who or what, where, roughly when (no exact dates necessary), historical description, and historical significance for each term selected. Write your answers in complete sentences and in paragraph form. Each correct answer is worth 10 points. Part Two will be an essay question. there will be two essay questions. You are to pick ONE (1) and write a detailed essay. It will be worth 50 points.

FINAL EXAMINATION: The final examination will be the same format as the Mid-Term Exam. It will also be worth 100 points divided into two parts. It will cover all materials from the lectures after the Mid-Term Exam. It will not be cumulative.

BOOK REVIEW: Students will be asked to select a history book (non-fiction) dealing with the period covered in this course (post-World War II America to present). The book should be at least 200 pages and college-level. It can be a biography, a study of a specific event or movement, scholarly or pop culture. Books must be approved by the instructor before you read it and write a review. A separate handhout will explain how to write your book review. Your review will be worth 100 points.

PROJECT: Students will be asked to search periodicals, newspapers, magazines as well as watch TV documentaries dealing with the time period covered in our course. You are to find 10 items from these various sources and write a half-page to 1 page review for each of the items you read or shows that you watched. Each review must be typed. Include the following information in each of your reviews: name of magazine or newspaper, issue number, date of issue, title of article, pages article can be found.

This will be followed by a summary of the article and a statement of what you learned by reading that article. If it is a TV documentary give the date, time, channel the documentary aired as well as the title of the documentary. Each review will be worth 8 points for a total of 80 points.

ATTENDANCE: To reward Students for good attendance 20 points have been allocated to students with perfect attendance. Points will be deducted based on the number of unexcused absences.

HISTORY  305 SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

DATE                         TOPIC                                                    READING ASSIGNMENT

Aug. 26               Introduction                                                     Chapter 1

                            Roots of the “Greatest Generation”

Sep.  2                 The Forties: Post-War Readjustment

                            The Cold War Begins

Sep.  9                 The Fifties: Politics and Diplomacy                Chapter  2

Sep. 16                The Fifties: At Home

Sep.  23               Kennedy and the New Frontier                       Chapter  3

Sep. 30                MID-TERM EXAMINATION

Oct.  7                 The Sixties: Politics and Diplomacy               Chapter  6,8

Oct. 14                The Sixties: At  Home                                     Chapter  4,5,7

Oct. 21                The Sixties: Assessed

Oct. 28                The Seventies: Politics and diplomacy            Chapter  9

Nov. 4                 The Seventies: At Home                                  Chapter 10,11

                            BOOK REVIEWS DUE

Nov.11                HOLIDAY: VETERAN’S DAY

Nov.18                The Seventies: Assesed

                            PROJECTS DUE

Nov.25                HOLIDAY: THANKSGIVING

Dec. 2                  FINAL EXAMINATION

