AR 280 Religion in Art
Chaminade University

Professor Janet LeBlanc

Janet.LeBlanc@adjunct.chaminade.edu

      
        Course Description, Objectives and Syllabus

Course Introduction and Objectives


AR 280 is a Distance Learning one-semester survey of Western Art History combined with an overview of the impact of religion (Christian especially) on art.  The objective of the course is for students to become familiar with different periods and styles of art and architecture, to understand the development of Christianity in the West, and to learn how art and religion work together.  Upon completion of the course, students should be able to identify specific works of art and architecture, and also to identify the styles of many individual artists and some architects.  They should be able to identify styles related to different periods in history, and in different countries.  They should also be conversant with an overview of the development of Christianity and its influence on humanity, as art and architecture are the reflection of the societies in which they were created.

Who should take AR 280?


AR 280 is not ideally suited to everyone.  The good news is that the Distance Learning format offers tremendous flexibility.  Students may learn the material where and when it suits them instead of being tied to a classroom lecture schedule.  If a student works full time, has an otherwise demanding schedule making set class times difficult, or is residing far from Honolulu, this can be an ideal learning opportunity.  However, the most common problem with a Distance Learning format is that the burden to be consistently motivated and productive falls squarely on the student.  If you are looking at this course primarily as an opportunity to skip classes and sleep in, it may not be a good choice for you.  If you are inclined to procrastinate unless someone is nagging you to get your work completed, it may not be a good choice for you.  If you need a setting with group participation to keep you focused, this may not be a good choice for you.  But if you are self-disciplined, responsible and motivated, AR 280 is an excellent opportunity for you to learn a new subject, complete a course for accreditation, or get a taste for Art History and Christian history to determine if you would like to pursue more courses in these fields.  AR 280 is designed to be an entry- level course for students who have not studied this subject area; there are no prerequisites for AR 280, and it fulfills the fine arts general education requirement. 

Textbook

Reflections on Art, Third Edition, by Janet LeBlanc, Southern Historical Press, 2005/2004/2003.  

Keeping up with the reading is absolutely essential to doing well in AR 280, as this course moves along quickly, and it covers a lot of material.   Given that students are often spread out all over as opposed to all being close to campus, the textbook will be ordered and sent to you directly.  Please be sure to login to WebCT as soon as you sign up for the course and check the email message on the website about how to obtain for the textbook for the class.
Student Responsibilities

· Students are expected to have access to a computer with Internet access and working email.  It is very important to keep abreast of all course communication, so please check email often.

· Students must read chapters in the textbook according to the schedule set forth in the syllabus.  It is okay to work ahead of the schedule, but never to fall behind.

· Students are expected to participate in an online Discussion Board, which will further explore issues in religion related to different periods in history and illustrated by the art.

· Students are expected to prepare study materials according to the guidelines posted on the course WebCT website and also by email instructions.  The image notebook assignment is especially important; all the pictures are housed on the course WebCT website.

· Students will take 5 Unit Tests online.  Detailed information about testing will be provided on both the course WebCT website, and also by email.  Each of these tests will count equally toward the final grade, and each has its own deadline noted on the syllabus.  All tests will come online early in the course, allowing students who wish to work at an accelerated pace to do so.  Students may take any test early, but once a test has expired, it is over.  Be sure to keep track of deadlines, plan ahead and do not put off your studies until the last minute.

· The textbook comes with workbook pages at the end of each unit.  These are not required, although they are strongly recommended as students who complete the workbook usually earn higher grades on the tests.  Students who submit the workbook sheets will receive 5 extra credit bonus points per unit.  Additional information will be posted on the course WebCT website.

· This course is designed to help students learn a lot of information quickly, but students will need to put in the effort to make top grades.  Most students can expect to do well in this course so long as they do not fall behind.  

Contacting the Professor

Distance Learning is designed for people who are scattered all over, including the professor!  I am based in South Carolina, so on campus office hours in Honolulu are impossible.  That said, I check email regularly.  Just keep in mind that there is a 5 hour time difference (6 when South Carolina is on Daylight Savings Time) between where I am and Chaminade University, so I may be sleeping when students in Hawaii are working late at night.  This is most important to remember if you are taking a test late at night, and encounter computer problems … it could be several hours before I know you have a problem, or I could be taking care of your problem while you are sleeping!  Wherever you may be, in Hawaii or anyplace on the planet, just keep in mind that I am teaching the course from the East coast: Eastern time zone, be it Eastern Standard or Eastern Daylight time.  

My email address is:  Janet.LeBlanc@adjunct.chaminade.edu
My cell phone if you have an emergency (preferably not at 4am…) is: 864-230-5444

Syllabus


A more detailed (specific with dates) syllabus will be available on the course WebCT website for students enrolled in the class; this version is designed to offer an overview of the course material to be covered in AR 280.

Weeks 1 & 2:  Ancient art and architecture provides a foundation for much that will follow.  We can learn much about how Western man thinks by looking at antiquity.  Students will learn about Prehistoric art, Egypt, the Aegean, Greece and Rome.

Weeks 3 & 4:  The Splendor of Christian Culture: Medieval Europe.  It is especially important for students attending a Catholic university to have a background in Medieval in order to understand the influence of the Church on artistic development and achievement over time.  We will learn about the origins of the Early Christian Church, and the historical, theological and artistic differences between the Church in the West and the Church in the East.  We will explore the development of monasticism, and how different orders had an impact on architecture especially.   Students will learn about Early Christian, Byzantine, Carolingian, Romanesque, and Gothic art and architecture.

Weeks 5 & 6:  The Age of Magnificent Masters, Piety and Plato: The Renaissance.  This is where students will discover many of the "big names," such as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, and more.  Unlike artists in earlier periods, these are known to us by name, and sometimes their personal lives influence the art as much as the grand sweep of society does.  Students will learn about iconography: how to discern hidden meaning in art.  Students will also learn about the early Reformation and how it very quickly began to alter the fine arts in Europe.   We will cover the Renaissance in Northern Europe, which retained strong ties to the Middle Ages well into the 15th century, and then the Italian Renaissance.  Renaissance Architecture from across Europe will include both churches which may be compared to medieval styles, as well as the rise of glamorous residential architecture design.
Weeks 7 & 8:  The Conflict of Faith, Authority and Humanism: Baroque and Beyond.  Students will recognize some of these famous names also:  Rembrandt and Rubens, and patrons such as Louis XIV, the Sun King.  During the 17th century, theology and politics have a profound influence on art.  The challenge of the Protestant Reformation is answered by the Catholic Church with its own Counter Reformation, and artists take sides.  Students will explore the theological differences between the Catholic Church and the main Protestant denominations at this time. By the 18th century, art throughout much of Europe becomes increasingly secular.  Students will learn about Baroque art and architecture in Italy, Spain, France, Flanders, and Holland, then get a taste of Rococo, and finally finish the 18th century with Neoclassicism.
Weeks 9 & 10:  Toward a Secular Society, Art in Modern Times.  Students will learn about Romanticism, Realism, Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, Symbolism, Expressionism, Cubism, Dada and Conceptual / Public Art.  Christian themes have all but vanished in the modern world.  We will consider how this has happened and what impact these changes have had on society.  Attention will be paid to connoisseurship, as well as understanding the relationship between the artist and his or her public as it has developed over time.

