CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE NAME AND NUMBER: PSY 316, Research Methods in Psychlogy
INSTRUCTOR:  Stan Smith, Ph.D.

TIMES AND LOCATIONS: Monday, 5:30- 9:40 at Tripler, Summer, 2005

CONTACT INFORMATION: 


Phone: 988-1728



e-mail: Stanley.Smith@adjunct.chaminade.edu

    




COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to introduce students to

research methods and the scientific approach to behavioral sciences

research . The focus will be on the scientific model of inquiry, the research

process, measurement, and the quantitative and qualitative methods of data

gathering . Topics will include research design; measurement; sampling; ethics; observational, survey, correlational, and experimental research methods. Research will be conducted by students, culminating with a research paper and presentation.

Chaminade is a Catholic, Marianist university. The five characteristics of a Marianist Education are:  

1. Educate for Formation in Faith

Catholic Universities affirm an intricate relationship between reason and faith.  As important as discursive and logical formulations and critical thinking are, they are not able to capture all that can be and ought to be learned.  Intellectual rigor coupled with respectful humility provide a more profound preparation for both career and life.  Intellectual rigor characterizes the pursuit of all that can be learned.  Respectful humility reminds people of faith that they need to learn from those who are of other faiths and cultures, as well as from those who may have no religious faith at all.

2. Provide an Excellent Education

In the Marianist approach to education, “excellence” includes the whole person, not just the technician or rhetorician.  Marianist universities educate whole persons, developing their physical, psychological, intellectual, moral, spiritual and social qualities.  Faculty and students attend to fundamental moral attitudes, develop their personal talents and acquire skills that will help them learn all their lives.  The Marianist approach to education links theory and practice, liberal and professional education.   Our age has been deeply shaped by science and technology.  Most recently, information and educational technologies have changed the way faculty and students research and teach.  At Marianist Universities, two goals are pursued simultaneously:  an appropriate use of information technology for learning, and the enhancement of interaction between students and teachers.  As Catholic, Marianist Universities seek to embrace diverse peoples and understand diverse cultures, convinced that ultimately, when such people come together, one of the highest purposes of education is realized: a human community that respects every individual within it.

3. Educate in Family Spirit

Known for their strong sense of community, Marianists have traditionally spoken of this sense as “family spirit.”  Marianist educational experience fosters the development of a community characterized by a sense of family spirit that accepts each person with loving respect, and draws everyone in the university into the challenge of community building.  Family spirit also enables Marianist universities to challenge their students, faculty and staff to excellence and maturity, because the acceptance and love of a community gives its members the courage to risk failure and the joy of sharing success.

4. Educate for Service, Justice, and Peace

The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good.  The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world.  In addition, Marianist universities extend a special concern for the poor and marginalized and promote the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.  

        5. Educate for Adaptation to Change

In the midst of rapid social and technological change, Marianist universities readily adapt and change their methods and structures so that the wisdom of their educational philosophy and spirituality may be transmitted even more fully.  “New times call for new methods,” Father Chaminade often repeated.  The Marianist university faces the future confidently, on the one hand knowing that it draws on a rich educational philosophy, and on the other fully aware for that philosophy to remain vibrant in changing times, adaptations need to be made.

Selected from Characteristics of Marianist Universities: A Resource Paper, Published in 1999 by Chaminade University of Honolulu, St. Mary’s University and University of Dayton

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  Students will be expected to be able to:

1. know and understand the science base of research in the behavioral and social sciences;
2. know and understand the research process:
3. understand and differentiate the various research methods used in the

    behavioral and social sciences;

4. understand measurement, the measurement process, and the related

    issues of reliability and validity;

5. develop a research proposal related to the study of an issue or issues in behavioral sciences.

TEXT: Cozby, P . C. . (2004). Methods in behavioral research, 8th ed. McGraw Hill.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:
1 . Short paper assignments. Students will be assigned three short

papers (2-5 pages) during the term. The papers will focus on the

stages of the research process. The style of writing is expected to

become increasingly formal, to reflect familiarity with, and

understanding of, behavioral sciences research and reporting. Other

written assignments may be made as deemed necessary. The student

is required to meet the writing standards set by the university.

2. RESEARCH PAPER: The research paper (the proposal) will reflect: a)

a proper literature review, b) the principles of valid and reliable

measurement and operational definitions, c) method and sampling

design and instrument construction, d) identification of appropriate

statistical analysis, and e) a references page.

APA style format is required for all papers. See Psych journal articles or the

APA Pub. Manual. 5 Edition.

Late papers will lose 10% off the score, for each day past the due date. All

papers must be typed and follow the writing standards of Chaminade University.

Grading:

Exams




40%

2 tests


20%

Final


20%

Papers




40%

3 papers

15%

Research proposal
25%

Weekly assignments and attendance 
20%

EXAMS: The test dates are tentatively scheduled. Any changes to the schedule

will be discussed in class at least one week before the scheduled change.

Anyone missing the test date, with proper notice-excuse, will have to make up the

test before the next class period. 
COURSE OUTLINE (tentative) :

Class 1

Introduction : science & the social research; the research process .

Ch . 1

Getting started : The research question and hypotheses . Ch. 2

Class 2

Ethics in research. Ch . 3
Studying Behavior. Ch . 4

Paper 1 . Pick a topic, state a research question, identify

sources of literature that would relate to your topic and research

question . Type & hand in. 

Class 3

Test 1  Ch. 1-4, lectures

Class 4

Measurement Process. Ch. 5
The research proposal ; Introduction & Literature Review.

Observational methods I . Ch . 6

Class 5

Paper 2 is due. Your Introduction . References page required.

Observational methods II. Ch. 7

Class 6

Test 2  Ch. 5-7

Class 7

Experimental designs. Ch. 8 
Conducting experiments. Ch . 9 Assess progress on Needs

Method section of the research proposal.

Assignment 3 is due. Your Intro & Literature Review, with references

page.

Class 8 

Complex experimental designs. Ch. 10 and 11

Your Intro, Lit. Review, & your Method, plus

references page. Presentations.

Class 9  Ch. 12 and 13. Presentations. Final research proposals due.

Class 10 Final exam.

