Philosophy 100 -- Introduction to Philosophy

Summer 2005
Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Time: Thursdays 5:30-9:40

Meeting Dates: 1/15-3/18

Classroom: Schofield Barracks
Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: tyosbyos@aol.com

Required Texts: 

The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy (Sixth 


Edition) by Robert Solomon.

Tuesdays with Morrie

by Mitch Albom
Course Description: 


A philosopher is one who pursues wisdom.  Philosophers work, through hard and careful thinking, to make sense of it all.  They endeavor to discover who we are, how we fit into the universe, and, so too, how it is that we ought to live.


This course aims to strike a balance between the study and the doing of philosophy.  Students will study the ideas of many great philosophers and learn more about the discipline of philosophy.  They also will engage in philosophical thinking themselves and, in doing so, strengthen their own philosophical abilities and tendencies.

Course Objectives: (1) To introduce students to the discipline of philosophy.  (2) To empower students to think, read, write, speak, and listen more critically and carefully.

Course Expectations and Grading:  Your final grade will be calculated as follows:


Papers: 200 points


Paper #1: 100 points


Paper #2: 100 points

Critical Response Papers: 140 points



Response Paper #1: 70 points



Response Paper #2: 70 points


Reflection Journal: 70 points



Seven journal entries X 10 points each


Exit Passes: 40 points



10 exit passes X 4 points each


Discussion Grade: Up to 10 points possilbe
460 points possilbe: 414-460 pts. = A, 368-413 = B, 322-367 = C, 276-321 = D, 

275 and Below = F
Explanation of Assignments:

Papers: There will be 2 papers.  Each paper should be 3-5 typed, double-spaced pages.  These papers will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied and also to do your own philosophizing.  I will give you a handout listing the possible topics which you can choose from.  Note that on all papers plagiarism is strictly prohibited.  I will explain this in more detail during the second week of class.

Critical Response Papers: There will be 2 critical response papers.  Each paper should be no more than 3 typed, double-spaced pages.  These papers will give you the opportunity to critically read and explain the arguments of famous philosophers.  I will give you a handout listing the possible topics which you can choose from.


Reflection Journal: Each week, for the first seven weeks of class, you will be asked to read a selection from the book Tuesdays with Morrie.  You are to write a one page response to your reading each week.  You will have to do seven responses in all.  These journal responses will give you the opportunity to connect philosophical issues to your own life.

Exit Passes: Each week you will have to complete a one page “exit pass.”  These exit passes ask you to summarize what was talked about during the lecture and in the textbook.  You will have to do ten exit passes in all.  These exit passes will check to see if you are understanding the lectures and the textbook.

Discussion: There will be weekly class discussions.  At the end of the term the students in the class will evaluate the quality of these discussions.  They will determine a class discussion grade (from 0 to 10 points) and this grade will be calculated into each student’s final grade.  Please note that one point will be deducted from your discussion grade for each discussion that you miss.  (So, for example, if the class grade is a “10” but you miss two discussions, your discussion grade would be an “8.”)


Late Work: There will be a penalty for work which is turned in later than the stated deadline.  All work will be penalized 5% for each class that it is late.  Please note that the assignments for the entire course will be passed out to you during the first class.  Therefore, not having an assignment completed because you were absent the previous week and, hence, “did not get the assignment” is not an acceptable excuse.

Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)

	Class #
	Lecture Topic
	Work Due*
	Homework: Solomon Reading
	Homework: Albom Reading**

	#1 -- July 7
	Doing Philosophy

	
	Chap. 1 and 2
	pp. 1-25

	#2 -- July 14
	The Meaning of Life

	
	Chap. 3
	pp. 26-54

	#3 – July 21
	God

	
	Chap. 4
	pp. 55-79

	#4 – July 28
	Metaphysics
	Critical Response Paper #1

	Chap. 5
	pp. 80-108

	#5 – August 4
	Epistemology

	
	Chap. 6
	pp. 109-141

	#6 – August 11
	The Self

	Paper #1
	Chap. 7
	pp. 142-170

	#7 – August 18
	Freedom

	
	Chap. 8
	pp. 171-192

	#8 – August 25
	Ethics
	Reflection Journal

	Chap. 9
	

	#9 – Sept. 1
	Justice
	Critical Response Paper #2

	Chap. 10
	

	#10 – Sept. 8
	Philosophy, Sex, Race, and Culture
Movie: Tuesdays with Morrie
	Paper #2
	Chap. 11 (optional)
	


*Note: An Exit Pass must be turned in each week before the end of class.
**Note: Each time you do an Albom reading you should also do a reflection journal entry.

Chart your Own Progress: You can see how you are doing in the class 
by keeping track of your assignments here.

	Assignment
	Maximum Point Value
	Completed (Y or N)
	Points Actually Scored

	Paper #1


	       100
	
	

	Paper #2


	       100
	
	

	Critical Response Paper #1


	       70
	
	

	Critical Response Paper #2


	       70
	
	

	Reflection Journal


	       70

7 entries; 10 points each
	
	

	Exit Pass

	       40

10 exit passes, 4 points each
	
	

	Discussion
	        10

(Class determined grade – 1 pt. for each discussion you miss)
	
	


460 points possilbe: 414-460 pts. = A, 368-413 = B, 322-367 = C, 276-321 = D, 

275 and Below = F




