Chaminade University
Psych 101732:  General Psychology

Saturdays 8:00 – 12:10 p.m.

St. John Apostle and Evangelist Church

Summer 2005, July 5 – September 14, 2005
Instructor:  
Marie Vorsino, MSCP

Office Hours:  Saturday, after class by appointment

Telephone:  
733-8378

Email:  
riavors@hotmail.com
Text:  Myers, David G.  (2005). Psychology (6th ed.).  New York, NY:  Worth Publishers.

Course Description:  This course provides a general overview of the field of psychology through class lectures, discussions, activities, writing assignments, and short assessment measures.  Students will explore psychology as a group participating in a variety of activities to enhance the learning process.  As with all classes at Chaminade University, this course has a foundation in the Marianist educational values – further explanation can be found in the university catalog and psychology course descriptions.  
Learning Objectives:  Students should, upon completion of this course have gleaned the following from the class activities, readings, discussions and assignments:

1. Trace the beginnings of psychology as a science;

2. Apply the scientific method to solve problems; 

3. Have a general understanding of neuroscience and behaviors;

4. Clearly debate the nature and nurture theories of behaviors;

5. Identify the states of consciousness;

6. Identify a number of psychological “schools of thought” along with the theorists that developed them through practice and scientific experiments.

7. Participate in classroom discussions and have fun with psychology!
Course Requirements and Grading:
Course grades are based on the quality completion of the following:

A.  Assigned Reading Responses – 7 @ 10 points each
=
70 points

B.  Class Attendance/Participation – 9 @ 5 points each
= 
35 points

C.  Class Activities – 9 @ 10 points each


=
90 points
D.  Take Home Midterm – 1 @ 50 points


=
50 points

E.  In-class Final Exam – 1 @ 50 points 


= 
50 points

F.  Freebie – 1 @ 5 points




=
  5 points


TOTAL





=        300 POINTS

Description of Course Requirements:

A. Assigned Reading Reponses – Seven reading responses will be assigned throughout the course.  The assigned reading will be handed out in class.  A type written, 2 page, double spaced response to the reading will be due the following week.  These reading responses are meant to be thought provoking and will be tied in with the chapter assigned for that week.  Late assignments will not be accepted for credit.
B. Class Attendance/Participation – Attendance is very important because we only meet 10 times.  In addition, participation in class will make the learning process more interesting for both you and your fellow students.  Everyone has exciting thoughts to share about what we are discussing in class.  Please participate – this is an easy 35 points.  
C. Class Activities – In each class (including the first one) a class activity will be completed as a group or individually to earn these easy 10 points.  We will surely do more than one class activity per session, but only one will earn you the full 10 points.  You will be given advance notification of what activity is worth the 10 points.

D. Take Home Midterm – A take home test will be given to you the fifth week of class.  It will be both multiple choice and short essay.  You will have one week to complete the test.  

E. In Class Final Exam – A final exam will be given during the last class.  Don’t stress – it will all come together by then!

F. Freebie – An assignment will be handed out during one of the classes worth 5 points.
Grading:

To obtain your grade I will divide the total number of points you earned by 300, thus:
90%
-     100%
=
A

80%
-      89%
=
B

70%
-      79%
=
C

60%
-      69%
=
D

0%
-      59%
=
F

Course Schedule

(subject to change, translated “THIS IS NOT SET IN STONE”)

WEEK

TOPICS/ASSIGNMENTS DUE

READING ASSIGNMENTS







(to be completed for next class)
1.  July 9
Course Introduction and Overview

Chapter 2



Critical Thinking



Reading Response #1

2.  July 16
Neuroscience and Behavior

Chapter 3



Response #1 Due


Reading Response #2

3.  July 23
Nature and Nurture of Behavior

Chapter 4 + 5



Response #2 Due


Reading Response #3

4.  July 30
The Developing Person


Chapter 6



Sensation and Perception


Reading Response #4



Response #3 Due

5.  August 6
States of Consciousness


Chapter 7


Response #4 Due


Handout Take-home Midterm

6.  August 13
Learning



Chapter 8 + 9



Take-home Midterm Due

Reading Response # 5
7.  August 20
Memory




Chapter 10, 11, 12



Thinking, Language, Intelligence








Response #5 Due

8.  August 27
Motivation



Chapter 13 + 14



Emotions, Stress, and Health

Reading Response #6


Personality

9.  September 3
Psychological Disorders


Chapter 15



Therapy




Reading Response #7




Response #6 Due

10. Sept. 10
Social Psychology


IT’S OVER!


Reading Response #7 Due
In-Class Final Exam
