Planning and Implementing Programs for Gifted Students (Summer Institute 2005)

Faculty: Judy Tran

Room 130, Education Building

Phone: 739 8540

Email: jtran@chaminade.edu
Course Time: June 13-17, 2005.  8am-5pm 

Summer Office Hours: By appt.  Please feel free to call anytime.

Text: Colangelo, N. & Davis, G. (2003).  Handbook of Gifted Education. 3rd ed. Allyn & Bacon, Boston: MA
This course focuses on the planning and implementing of gifted programs in both public and private school settings for pull-out and inclusive classrooms.  The areas of concentration are assessing school needs, identification procedures, program planning, and formative and summative evaluation of programs.  Students will also review the relevant literature of current issues of debate regarding gifted programs in America.  This course covers how the term “gifted students” has been constructed and used, the components of various kinds of programs for gifted students, the range of alternatives related to various program components, the needs of students in a particular setting, the current and enduring issues and problems in policy and practice related to gifted education, and the various innovative and emerging approaches to meeting the educational needs of students traditionally labeled gifted.
Course Goals:

Students will demonstrate conceptual knowledge of various constructs of giftedness (CEC # 1, HTSB # 3)
Students will analyze existing gifted programs and develop a cohesive plan for providing for the needs of the gifted in a school setting (CEC # 3-4, HSTB # 1-3-5)
Students will apply concepts of creativity, counseling, and differing intelligences to gifted students in educational settings (CEC# 5-6, HTSB # 6)
Students will evaluate gifted programs and develop standards of formative and summative program assessments (CEC # 4-5, HTSB # 8)
Absences and Tardy Policy:  This course requires 40 hrs of class time for 3 graduate credits.  Since the class is only five days, no absences are allowed in order to receive credit for the course.  Quizzes for the course begin and end during the first 15 minutes of class.  If you miss more than one quiz, it cannot be made up.  Absences are noted at the end of the first hour of class.  Incompletes will not be given for this course.  Late work will not be accepted.

Monday: The Construct of Giftedness
Readings: 

Issues and Challenges in the Education of Gifted Students (Ch. 2)

The Science and Politics of Intelligence in Gifted Education (Ch. 3)

The Nature and Nurture of Giftedness (Ch.4)

Conceptions of Giftedness and Its Relationship to the Development of Social Capital (Ch.6)

Federal Involvement in Gifted and Talented Education (Ch. 47)

International Perspectives (Ch. 42)

Assignments:  

Constructing the Meaning of Giftedness

Working Definitions: Criteria

Equity and Inequities- Socio-economics and minority issues

Issues of Debate- What constitutes giftedness?  Elitism?

Tuesday: Identification Procedures
Readings: 

Excellence with Justice in Identification and Programming (Ch. 11)

Identifying Creative Students, Teaching for Creative Growth (Ch. 24)

Gender and Giftedness (Ch. 38)
Equity and Excellence: Culturally Diverse Students in Gifted Education (Ch. 39)

Exceptional Spatial Abilities (Ch. 40)

Gifted Children with Learning Disabilities (Ch. 41)

Assignments:

Construction of Identification Procedures for the Gifted for your school district or local school (either real or made-up) based on the literature

Rubrics
Testing for various age-groups

Domain specific or abilities specific

Wednesday:  Gifted Programs

Readings:  The Schoolwide Enrichment Model (Ch. 14)

Special Summer and Saturday Programs for Gifted Children (Ch. 16)

State-Supported Residential High Schools (Ch. 18)

Teachers of the Gifted: Gifted Teachers (Ch. 43)

Gifted Education in Rural Schools (Ch. 44)

Technology and the Gifted (Ch. 45)

Gifted Education and Legal Issues: Procedures and Recent Decisions (Ch. 46)

Assignments:

Identify main components of various gifted programs

Needs assessment of a school or school district

Hawaii gifted education

NAGC gifted program standards

Differentiated and Defensible program and course planning

Thursday: Creativity and Counseling

Readings: Identifying Creative Students, Teaching for Creative Growth (Ch. 24)

Artistic Giftedness (Ch. 26)

Talent, Accomplishment, and Eminence (Ch. 27)

Counseling Gifted Students (Ch. 29)

Emotional and Spiritual Giftedness (Ch. 31)

Motivational Issues: Potential to Performance (Ch. 32)

Assignments:

Convergent and Divergent Thinking

Teaching Creativity

Counseling Issues: Teacher, Parent, Counselor Roles

Students’ emotional needs

Friday: Assessment of Gifted Programs 

Readings: Evaluating Gifted Programs (Ch. 23)

Psychological and Educational Assessment of Gifted Children (Ch. 10)

Assignments: 

Formative and Summative Assessments

Clearly Designed Rubrics for the Student Learner

Content versus Skills

Context, Scenarios, Real-life Achievement

Class Requirements:

Quizzes (4@5pts/each)




20 pts

Daily assignments and projects (5@8pts each)

40 pts

Final Project






40pts

Grades are assigned as follows: 

90 to 100


A

80 to 89


B

70 to 79


C

60 to 69


D

Below 60


F

Quizzes:  A quiz will be given over the assigned readings Tuesday- Friday starting at 8am to 8:15am.  Only one make-up quiz is allowed per student for the four days to be made up during the first 15 minutes of the lunch hour of the day missed.  Bring some coffee, warm up your brain, get prepared for the day.  The quizzes are designed you refresh your mind of the previous day’s readings so that you can fully participate in class and group activities.  Each quiz will have five open-ended questions covering five of the six or seven chapters you read the previous night.  The questions are worth one point each up to 20 pts of your total grade.  I will be grading them based on your interpretation of how you would apply a skill or concept and what theory you got it from in your readings.
Daily assignments and projects:  Each day that you are in class, you will be required to produce something measurable to be worth 8 pts per day to total 40pts toward your final grade.  These are usually done in groups and can be turned in as a group, or if you prefer, individually.  Each assignment will require you to be prepared by doing the assigned readings, and/or researching other materials on the internet.  Group discussions are integral to the learning community and to your cooperative learning.  We will be designing and discussing challenging activities and ideas for your ideal gifted program in whatever learning community you teach in- private, public, pull-out, and inclusive.

Final Project: Your final project is the culmination of your ideas and exposure to and of the various gifted programs and is worth 40 pts toward your final grade.  You are to design your own gifted program in whatever you learning community or situation you like.  It can be real or made-up.  For this project, you would tell me what you would do AND what theory or rationale you made these decisions from.  It would include:
1. A description of the setting (school, district, classroom, students, demographics)

2. Program goals and criteria for those that fit your definition of giftedness and criteria for gifted teachers, mission statement for gifted program

3. Your needs assessment- what does your school or learning community need?  What type of population is it serving?

4. Your identification procedures- each procedure should have a discussion of the rationale for using it with a theory attached to it

5. A short description of the gifted curriculum- this can be a short description of what type of teaching you might use with the gifted and how it might be differentiated from the regular classroom, although this is not the main focus of this course and should therefore be short.

6. A plan for how you would accommodate for issues of diversity- learning styles, multiple intelligences, ethnicity, gender, etc.

7. Your summative and formative assessments and plan for evaluating the efficacy of the program.  How will you know if your program is effective in meeting its stated goals?

You may turn in a written paper with examples of rubrics, identification scales, etc.  Papers should be written in standard APA format with correctly written textual citations and reference and should be well-organized and concise.  It should be written in 12pt font, with double-spacing and one inch margins all around.  This paper is due on the last day of class, Friday.  
