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Chaminade University of Honolulu—Philosophy 100—Introduction to Philosophy
Instructor:  Mr. Sears




Instructor Phone: (808) 754-8202

Location:  Pearl Harbor




Instructor E-mail Address:  alimansears@yahoo.com

Mondays 5:30-9:40 PM




Office Hours:  As arranged in advance

Chaminade Bookstore:  735-4789

General

	SYLLABUS:  This syllabus explains all important duties, deadlines, and evaluative procedures associated with this course.  Ensure that you understand it thoroughly.  If you have any questions about any portion of it, then ask the instructor as soon as possible.  If you lose the syllabus, immediately obtain a copy from a fellow student and/or contact the instructor.  Loss of the syllabus will not excuse a student from any deadlines or other responsibilities.  Updates to the syllabus may be issued.  Check date at bottom of each page.


	· All work turned in must be easily legible or (preferably) typed.
	· I do NOT tolerate side conversations.  If you have something to say, say it to everyone.



	· Extra Help:  We can arrange to meet at mutually convenient times or locations.  You may phone or e-mail anytime.


	· This class meets from 1730 hrs. to 2140 hrs. once a week—plan on being in attendance for the full length of the class.



	· All cell phones/pagers off during class.
	· No extra credit assignments are possible.



	· I do NOT tolerate someone disrespecting me or another person by talking while someone else is in the middle of making a point.  Focus your attention at all times on the person who has the floor.


	· All typed narrative work (term paper, reading summaries, make-up work, etc.) will be submitted on 8½ x 11 inch standard paper, double-spaced, with 11-point font, and one-inch margins all around.

	· This class is not a platform for your personal ideology.  Discussions will center ONLY around the text book material and the lecture material.  You will very rarely be asked for your personal opinion.
	· All work is to be submitted only on 8½ x 11 inch standard paper, and shall include the assignment title (usually found on the syllabus) the date due (not any other date), and student name.  All pages are to be stapled or otherwise bound together.


	· This class will challenge your personal beliefs.  Put them aside so you can learn another point of view.


	· Attendance is mandatory--make-up work is required for missed classes.

	· Your are responsible for knowing all the assigned reading material, regardless of whether or not we discuss it in class.

· Email me so that I may add your address to my list so we can communicate by email for updates, etc.  I will delete your address after the class.
	· The keys to this entire class are 1) attendance, 2) reading all the material, and 3) knowing the vocabulary.  If you attend every class, do all the reading, and know the terminology, your final grade will take care of itself.


Class Discussion
We all learn by the attempt to constructively criticize the viewpoint of the other.  Do not be afraid of speaking up and being wrong, because making a comment that is factually incorrect is just as instructive as saying something that is factually correct.  Everything is instructive.  Remember, however, that the discussion is centered on the text and lecture material rather than on your personal beliefs and opinions.

Required Text Book

Stewart, David and Blocker, H. Gene.  Fundamentals of Philosophy.  5th ed.  Upper Saddle River: Prentice-Hall.  2001.
Course Requirements/Grading
	1.  Eight Weekly Quizzes (40% of final grade)
	2.  Term Paper (30% of final grade)

	3.  Final Exam (30% of final grade)
	4.  Attendance:  Limitations Placed on Grade


Course Requirements In Detail:

1) Weekly Quizzes

There will be a quiz at the beginning of each class (except for the first and last class).  It will always be on the material that the student has just read in preparation for the class.  All quizzes are open book, however, there will not be enough time to look up answers and write them on the quiz.  You will have to have already carefully read the material and already be familiar with it in order to do well on the quizzes.

2) Term Paper

a) DO NOT PLAGIARIZE:  The instructor reads all student work, and early in the term knows the writing style and ability level of each student.  Thus, the term paper will contain NO plagiarized passages (see definition of plagiarism below).  Unquoted passages and un-paraphrased passages will be written entirely in your own words.  The instructor uses a meta-search engine, which will locate strings of words that appear in your paper and on the Internet.

b) This is a research paper:  The most time-consuming part (80% of the work) is doing the research to obtain a thesis statement, and taking notes to get the raw material of the paper.  Organizing your notes and actually writing the paper is the last and smallest part (20% of the work).  If you sit down and write the paper a week or a few days before it is due, without researching, gathering raw material, and organizing it on note cards, it will most likely receive a poor grade because it will not be logically organized nor will it contain a tight argument.

c) grammar:  You are preparing for a Bachelor’s degree.  Your written work must be FREE FROM GRAMMATICAL ERRORS.  Turn the Spell Check and Grammar Check  ON  when you use the word processing software.  This is crucial.  Proofread your term paper as you write it, and at least twice after it is completed.  Have at least one other person proofread it for grammatical errors and for content.  (The paper should be understandable to the average person--if your proofreader cannot understand the paper then the content is inappropriate.)  Bachelor’s level work must conform to Bachelor’s level standards.

d) LENGTH:  The paper will be between seven and 14 double-spaced pages (no more, no less), plus a bibliography or endnotes/footnotes.  So, if you have ½ page of footnotes, the paper should be at minimum 7½ pages.

e) FORMATTING:  The paper will be submitted on 8½ x 11 inch standard paper, double-spaced, with 11-point font, and one-inch margins all around (in MS Word, click “File” “Page Setup” “Margins” to adjust margins).  For works cited and footnoting/endnoting, follow the “MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers” or the sample “Arethuse” handout.  See http://nutsandbolts.washcoll.edu/mla.html
f) IDENTIFICATION:  Number and put your name on each page (click “view,” “header and footer,” move cursor to footer, “insert autotext,” “page X of Y).  Include a title page with your name, instructor name, date due, and paper title.  

g) A minimum of five sources will be used (quoted from). 

h) You will review and critically discuss a specific issue (of your choice) covered in the course.  The subject matter of your paper will be discussed through either the lens of metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, or logic.  Rely heavily on your textbook as a source document.  Your thesis statement, which should be narrow and succinct, and must be approved by the instructor.

i) STRUCTURE:  Introduction (tell ‘em what you’re going to tell ‘em), body (tell ‘em), conclusion (tell ‘em what you told ‘em).

j) Write with gender neutral style; give full citations (even internet); most quotes one to four lines long (if more than four lines long, indent); numbers one through nine are spelled out; quotes augment/support what you say rather than saying it; avoid contractions, abbreviations, scare quotes, informalities; clichés; capitalize only proper nouns.

k) Term papers are due as stipulated on the Class Schedule.  Late papers will be penalized one letter grade for each week they are late (papers may only be submitted on class days unless Class Schedule says otherwise).  

3) Final Exam

The take home final exam will be cumulative.  It will be your discussion of the interrelations between logical/critical thinking, metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics.  The same parameters as the term paper apply here (seven pages minimum, double-spaced 11 point font, etc.)  It will include highlighted vocabulary terms.  The written portion of the exam is due on the last day of class.  In order to accommodate different learning styles, there will be an oral portion also.  The last class will consist of you briefly presenting your exam orally to the instructor.  The exam will primarily be graded on the written portion, while the oral portion can only increase your grade.  (Note that the phrase “presenting your exam orally to the instructor” as used here does not mean simply reading your exam to the instructor.)  Names will be chosen at random, and after your presentation to the instructor you are free to leave.  (You must remain in the classroom while you are waiting.)

4) Attendance

	No. of Absence/Tardy
	Make-Up Requirements
	Consequences

	0 absences; 0-2 tardy
	N/A
	Possible to get an “A” for the course contingent upon grades for other three Requirements.

	1st absence*
	Student completes a seven (7) page narrative summary on the reading for the missed class (or for the class where the third tardy is acquired).  Student makes up the missed quiz.  (Non-personal reasons for missing all or part of the 1st class do not count against absence/tardy.)
	Highest possible course grade:  “A” (contingent upon grades for other three Requirements).



	2nd absence
	Student completes a seven (7) page narrative summary on the reading for BOTH missed classes.  Student makes up BOTH missed quizzes.
	Highest possible course grade:  “A” (contingent upon grades for other three Requirements).

	1st absence
	Student submits no make up work.
	Highest possible course grade:  “B” (could be lower contingent upon grades for other three Requirements).

	2nd absence
	Student submits seven (7) page narrative summary and make up quiz for the 1st absence but no make up work for the second absence.
	Highest possible course grade:  “B” (could be lower contingent upon grades for other three Requirements).

	3rd absence (student has missed 1/3 of course) 
	Student must submit ALL make-up summaries and make up quizzes for all three missed classes to salvage the class.
	Highest possible course grade:  “C” (could be lower contingent upon grades for other three Requirements).




	4th absence
	N/A
	Automatic course failure.


	3rd tardy
	See 1st Excused Absence above
	Counts as one Absence.


Definitions:  

· Absence:  A missed class, or, 60 or more minutes late to class, or, any other portion of a class in which 60 or more minutes is missed.

· Ta​rdy: 1-59 minutes late, or any other portion of a class in which 1-59 minutes is missed.

· *Three tardy equals one Absence (Make-up work and Consequences above apply to class wherein student was tardy 3rd time).

· If you must miss any part of any class, such as if you must leave early, you must notify the instructor BEFORE you leave so that the absence or tardy can be noted.

Active Studying & Vocabulary
This course is designed to facilitate you getting a good grade based on your close reading and “active studying” of the assigned text.  Also, the final grade you’ll receive will most likely be a function of your command of the philosophical terminology.

First, the assigned readings are crucial to successful completion of this class.  The student is encouraged to actively study the material as opposed to passively reading it.  Actively studying means reviewing the readings first to establish a context, and then reading through the material fairly quickly, concentrating on only the overall or key ideas.  Then, the material should be read again more slowly--this second pass is when a more thorough understanding takes place.

Second, active studying means actively seeking out word definitions.  Language is power.  Mastery of vocabulary is fundamental to succeeding in the university, in raising your IQ, in getting promoted, in learning any discipline, or in securing a high paying job/career.  If you can speak the lingo you have a tremendous advantage.  By memorizing and correctly using key terminology in philosophy, you demonstrate that you have gained control over the subject.  Use a dictionary of philosophy to look up words that are new to you.  Two Internet sources are:     

http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/    and    http://www.swif.uniba.it/lei/foldop/contents.html
Academic Honesty/Plagiarism
Academic honesty is central to learning and scholarship.  Violations of the principle of academic honesty are extremely serious and cannot be tolerated.  Cheating will be dealt with strictly and swiftly, and I will recommend to the administration of Chaminade University the strongest possible punitive measures.  

plagiarism (claiming another’s writing as your own) will not be tolerated.  Five (major) words in a row that appear in your written work and in an Internet or published source is considered plagiarism.   In addition to whatever action is taken by Chaminade University, note also that active US military personnel on a military base are subject to punishment under the UCMJ.

Class Schedule  (Subject to minor amendment)
	Date
	Topic of Lecture/Discussion:
	Assignments/Reading Due For Next Week:

	Week #1:  4/4/05
	Attendance (every class)

Discussion of syllabus and expectations

Interviewer/Interviewee

Lecture/Discussion: General Introduction 

To Philosophy (MELE);

Group Activity (always submit in writing)
	Reading:  Part 1 (What is Philosophy?)

	Week #2:  4/11/05
	Quiz Part I

Lecture/Discussion: Part I

Group Activity


	Reading:  Part 2 (Thinking About Thinking—Logic) pp. 28-59; 72-75 (Fallacies)



	Week #3:  4/18/05
	Quiz Part 2

Discuss Term papers

Lecture/Discussion Apology

Lecture/Discussion: Part 2

Group Activity: Fallacies


	Reading: Part 4 How Do We Know?—Epistemology) pp. 150-204.

	Week #4:  4/25/05
	Quiz #1 Part 4

Lecture/Discussion: Part 4

Group Activity


	Reading: Part 4 How Do We Know?—Epistemology) pp. 150-204.

	Week #5:  5/2/05
	Quiz #2 Part 4

Lecture/Discussion: Part 4

Group Activity
	Reading: Part 5 (What Ought We To Do?—Ethics)  pp. 217-239, 254-275.


	Week #6:  5/9/05
	Submit term paper thesis statement for approval (or earlier)
Quiz Part 5

Lecture/Discussion: Part 5

TNG Episode:  “Ethics”

Group Activity
	Reading Part 6 (Philosophy of Religion) pp. 278-293; 328-336

	Week #7:  5/16/05
	Quiz Part 6

Lecture/Discussion: Part 6

Group Activity


	Reading:  Part 3 (What is Real? —Metaphysics) pp. 82-103, 111-116, 128-139, Plus TNG Handout “Measure of a Man”

Reading: “Nature Alive”  (From Whitehead, Modes of Thought pp. 202-232)

	Week #8:  5/23/05
	Submit Term Paper (or email to instructor by 5/30/05)
Quiz #1 Part 3

Lecture/Discussion: Part 3

TNG Episode:  “Measure of a Man”

Group Activity
	Reading:  Part 3 (What is Real? —Metaphysics) pp. 82-103, 111-116, 128-139, Plus TNG Handout “Measure of a Man”

Reading: “Nature Alive”  (From Whitehead, Modes of Thought pp. 202-232)

	5/30/05
	 HOLIDAY, NO CLASS HELD
	Recommend beginning putting together Final Exam week of 5/30/05

	Week #9:  6/6/05
	Quiz #2 Part 3

Lecture/Discussion: Part 3

“What The Bleep Do We Know?”

Group Activity
	Reading Part 8:  (Social and Political Philosophy) pp. 380-420.  (You MUST discuss part 8 on your final exam)

	Week #10:  6/13/05
	Final Exam
	Good Luck: have a nice, philosophical life.


NOTES:
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