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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS:

The Scott Foresman Handbook for Writers (seventh edition)

The Contemporary Reader (eighth edition)

Mtg    Date
MATERIALS TO BE COVERED

1.  T    4/05
Course introduction and overview.



Read Chapter 1, giving special attention to chart/checklists on 8, 10, 12.



In-class writing sample.



2.  Th  4/07
Finding and refining a topic 15-28, 675-679.



Preliminary topic for research paper.


Constructing a thesis 30-35.



In-class writing: thesis sentence.

3.  T    4/12  
Working with paragraphs 230-245, 246-254.



Managing transitions 255-265.



In-class writing: paragraph

4.  Th
4/14
Writing a powerful argument 168-190.



Choosing a title 49-50. Title page 823.



Assignment: argument paper.

5.  T
4/19
Argument paper due.


Organizing a writing project 36-44.

                        Writing a successful academic paper 102-110.

6.  Th
4/21
Reading and thinking critically 142-155.

Writing a summary 731-736, 747.



In-class writing: summary.



Assignment: summarizing an essay.

7.  T
4/26  
Summary paper due.
 

Planning the research project 679-687.



Finding information 688-718.

 8.  Th
4/28
Evaluating and using sources 719-729.



Using paraphrase 734, 736-741.

  9.  T
 5/03
 Synthesizing multi-source materials.



 Handouts on synthesis.



 Assignment: synthesis paper on essays from The Contemporary Reader.
10.  Th
 5/05     Documenting a research project 742-750. 

 Videotape on writing a research paper. 

11.  T    5/10
 Synthesis paper due.


 Documenting sources and handling quotations 751-757.

 What is documentation? 770-779.

12.  Th  5/12
 Taking effective notes 683-684.



 Writing an annotated bibliography 105-109, 681-683.



 Assignment: 50 note cards and 8-10 bibliography cards

13.  T    5/17
 Using MLA documentation 780-833.



 Work on cards.

14.  Th  5/19     Outlining a paper 44-48.



 In-class writing: outline.



 Assignment: research paper outline.

15.  T    5/24
 Writing a literary analysis 203-227.



 Work on cards and outline. 

16.  Th  5/26
 Note cards and bibliography cards due.


 Writing on essay examinations 110-118.

17.  T
 5/31
 Formal sentence outline due (a complete sentence for each entry).

 
 Writing a draft 51-61.



 Work on draft of research paper.

18.  Th  6/02
 Revising, editing, and proofreading 62-84.



 How is writing evaluated? 83-96.

 Work on research paper.

19.  T
6/07
 Completing the writing project 758-768.



 Work on research paper.

20.  Th
 6/09 
 Final exam: Completed research paper due.


 Course evaluation.

NOTES:                                                                                                                                                     

1. Students are expected to maintain the syllabus and to submit all assignments on time. 

2. Grades will be based on the quality and completeness of written assignments. 

3. The final grade will be determined by the following: 

        class attendance

10%

        argument paper

10%

        summary paper

10%

        synthesis paper

10%

        bibliography cards          10%

        note cards

10%

        formal sentence outline
10%

        final research paper
30%

