Chaminade –Syllabus

Drama 201/Introduction to Motion Pictures/Television

On-Line Class

Instructor: Genie Joseph, M.A.

Tel: 949-8255 Genie@HawaiiMovieStudios.com
Introduction to Motion Pictures/Television

Catalogue Course Description:

This course is a study of the aesthetic and technical elements of filmmaking.  It includes viewing and critiquing films, as well as basic principles of script writing.
The course will provide the student with a deeper understanding of movies as both  entertainment and as an art form.  You will be able to form a critical analysis based upon both technical and structural elements.   You will view movies for this class that are examples we can learn from and evaluate with specific sets of criteria.  We will examine the social and emotional aspects of entertainment, and how movies affect consciousness and perception.  The class focuses on the structural aspects of storytelling.  You will become able to identify the elements that create forceful and successful entertainment.

As we may watch movies that are quirky and unconventional you are not expected to agree with the opinions of your classmates, the instructor or reviewers.  Rather this class invites you to form an educated and informed opinion as to why a given film either “worked” or didn’t “work” for you for specific technical, aesthetic or storytelling elements.
Textbook:  

The Art of Watching Films  sixth edition  Authors: Joseph Boggs, Dennis Petrie
Assignments:

Readings from the text, with brief weekly quizzes.  Watching movies on your own.  I will try to pick movies that are easily available on DVD.  Students will also have the option to do projects for additional credit.  These might be one or more of the following:  Writing a short film.  Directing your own short video project (shooting and editing). .  A film analysis project (method to be explained in class).  A “creative contract” to show your mastery of the methodology from the text and from class discussions.  .  

Course Objectives:

* To gain a deeper understanding of the art and craft of movies

* To be able to apply critical analysis to movies

* To be able to form and defend your personal opinion

* To be able to envision and execute your own story

Grading:








Total Possible

Class/on-line Participation



25 points

Weekly Chapter Quizzes



25 points (+ bonus points) 

Creative Project:  




25 points

Writing Short Film or

Shooting and editing short film



Final Exam





25

A = 90-100

B = 80-89

C =70-79

D = 50-69

F = 49 points or under

There will be eight weekly brief quizzes on the reading from the text.  

Creative Projects:

You may do one or two (with prior permission).  For those who wish to do two creative projects, this can benefit you in order to increase your chances of getting the maximum of 25 points in the creative project category.  It will not allow you to get more than 25 points in this category.  All projects must be submitted by week 8 to receive full credit.  No projects will be accepted after week 9.  

Note: Each unexcused lateness will result in one point deduction.  Excused lateness will not be deducted.  No points deducted for absence with prior permission, if quizzes and other assignments have been made up.

Reading Assignments:

Class #  
Date

One



-- Course Description – Class Syllabus

Two



-- Chapter 1 and Chapter 2 Art/Thematic Elements
Three



-- Chapter 3 Fictional & Dramatic Elements
Four



-- Chapter 4 & 7 Visual Design & Color
Five



-- Chapter 5 Cinematography
Six



-- Chapter 6 Editing 

Seven



-- Chapter  8 & 9 -- Sound Effects & Dialogue / Music
Eight



-- Chapter 10 - Acting
Nine



-- Chapter 11 – Director’s Style
Ten



-- Final Exam

Reminder:  Weekly quizzes to follow each chapter assignment

Note:  Some weeks have two chapters, and some are out of sequential order.  There may be changes to this syllabus according to the needs and pace of progress of the class.  
Brief Reminders of Important University-Wide Policies

See Student Handbook 2002-2003 for further details.

Attendance & Classroom Department:

Students are expected to attend all classes.  Instructors must report any absence of two weeks or more to the Office of the Associate Provost and the Registrar.  You should notify me by e-mail or phone if illness prevents you from attending class.  You must make up reading, quizzes, movie viewing or any other assignments.  Anyone who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade.  Students with three or more unexcused absences will loose one letter grade.  You are expected to be punctual, unexcused tardiness will be considered absence.  Cell phones and beepers must be off.

Academic Honesty:

Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty.

Freedom of Expression and Opinion:

You are encouraged to have your own thoughts and opinions.  It is not necessary to agree with others or the instructor as movies are also a subjective art form.  However, you must be able to defend your arguments with reasoned theory.  You are responsible for all the information in this document.  Losing it or not reading it are not excuses for not knowing what’s in it.

