
RE/ENV 331 Environmental Ethics

Spring Day 2005
Description: Examines religious perspectives on ethical issues within the context of an ecumenical and inter-religious dialogue in the field environmental studies, with particular attention paid to contemporary Catholic and Asian ethicists. The goals are to assist students in their study and understanding of the personal and social dimensions of these ethical perspectives and learn effective methods for dealing with relevant ethical issues within environmental studies. Fulfills interdisciplinary capstone course requirement.

Required Texts:

Hessel, Dieter T., and Rosemary Radford Ruether, eds. Christianity and Ecology: Seeking the Well-Being of Earth and Humans. Harvard University Press, 2000.

Badiner, Allan H., ed. Dharma Gaia: A Harvest of Essays in Buddhism and Ecology. Parallax Press, 1990.

Students will:

· demonstrate an understanding of morality and ethics and how they impact ecology and environmental issues;

· demonstrate an understanding of the foundations of applied ethics in environmental studies and develop and apply a model for moral decision-making and judgment;

· demonstrate an understanding of the scientific foundations for ecology and environmental studies;

· analyze and demonstrate an understanding of the state of the environmental crisis;

· demonstrate a personal commitment to life-enhancing action;

· compare and contrast the ways that the world’s religions are engaging the environmental crisis and how that engagement is changing them and their practitioners, creating new ways to articulate and live what Francis Cook calls, “cosmic ecology”;

· demonstrate, from the perspective of religion, the socio-ecological tasks that have potential for healing a broken world; and
· demonstrate an understanding of the potentials for religious traditions to contribute to the solutions for the moral dilemmas created by the contemporary environmental crisis.
Organizational Themes:

 Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity

Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that are associated with theory and practice of criminology and criminal justice within diverse, multi-ethnic and multi-religious communities.

Two explicit objectives arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will incorporate into their presentations and final project an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their personal philosophy and practice within the field of environmental studies and ethics. See the Characteristics of Marianist Universities at:  http://intra.chaminade.edu/admin/CMU.pdf
2. The students will research and develop a short paper on the meaning and effects of diversity in the theory and practice of environmental stewardship. This paper is due February 24, 2005 and will be discussed in class.
Evaluation:

· Readings: In order to participate each student/learner must be prepared to discuss the reading in advance of the class. Readings are assigned in the class syllabus. Teacher/learners will expect that you have read the specific materials and they will be adding new material with their lecture/discussions.

· Class attendance: Attendance will be taken. Class lectures, small group discussions, video materials and various other activities will occur during class time so your presence is required. There is also a federal law requirement that we take attendance for those who have accepted federal money for education, so we count everybody.

· You are responsible for insuring that your presence at a class is noted, particularly if you are late.

· Because we meet once a week, I expect that you will attend all the sessions. Please inform me for any planned absences. If you miss two classes without an appropriate reason (sickness, emergencies, and such), your grade may be lowered by one or more letter grade. You will be required to complete make-up work for any classes you miss.
Exam:  Each weekend the students will be required to complete an essay test covering the material from the readings and lectures. 

1. Class project: Students are required to complete a class project. The project is due April 14, 2005.

· Look around your community and identify an environmental problem. Description: Carefully describe what you see and what you can find out about the problem in local resources. Social Analysis: what institutions and cultural/religious/economic assumptions about the environment and natural/human community got us into this problem. How and why did (or do) they contribute to this problem? Values Critique: apply two forms of critique to this problem: scientific assessment of the problem (contact person: Dr.Grabowsky); and values assessment based in a religious worldview (Drs. Coleman and Natadecha-Sponsel or any combination of all three!). (This might mean using recent advances in theological and philosophical thinking from the specific tradition to criticize its earlier understanding of nature and the human person’s place within nature.) Action Plan: Develop an action plan that focuses on immediate solutions and develop an educational plan for long term cultural and ethical change that will address the recurrence of the kind of problem you are describing. 

· This will be a medium length paper (8-10 typewritten pages). You will be expected to have a minimum of six sources other than your texts. 

· Use the Scott Foresman Handbook for Writing (or other approved style book) for appropriate styles of referencing: all quoted materials require an appropriate footnote. Substantial rephrasing and recounting of arguments in your paper require an appropriate attribution of the original author.

SYLLABUS: Environmental Ethics

Winter Evening 2001

Dr. David Coleman, PhD   
Henry Hall 206-O   

office  phone: 735-4826

email: dcoleman@chaminade.edu

Visiting Lecturers: 
Dr. Gail Grabowsky, PhD
Behavioral Sciences 107
office phone: 739-4834





email: ggrabows@chaminade.edu 
Dr. Poranee Natadecha-Sponsel, PhD
Henry Hall 206-I
office phone: 739-4822





email: psponsel@chaminade.edu
	Day
	Topic
	Instructor
	Comments

	Day One

January 13
	Introduction

Baraka [videorecording] / a Mark Magidson production ; directed and photographed by Ron Fricke ; produced by Mark Magidson ; original treatment written by Genevieve Nicholas, Constantine Nicholas, Ron Fricke ; concept and scenario, Ron Fricke, Mark Magidson, Bob Green ,Fricke, Ron. drt.
Baraka [videorecording] / a Mark Magidson production ; directed and photographed by Ron Fricke ; produced by Mark Magidson ; original treatment written by Genevieve Nicholas, Constantine Nicholas, Ron Fricke ; concept and scenario, Ron Fricke, Mark Magidson, Bob Green 
Fricke, Ron. drt. Baraka [videorecording] / a Mark Magidson production ; directed and photographed by Ron Fricke ; produced by Mark Magidson ; original treatment written by Genevieve Nicholas, Constantine Nicholas, Ron Fricke ; concept and scenario, Ron Fricke, Mark Magidson, Bob Green 
Fricke, Ron. drt. Baraka [videorecording] / a Mark Magidson production ; directed and photographed by Ron Fricke ; produced by Mark Magidson ; original treatment written by Genevieve Nicholas, Constantine Nicholas, Ron Fricke ; concept and scenario, Ron Fricke, Mark Magidson, Bob Green 
Fricke, Ron. drt.
	Coleman
	Environmental Science:

Readings?

Christianity and Ecology
Preface, xi

Series Foreward, xv

Christianity and Ecology

Introduction: Current Thought on Christianity and Ecology, xxxiii

Assignment: please turn in a reflection essay on the film “Baraka” that takes as its theme, the “blessing” or “breath” of life, and the interconnectedness between the earth, all beings, and humans. 
You must email the reflection to me using your Chaminade University email account by Tuesday, January 18. (first.last@student.chaminade.edu)



	Day Two
January 20
	Introduction to Environmental ethics and religious traditions 
	Coleman
	Losing and Finding Creation in the Christian Tradition, 3-22

Response to Elizabeth a. Johnson (Losing and Finding Creation in the Christian Tradition), 23-28 

The Moral Status of Otherkind in Christian Ethics, 261-290



	Day Three

January 27


	Ecology and the Spirit
EXAM ONE IS DUE FEBRUARY 3, 2005
	Coleman
	An Ecological Christology: Does Christianity Have It? 29-46

Response to Sallie McFague (An Ecological Christology: Does Christianity Have It?), 47-50

The Wounded Spirit as the Basis for Hope in an Age of Radical Ecology, 51-72

Response to Mark I. Wallace: Another View of the Spirit’s Work, 73-82



	Day Four
February 3
	Global Security and Sustainability
	Grabowsky 


	Christianity and Ecology

Scientific and Religious Perspectives on Sustainability, 385-401

Climate Change: Ethics, Justice, and Sustainable Community, 453-472

Ecological Security and Policies of Restraint, 473-492

Response to William C. French (Ecological Security and Policies of Restraint), 493-496



	Day Five
February 10
	Global Security and Sustainability
EXAM TWO IS DUE FEBRUARY 17, 2005.
	Grabowsky
	Christianity and Ecology

Population, Consumption, Ecology: The Triple Problematic, 402-428

Deep Ecumenicity versus Incommensurability: Finding Common Ground on a Common Earth, 365-384

	Day Six

February 17
	Ecofeminism

	Natadecha-Sponsel
	Christianity and Ecology

Ecofeminism: The Challenge to Theology, 97-112

Response to Rosemary R. Ruether: Ecofeminism and Theology: Challenges, Confrontations, and Reconstructions, 113-126



	Day Seven February 24

	Buddhist Ecology
Diversity Paper is due!
	Coleman 
	Dharma Gaia

Part One: Green Buddhism, 3-39



	Day Eight
March 3


	Christian Ecology
EXAM THREE IS DUE MARCH 10, 2005.
	Coleman
	Christianity and Ecology

Christianity’s Role in the Earth Project, 127-134

The Human Vocation: Origins and Transformations in Christian Traditions, 135-154



	Day Nine March 10
	Buddhist Ecological Perceptions
	Natadecha-Sponsel
	Dharma Gaia

Part Two: Shifting Views of Perception, 53-98



	Day Ten  March 17
	Creating Buddhist Green Communities
	Natadecha-Sponsel
	Dharma Gaia

Part Three: Experiencing Extended Mind, 99-146

Part Four: Becoming Sangha, 147-192



	Day Eleven  March 31
	Is there virtue in being Green?
	Coleman
	Christianity and Ecology

Christian Ecological Virtue Ethics: Transforming a Tradition, 155-172

Response to Louke van Wensveen (Christian Ecological Virtue Ethics: Transforming a Tradition), 173-182



	Day Twelve April 7

	Buddhist Meditative Action
EXAM FOUR IS DUE APRIL 14, 2005.
	Coleman
	Dharma Gaia

Part Five: Meditations on Earth as a Sentient Being, 193-216

Part Six: A Call to Action, 217-240



	Day Thirteen April 14

	Revelation and Ecology: End-time visions of catastrophe and hope
	Coleman
	Christianity and Ecology 

No More Sea: The Lost Chaos of the Eschaton, 183-198

Response to Catherine Keller (No More Sea: The Lost Chaos of the Eschaton), 199-204

River of Life in God’s New Jerusalem: An Eschatological Vision of Earth’s Future, 205-226

	Day Fourteen April 21


	Natural Law and Moral Norms Grounding Ecotheology
	Coleman
	Christianity and Ecology 

Seeking Moral Norms in Nature: Natural Law and Ecological Responsibility, 227-250

Response to James Nash (Seeking Moral Norms in Nature: Natural Law and Ecological Responsibility), 251-260

A Christian-Chinese Version of Ecotheology: Goodness, Beauty, and Holiness in Creation, 337-364


	Day Fifteen  April 28


	Globalization and Eco-Justice
	Coleman
	Christianity and Ecology

Global Eco-Justice: The Church’s Mission in Urban Society, 515-530

Social Transformation through Environmental Justice, 559-572

Partnership for the Environment among U.S. Christians … 573-590

The Integrity of Creation: Challenges and Opportunities for Praxis, 591-602

Conclusion: Eco-Justice at the Center of the Church’s Mission, 603-614

	Day Sixteen

May 5

	Final Exam 
THURSDAY, MAY 5, 2005 @ 3:00 – 5:00 pm  Henry Hall 202
	
	


dcoleman@chaminade.edudcoleman@chaminade.eduGrades will be calculated from the combination of participation (20%); essays (40%); presentations (25%); and Final Project (15%).

David Coleman, PhD


Gail Grabowsky, PhD














5

