Syllabus
Foundations in Criminology – CJ 20190 (Online)

	Instructor Information

	Name: 
	Janet Davidson 
	

	Email: 
	Please use email function associated with this course. 
	

	Office hours: 
	Electronic Office Hours - Thursdays 5:30-6:30 p.m. (Beginnig April 14, 2005) 
	

	Phone: 
	554-7152 
	

	Course Goals

	Course goals: 
	At the end of this course, it is expected that you will be able to:

     •Describe how we measure the 

      nature and extent of crime in the 

      US.

     •Describe the major theories of 

      delinquency and criminal 

      offending.

     •Describe salient factors of 

       criminal victimization.

     •Describe the most promising 

       methods of crime prevention.

     •Describe the most common 

       sentencing schemes and modes 

       of punishment in the US.
	

	Course Information

	Course title: 
	Foundations in Criminology 
	

	Course number: 
	CJ 201 
	

	Course description: 
	This course is designed as an introduction to criminology and will explore the definitions of crime and criminals, the nature and extent of crime, and major theories of criminal offending. Throughout the course we will examine specific cases of offending in relation to the theories examined in the course. Additionally, we will address criminal law, the victim, punishment, and crime prevention. 
	

	Course date: 
	Monday, April 4, 2005 through Sunday, June 12, 2005 
	

	Location: 
	Online 
	

	Textbooks

	Required reading: 
	Criminology, Freda Adler, Gerhard O.W. Mueller, and William S. Laufer, McGraw Hill, Fifth Edition / 2004 
	

	Course Requirements

	Requirements: 
	You must log on to this site at least once a week. Weekly postings are a must for this course and will encompass 33% of your final grade. The discussion board and your postings will help replicate the physical classroom experience. It is up to you to keep up with the assignments as outlined in this syllabus. You should not count on weekly reminders for assignments, postings, or quizzes that are due. 
	

	Grading

	:
	Weekly Quiz - Multiple Choice/Short Answer (10 total possible points each/total of 100) - 22.2%

Weekly Discussion Postings (10 total possible points each/total of 100 points) - 22.2%

Weeky Reaction Discussion Postings (10 points each / total of 50 points) - 11.1%

4 Short Writing Assignments (25 total possible points each/total 100 points) - 22.2%

Final Exam (100 possible points)  - 22.2%

A = 405-450 points

B =  360-404 points

C = 315-359 points

D =  270-314 points

F =  269 points and below

********************************

Other notes about grading assignments:

     * Late assignments will be accepted for the short writing assignments.  However, please note that 5 points will be deducted for each this assignment is late.  The late period begins once the deadline for submission passes.

     *Discussion postings and reaction postings will also be accepted late.  However, 2 points will be deducted for each week it is late.  The late period egins once the deadline for submission passes.

     *Quizzes must be taken by the due date.

     *THe Final Exam must be taken on the specified date of June 11, 2005.  No make up exams will be allowed.

IT IS UP TO YOU TO PERIODICALLY CHECK YOUR GRADES AS POSTED ON THIS SITE.  DO NOT JUST ASSUME THAT I HAVE RECEIVED YOUR ASSIGNMENTS.  DO THIS AND YOU SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED BY YOUR FINAL GRADE!!!!!!
	

	Lesson One: Week of April 4, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, April 4, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	The scope of criminology.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapter 1
	

	Assignments: 
	2 Discussion Postings:

1. Introduction

2. Weekly Discussion Posting

3. Weekly Quiz

4. Student Pre-test

****ASSIGNMENTS (POSTINGS & QUIZ) MUST BE MADE BY 6:00 PM, April 10, 2005****
	

	Lesson Two: Week of April 11, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, April 11, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	Measuring the nature and extent of crime  and major schools of thought  (explanations) of criminal offending.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapters 2 & 3
	

	Assignments: 
	1.  Weekly Discussion Posting

2. Weekly Quiz

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, April 17, 2005****
	

	Lesson Three: Week of April 18, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, April 18, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	Psychological and Biological explanations of crime and criminal behavior.


	

	Readings: 
	Chapter 4
	

	Assignments: 
	1.  Weekly Discussion Posting

2.   Weekly Quiz

3. Short  Writing Assignment #1 Due (Instructions will be given at beginning of week.)

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, April 24, 2005****
	

	Lesson Four: Week of April 25, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, April 25, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	Strain and cultural deviance theory of criminal offending.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapter 5
	

	Assignments: 
	1.  Weekly discussion posting.

2.   Weekly quiz.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, May 1, 2005****
	

	Lesson Five: Week of May 2, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, May 2, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	The formation  of subcultures and explanations of criminal offending.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapter 6
	

	Assignments: 
	1. Weekly discussion posting.

2. Weekly quiz.

3. Short writing assignment #2 due.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, May 8, 2005****
	

	Lesson Six: Week of May 9, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, May 9, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	A social control theory of crime.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapter 7
	

	Assignments: 
	1.  Weekly Discussion Posting.

2. Weekly Quiz.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, May 15, 2005****
	

	Lesson Seven: Week of May 16, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, May 16, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	Labeling, conflict, and radical theories of criminal offending.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapter 8
	

	Assignments: 
	1.   Weekly discussion posting.

2.   Weekly quiz.

3.   Short writing assignment  #3 due.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, May 22, 2005***
	

	Lesson Eight: Week of May 23, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, May 23, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	An environmental theory of crime and violent crime types. 
	

	Readings: 
	Chapters 9 & 10
	

	Assignments: 
	1.  Weekly discussion posting.

2.   Weekly quiz.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, May 29, 2005****
	

	Lesson Nine: Week of May 30, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, May 30, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	Crimes against property, white-collar, and corporate crime.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapters 11 & 12
	

	Assignments: 
	1.  Weekly discussion posting.

2.  Weekly quiz.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, June 5, 2005****
	

	Lesson Ten: Week of June 6, 2005

	Date: 
	Monday, June 6, 2005 
	

	Topics: 
	Public order crimes and internattitonal & comparative criminology.
	

	Readings: 
	Chapters 13  & 14
	

	Assignments: 
	1.    Weekly discussion posting.

2.   Weekly quiz.

3.  Short writing assignment  #4 due.

****ASSIGNMENTS DUE BY 6:00 PM, June 12, 2005****
	

	Final Exam: June 11, 2005

	:
	The final exam will be scheduled online. You must take the exam on this day and you must complete the exam within 2 hours of opening it.  More information will be available as the exam time nears.  
	

	Other

	:
	Instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus.  Additional readings and assignments may be added during the quarter. 
	

	Learning Outcome Assessment
	

	
	1. What are the 2 major sources of national crime data for the US?

2. _________ theory attempts to example why people conform, rather than why they commit crime.

3. _________ theory explains crime in terms of one’s social environment in which positive norms and values may have collapsed.

4. Describe the difference between primary and secondary deviance, according to labeling theory.

5. According to routine activities approach theory, what 3 elements are required for a crime to occur?

6. Give 3 elements of white-collar crime that make it different from so-called street or violent crimes.

7. Are most violent crimes inter- or intra-racial?

8. Are most criminal homicides inter- or intra-gender?

9. Are most rapes committed by a stranger or someone known to the victim?

10. What is the difference between determinate and indeterminate sentencing in the United States?
	


Criminal Justice 201

This course develops and assesses the skills and competencies for the General Education Core requirement of demonstrating an understanding of the Behavioral Sciences.

Marianist Values Assessment

Indicate in response to each statement your position.

1. This course encouraged participation from students of all faiths, cultures, races, nationality and ethnicity.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

2. This course allowed and fostered interaction between students and teacher.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

3. This course challenged students to excellence and maturity.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

4. This course promoted the dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people.

Strongly agree

Agree

Disagree
Strongly Disagree

5. This course recognized and adapted to the ever-changing world of criminal justice.


Strongly agree

Agree
    Disagree
Strongly Disagree
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