Chaminade University

Psych 424 Abnormal Psychology

Fridays 1730 – 2130; Pearl Harbor

Instructor Patrick A. Wade MSCP, CSAC

Phone 392-9245 E-mail freedomrecoveryservices@verizon.net 


Text: 
Fundamentals of  Abnormal Psychology; Comer; 4th Ed., 2005 with Student Work Book
Course Description

This course has been designed for individuals entering the counseling and will explore both normal and abnormal human behavior. This course will focus on biological and environmental determinants of abnormal behavior, symptomatology, assessment, and intervention strategies 

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, through active participation, reading, writing, discussion, critical thinking, self-examination, exams, quizzes, reaction papers, and presentations, students will demonstrate an understanding of the following: 
· the historical, cultural, and societal factors related to understanding abnormal behavior; 

· the biological, psychological, environmental, and social cultural factors affecting the development of abnormal behavior; 

· the legal and ethical issues related to identification and treatment of abnormal behavior; 

· the cross-cultural issues related to abnormal behavior; 

· current research related to abnormal psychology; 

· abnormal behavior based on biological, psychodynamic, behavioral, cognitive, humanistic, existential, and social-cultural models of psychological abnormality; 

· the current issues related to abnormal psychology.

· of the scientific method relative to abnormal psychology.
Students Needing Assistance 

Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  If you require assistance please contact Dr. Don Kopf  ph# 735-4845 or Dr. June Yasuhara ph# 739-4603  at the counseling center (office is next to security) in order to determine your needs and to ensure the student meets the requirements for documentation as being disabled under ADA
Quizzes

There will be a quiz at the beginning of each class session to re-examine the information from the previous week.  The questions on the quizzes will be Multiple Choice Questions. 

Chapter Presentations

Each Student will be required to present a chapter to the class beginning with chapter 4.  

Paper

Each Student will select a disorder from the text, (Chapters 4 through 15).  Once you have identified your topic, you must choose one of the five perspectives, i.e. Socio-cultural, Psychodynamic, Humanistic, Cognitive, or Biological, to view and treat the disorder.  You will describe the disorder.  As a part of the description you should include the prevalence of the disorder with regard to the general population, gender and race/ethnicity.  Once you have described the disorder from your perspective, you must then find a way to treat the person from the same perspective.  You must utilize a minimum of two additional resources to complete the paper and you will need to provide research that justifies the use of the particular theory you will use to treat the person. The paper is to be in APA format, double spaced with no larger than 12 font, and a minimum of 15 pages not including the bibliography.  

Course Schedule

	Date
	Topics
	Resource Material

	April 08


	Lecture – Abnormal Psychology, Past & Present; Research; Models 

Assessment, Diagnosis & Treatment
	1, 2, & 3

	April 15
	Quiz

Anxiety Disorders & Stress Disorders 
	Chapter 4 & 5 

	April 22
	Quiz

Somatoform Disorders & Dissociative Disorders
	Chapter  6

	April 29
	Quiz

Mood Disorders w/ Treatments & Suicide
	Chapters 7 & 8

	May 6
	Eating Disorders & Substance Related Disorders
	Chapters 9 & 10

	May 13
	Mid Term Exam

Sexual Disorders and Gender Identity Disorders
	Chapter 11



	May 20
	Schizophrenia w/ Treatments 
	Chapter 12

	May 27
	Personality Disorders
	Chapter 13

	June 03
	Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence 

Disorders of Aging and Cognition 

Law, Society and the Mental Health Profession
	Chapter 14

Chapter 15

	June 10
	Final Exam
	All


Exams 

There will be two exams, one at Mid Term and the other on the last day of the Semester.  The Mid Term exam will cover through Chapter 12 and the Final is on the Entire Text Book.  Exams will be Multiple Choice and the Mid Term will have several Case Studies worth five points each.  Please note also that there is a Case Study Final Exam on December 2nd. 

Course Requirements

1. Class Participation 10weeks @ 10 pts per wk  

100 pts

2. Chapter Presentation




100 pts

3. Quizzes 





100 pts

4. Two Exams 2 X 100 pts each   

   

200 pts

5. Paper






100 pts



Total

   


600 pts

A = 540 - 600
B = 480
 - 539
C = 420
 - 479
D = 360 - 419
 F = Below 360

