Introduction to Sociology

SO 200 Spring Evening

Instructor: Suzanne Baker

Class: Saturday 8-12pm

KMCB

Email: bakers@dop.hawaii.edu/suzannecbaker@yahoo.com

Required Text: Macionis, J. (2004) Society: The Basics 7th Edition. Prentice Hall: Upper Saddle River, NJ  (Used copies available at the bookstore)
Course Description:

“Society” is a very complex concept, yet sociologists study society scientifically.  This course is designed to build awareness of how society impacts our perception, beliefs, experiences and understanding of the world around us.  A primary goal of this class is for students to develop critical thinking skills when considering the social issues of our time (i.e. race, class, gender, poverty, and institutions), as well as, how they are studied.  In order to accomplish this goal, you will be introduced to the vocabulary, ideas, principles, theories and methods of sociology.

Expectations:

Students are expected to come to class prepared and committed to the course goals.  I also expect that students will show respect for their fellow students and instructor.  Class discussions of contemporary social issues will require open minds, respect for others and mature communication.

Course Requirements:

3 Exams


20% each

1 written project 

20%

Group Activity           

15%

Participation in discussion
  5%

Grades:

90-100 A 

80-89 B

70-79 C

60-69 D

59 and below F

Grading Policy and Assignments:

Exams will consist mainly of multiple choice and short answer essays.  The written assignment will be a sociological analysis of a movie chosen by the instructor and is due in class on the date assigned.  The group assignment will consist of being divided into small groups and presenting a sociological article to the class. No late assignments will be accepted.  University policy dictates that no early finals will be given, so please make vacation plans accordingly. Make-up exams will be given only in the case of a clear emergency (as determined by instructor), and only if notified in advance.  Make-up exams will not be the same as the original exam given in class.

Attendance:

Class attendance is solely the responsibility of the student. If you miss a class the student is responsible for getting class notes from another student and not the instructor.

Classroom Conduct:

Small disruptions can be a big problem and interrupt the learning environment. Thus, students are expected to turn off all cell phones, pagers, beepers, CD players and other electronic devices.

Academic Integrity:

Academic misconduct is taken very seriously in this class.  Students caught cheating, plagiarizing or otherwise engaging in academic misconduct will receive a failing grade in this class and, in some instances, their expulsion from this institution may be recommended.

April 9th
Lecture: Ch. 1 Sociology: Perspective, Theory, and Method

  Ch. 2 Culture 

April 16th
Lecture: Ch. 3 Socialization: From Infancy to Old Age

  Ch. 4 Social Interaction in Everyday Life 



Reading due: Ch. 1, 2 and 3

April 23rd 
Lecture: Ch. 5 Groups 

              Ch. 6 Deviance 



Reading due: Ch. 4, 5, and 6



Group Assignment Distributed

April 30th 
Exam 1 Ch. 1-5
Lecture: Ch. 8 Social Stratification



Reading due: Ch. 8



May 7th
Lecture: Ch. 9 Global Stratification




  Ch. 10 Gender Stratification



Reading due: Ch. 9 and 10

May 14th
Group Presentation


Lecture: Ch. 11 Race and Ethnicity 



Reading due: Ch. 11

May 21nd
Exam II Ch. 8-11


In class movie- paper assignment distributed
May 29th
Lecture: Ch. 12 Economics and Politics

  Ch. 13 Family and Religion



Reading due: Ch. 12 and 13

June 4th
Paper Due


Lecture: Ch. 15 and 16



Reading due: Ch. 15 and 16



Review for final exam

June 11th
Final Exam Ch. 12, 13, 15, and 16
