Hu 380 Hawaiian Religious Beliefs
Oral traditions and history of Hawaii

Kumu John K. Lake

“Ka pule a kau nei e haipule ai I mua o kou alo”
The akua prayer which thy servant prays before thee daily

HAIPULE- A continuous action of spiritual recognition for the creator during daily activities.

DESCRIPTION:  Religion has, first of all, explanatory functions.  It answers systematically overall “why” questions.  Secondly, it has validating functions, such as sanctions by all basic institutions, values, goals, which count as righteousness, as being important to personal conduct, and to social order and continuity.  Discussion of Hawaiian religious beliefs will establish a cultural foundation in which a clearer understanding of Hawaiian religious practices can be realized.  It will introduce the student to historical, cultural, and religious experiences and the development of the Hawaiian society from pre-contact Hawai`i to the monarchy.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Those who participate and successfully complete the course will be able to:
1.
discuss the meaning of culture, society, and civilization and compare and 


contrast cultural differences.

2.
understand the cultural and anthropological concepts of religion, its universality, and the varying theories.

3.
identify and discuss various segments in chants (oli), prayers (pule), and ritual and protocol (loina).

4.
discuss Hawaiian theology, specifically the relationship between God and human beings.

5.
define and discuss kapu, kanawai, and mana.

6.
identify and classify the hierarchy of gods, goddesses, aumakua, guardians, unihipili spirits.

7.
demonstrate an understanding of the role and meaning of sacrifice and kingship (ali`i).
8.
classify the various types and functions of each of the Hawaiian temples.

9.
discuss the role of kinolau (multiple forms).
10.
discuss the religion and politics of Chiefs.

11.
discuss the overthrow of the kapu system, 1819, and its influential change upon Hawaiian society.

COURSE REQUIREMENT:  This course will be based on the following 

requirements:

1.
Attendance- presence at class is expected.  The university policy is that more than three absences may result in a reduction in the grade.  Participation in the class and other scheduled activities is essential to the success in the course as well.
2.
Liability waiver forms- students must complete the liability waiver form to participate in any of the field trips planned to local temples on Oahu.

3.
Required essay/paper- each student is required to complete a paper, the topic of which must be chosen from the list of topics regarding Hawaiian religion and practices provided by the instructor.  The paper shall have a minimum of 10 pages, maximum 15.  It will be type written, computer generated, double spaced, and have numbered pages.  It must include documentation of references and resources used following either MLA or APA style in your parenthetical notes, footnotes, endnotes, and bibliography.  The primary objective of the paper is to encourage critical and reflective research concerning Hawaiian religious practices, beliefs, and rituals.

COURSE TEXT AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

Prepared units will be provided by the instructor.  There will be a list of required

Readings from the following sources:

Polynesian Family System of Ka`u, Puku`i Mary Kawena (Bishop Museum Press)

Hawaiian Poetry of Religion and Politics, Charlot, John (University of HI Press)

Nana I ke kumu Volumes 1 and 2. Puku`i Mary Kawena and Catherine Lee (Hui 

Hana 1973)

The Kahuna, Sorcerers of Hawaii, Past and Present, Rodman, Julius (Exposition 

Press)

Kinship and Sacrifice, Valeri, Valerio (University of Chicago Press 1985)

Ka Po`e kahiko, The people of Old and Ka Hana o ka Po`e, the works of the 

People of old, Kamakau, Samuel (Bishop Museum Press)

Other bibliography will be provided.

COURSE GRADING

Attendance and participation


20%

100 points

Field Trips





20%

100 points

Required Paper




30%

150 points

Quizzes





10%

50 points

Midterm & Final Exams



20%

100 points

Total






100%

500 points


EXCEPTIONS:
In cases of illness or unforeseen conflict, assignments and quizzes may be made

up with permission of the instructor.  In the case of a field trip, see the 

instructor.  The student has the responsibility to inform the instructor of any 

special needs and accommodations. 

