
MODERN SOUTHEAST ASIA

HI/POL 344 - Spring 2005
Instructor: Pierre Asselin, Ph.D.





Office: Henry 206C

Telephone: 739-8530






E-mail: passelin@chaminade.edu

Office hours: T-Th: 9:30-10:45; 1:00-1:45; or by appointment
Course Information
Course Description: 

This course surveys the histories, political and economic systems, and cultures of Southeast Asian nations from the nineteenth century to the present.  The themes it considers include the condition of pre-modern communities, the imposition and impact of western colonial rule, the emergence and activities of anticolonial movements, the re-establishment of sovereign states after World War Two, the effects of the Cold War, and contemporary regional issues.

Course Objectives/Competencies: 





The primary objective of this course is to help students achieve a respectable understanding of Southeast Asian societies in the modern era. Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· describe common and regional characteristics of Southeast Asian societies shaped by geographic and climatic conditions;

· trace the development of major Southeast Asian political entities in the modern era and discuss their significance in regional and world history;

· distinguish among and describe Southeast Asian philosophical and religious traditions, value systems, and institutions, and explain their roles in helping and hindering the development of modern societies;

· analyze patterns of contact and exchange, conflict and accommodation between various Southeast Asian societies among themselves and with foreign nations and interpret their impact;

· describe and evaluate Southeast Asian experiences under colonial rule and the rise of nationalist movements and the emergence of independent nation states;

· identify and demonstrate an understanding of major events, issues, and concepts that affect Southeast Asian national identities and their place in the global community.

Required Texts: 
· Tarling, N. (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: From C. 1800 to the 1930s, Vol.2, Part 1.

· Christie, C. J., Southeast Asia in the Twentieth Century: A Reader
· Abuza, Z., Militant Islam in Southeast Asia: Crucible of Terror
Grading: 

Requirements include eight (8) reading/writing assignments, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, one (1) research paper, and consistent class participation. There are no make-up assignments/examinations, and works submitted late are subject to penalty. Students are graded on a 500-point scale, with the following distribution:

· Reading/Writing Assignments:
120 points (8 X 15 points)

· Midterm Examination:

100 points

· Final Examination:

100 points



· Research Paper:


150 points

· Class Participation:

30 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

· A = 450-500 points

· B = 400-449 points

· C = 350-399 points

· D = 300-349 points




· F = 299 points or less

Reading/Writing Assignments:
Students will be assigned eleven (11) readings from the required texts during the semester.  For each reading students will be provided a reading guide by the instructor.  Students are to answer comprehensively all questions in the reading guide and submit any eight (8) completed reading guides on the due dates specified, at the beginning of class.  Students who submit additional completed reading guides on the due dates specified will be credited accordingly.  Each reading guide will form the basis of a class discussion.  Overdue assignments will receive no credit.  Readings and due dates are listed in the Course Schedule.

Examinations: 

Each examination consists of two sections: identification and essay. The midterm examination is on 1 March; the date for the final examination will be announced in class.

Research Paper: 
Students will produce one (1) major research paper on any aspect of Southeast Asian history, politics, or culture, pending approval by the instructor.  This paper will be of a length of ten (10) to twelve (12) typed, double-spaced pages.  It must include an introduction, footnotes/endnotes, and a bibliography.  Specific guidelines are attached, and a sample paper is available from the instructor.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions.  More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, which are one of the cornerstones of this course.  It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students will be penalized one letter grade for every two unexcused absences.  Students who do not attend class consistently (i.e., are absent for more than four sessions), as well as students who are persistently late, will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own.  It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F,” and possible suspension from the University.  Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.”  Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors concerned is also prohibited.

Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.





Course Schedule
(readings in parentheses are lecture supplements)  

CH1
=
The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: From C. 1800 to the 1930s, Vol.2, Part 1.

SEAR 
=
Southeast Asia in the Twentieth Century: A Reader
MISEA
=
Militant Islam in Southeast Asia: Crucible of Terror
· Week 1 (11 January): Introduction: Pre-Modern Southeast Asia
· Week 2 (18 January): The Establishment of Colonial Rule (CH1, Ch. 1)

· Assignment 1 due: CH1, Ch. 1, pp. 1-49

· Week 3 (25 January): Colonial Societies (CH1, Chs. 2 & 3) 

· Assignment 2 due: CH1, Ch. 2, pp. 75-97; Ch. 3, pp. 127-138; 182-189

· Week 4 (1 February): Anti-Colonialism (CH1, Ch. 4 & 5)

· Assignment 3 due: CH1, Ch. 4, pp. 193-195; 209-240; Ch. 5, pp. 245-253; 312-314

· Week 5 (8 February): Film Presentation: Indochine


· Research proposal and tentative bibliography due

· Week 6 (15 February): World War Two (SEAR, Ch. 4)

· Assignment 4 due: SEAR, Ch. 4, pp. 82-111

· Week 7 (22 February): The Emergence of Sovereign States (SEAR, Chs. 5, 6 & 7)

· Assignment 5 due: SEAR, Ch. 5, pp. 115-139; Ch. 6, pp. 151-155; Ch. 7, pp. 181-188

· Review session

· Week 8 (1 March): Midterm Examination

· Week 9 (8 March): The Cold War I  (SEAR, Chs. 8 & 9)

· Assignment 6 due: SEAR, Ch. 8, pp. 212-218; 227-238; Ch. 9, pp. 247-254; 272-280

· Week 10 (15 March): The Cold War II (SEAR, Ch. 10)

· Assignment 7 due: SEAR, Ch. 10

· Week 11 (29 March): Film Presentation: The Killing Fields
· First draft of research paper due 

· Week 12 (5 April): Contemporary Issues I 
· Assignment 8 due: MISEA, Ch. 1

· Week 13 (12 April): Contemporary Issues II
· Assignment 9 due: MISEA, Ch. 2

· Week 14 (19 April): Contemporary Issues III
· Assignment 10 due: MISEA, Ch. 3 or 4

· Week 15 (26 April): Conclusion
· Assignment 11 due: MISEA, Ch. 6

· Review session

Research Paper Guidelines
The research paper is worth 150 points, according to the following distribution:

· Research proposal and tentative bibliography:
25 points

due 8 February 

· First draft:




25 points

due 29 March

· Final paper:




100 points

due 3 May

Failure to submit the proposal and bibliography will result in a loss of 25 points for the paper grade; failure to submit the first draft will result in the loss of 25 points for the paper grade.  The final paper must include a title page, an introduction, a well-developed core, a conclusion, footnotes or endnotes, as well as a bibliography.  The final draft must be no less than ten (10) full pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1_ margins on all sides), excluding bibliography and title page.

STEP 1: Select a Topic
Drawing from your knowledge and experiences, select a topic that pertains to one aspect of modern Southeast Asian history, politics, or culture.  This topic should not be too broad nor too narrow; each student is strongly encouraged to consult with the instructor as they seek a focus for their paper.

STEP 2: Find Appropriate Sources
A paper is only as good as the sources on which it is based.  An effort substantiated by poor sources will be without value, no matter how outstanding the prose.  Conversely, an effort corroborated by reliable sources has the potential to be recognized as excellent despite the fact that the writing is not commendable.  Therefore, it is crucial that students, after having selected a topic, find and access the most recent and credible sources relating to that topic.  Scholarly books and articles are reliable sources; the Internet is less so.  Accordingly, students should check with the instructor if they plan on incorporating sources drawn from the Internet into their research.

STEP 3: Produce a Research Proposal and a Tentative Bibliography (25 points)
Having found a focus for their research and considered available sources, students are to submit a one (1) page (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1_ margins on all sides) research proposal explaining the nature of their project.  Along with their proposal, students must submit a tentative bibliography listing no less than five suitable sources relevant to their research topic.  Due date for submission of research proposal and tentative bibliography is 8 February.

STEP 4: Read and Take Notes
Once you have collected a satisfactory amount of materials, start reading.  As you do so, write down those pieces of information you consider of relevance to your project.  Because you will need to reference all citations and quotations in your paper, always include the page number and source of the information in your notes.

STEP 5: Develop a Thesis
As you conduct your research, you will inevitably develop your own understanding of the topic.  This interpretation of the topic should become your thesis.  This thesis should help you navigate through the rest of the information at your disposal and guide you through your research.

STEP 6: Produce a First Draft (25 points)
Having completed the research process, start writing the actual paper.  First, organize your notes in such a way that your thesis may be effectively conveyed. Then, start writing, keeping in mind that as your present basic facts, you also want to convince the reader of the legitimacy of your interpretation.  Thus, your paper will not only provide useful information, but also offer an interpretation that is potentially fresh and unique.  To show evidence of progress, students must submit a first draft of their paper no later than 29 March.  This first draft must be no less than five (5) full pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1_ margins on all sides).

STEP 7: Submit the Final Draft (100 points)
Upon completion of their research and following an exhaustive proofreading of the final draft, students will submit their paper.  In addition to a hardcopy of their paper, students must also submit an electronic version.  Due date for submission of the final paper (hardcopy and electronic version) is 3 May.

Suggested Readings
General Books
Bastin, J. & Benda, H.J., History of Modern Southeast Asia
Hall, D.G.E., History of Southeast Asia
Keyes, C., Golden Peninsula
Kroef, J.v.d., Communism in Southeast Asia
McCoy, A.W., Southeast Asia Under Japanese Occupation
Purcell, V., The Chinese in Southeast Asia
Jeffrey, R. (ed.), Asia: The Winning of Independence
Steinberg, D.J., In Search of Southeast Asia
Tarling, N. (ed.), Cambridge History of Southeast Asia, 2 vols.

BurmaCady, J., A History of Modern Burma
Harvey, G., History of Burma
Phayre, A. P., History of Burma
Smith, M. (ed.), Burma: Insurgency and the Politics of Ethnicity
Taylor, R., The State in Burma
Cambodia
Chandler, D., History of Cambodia
-----., Tragedy of Cambodian History
Kiernan, B., How Pol Pot Came to Power
Short, Philip, Pol Pot: Anatomy of a Nightmare 
Vickery, M., Cambodia, 1975-82
Yang Sam, Khmer Buddhism and Politics from 1954 to 1984
Indonesia & East Timor
Anderson, B., Java in a Time of Revolution
Hill, H. (ed.), Indonesia’s New Order
Legge, J. D., Indonesia
McVey, R., Rise of Indonesian Communism
Reid, A., Indonesian National Revolution
Ricklefs, M. C., History of Modern Indonesia
Sutherland, H., Making of a Bureaucratic Elite
Van Neil, R., Rise of the Modern Indonesian Elite
Laos
McCoy, A.W. (ed.), Laos
Stuart-Fox, M. (ed.), Beyond the Revolution
Malaysia, Singapore, & Brunei
Andaya, B. W. & L. Y., History of Malaysia
Gullick, J.M., Rulers and Residents
-----. Malaysia: Economic Expansion and National Unity
Means, G. P. & D. Mauzy, Malaysian Politics: The Second Generation
Turnbull, C.M., History of Singapore
Windstedt, R.O., The Malays: A Cultural History
PhilippinesAgoncillo, T., History of the Filipino People
Cushner, N., Spain in the Philippines
Friend, T., Between Two Empires
Ileto, R., Pasyon and Revolution
Larkin, J., The Pampangans
Majul, C.A., Muslims in the Philippines
McCoy, A.W., Philippines Social History
Rafael, V., Contracting Colonialism

Thailand
Batson, B., End of the Absolute Monarchy in Siam
Brown, I., Elite and the Economy in Siam c.1890-1920
Hong, L., Thailand in the Nineteenth Century
Thongchai, V., Siam Mapped
Vella, W., Chaiyo!
Wilson, D., Politics in Thailand
Wyatt, D. K., Thailand: A Short History
Vietnam
Duiker, W., The Communist Road to Power in Vietnam
-----. Rise of Nationalism in Vietnam, 1900-1941
Harrisson, J. P., The Endless War
Hodgkin,T., Vietnam: The Revolutionary Path
Hyunh Kim Khanh, Vietnamese Communism, 1925-1945
Marr, D., Vietnamese Anticolonialism
-----. Vietnamese Tradition on Trial
McAlister, J. T., Vietnam: The Origins of Revolution

