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Course Description

This course in fiction writing examines the techniques of the contemporary short story and provides practice in writing short fictional prose. The course provides opportunity for students to explore their motives for writing and to "try on" a variety of fictional genres, including mystery writing, historical fiction, science fiction, literary fiction, creative nonfiction, prose poetry and young adult fiction. Participants in the course keep journals in which they respond to a sequence of "prompts" by recording short sketches and observations. 

Although considerable background reading is required from the course texts -- Michael Petracca's The Graceful Lie and an anthology of "short short" stories, Sudden Fiction, as well as online texts -- the class sessions themselves are conducted as workshops in which student writing is generally at the center of discussion. 

Throughout the course, brief writing projects consisting of edited material from journals and other assignments are discussed in class and submitted via an electronic conferencing system. In addition, two finished stories and a critical essay are also required by the end of the term.

The objectives of this course cover the general scope of fiction writing from the point of view of the author. By the end of the course the student should have: 

· An increased understanding of what motivates people to write fiction 

· An increased knowledge of key terminology associated with the writing of fiction 

· Knowledge of the "rules" of fiction writing 

· An increased awareness of the key stories considered to be a part of any fiction writer's basic knowledge 

· A clear understanding of the two ways of developing fictional plots 

· An increased knowledge of fictional points of view 

· An understanding of how fictional characters are created 

· Knowledge of the difference between good and bad dialogue 

· An increased awareness of the major fictional genres 

· A general knowledge of the market for commercial fiction 

 

Texts

This course requires the purchase of two texts:

Michael Petracca, The Graceful Lie: A Method for Making Fiction
Shapard, Sudden Fiction
Optional: The Scott Foresman Handbook, 7th edition
Shapard, Sudden Fiction (Continued) -- for EN 405
Gardner, On Becoming a Novelist -- for EN 405

 

Requirements 

Participation (approximately 20%) 
Stories and Essay (approximately 40%)
Quizzes and Miscellaneous Assignments (approximately 20%)
Final Exam (approximately 20%)
Participation 
Students are required to attend all classes. In this course, no distinction is made between "excused" and "unexcused" absence. All absence requries make-up work in order to avoid reduction in grade. Missed classes are normally made up via "make-up" postings to WebCT discussions. The course also requires interaction with classmates in classroom discussion and posting to discusssion topics in WebCT. 

Stories and Analytical Essay
Two stories of 1000 - 2000 words each (a total of 3000 words for both) and an analytical essay of 1200 words are due during the term. The three written assignments are submitted as MSWord (or RTF) documents in the WebCT Assignments section. Document format should be in accord with the guidelines in the Scott Foresman Handbook. In general, written work is evaluated with regard to organization, clarity, correctness, conciseness, and creativity. 

Quizzes and Miscellaneous Assignments
Online quizzes are due throughout the term. They are intended to pace the student through the course's required readings and to provide a useful index of the student's comprehension of course content. Quizzes are administered via WebCT. Submission of quizzes is required; they are automatically graded and should be seen as preparation for the objective section of the final exam, as described below. Miscellaneous assignments may from time to time be added to the course study guide. 

Final Exam 
The final exam consists of two sections. The first section is made up of short answer and/or multiple-choice questions similar to those on the quizzes. The second section consists of one or more essay questions. Review questions for the essay section is distributed during the week prior to the exam. Both sections of the exam are "closed book." 

Self-assessment and Final Grade
The final grade for the course will be determined in part by the student's self-assessment and grade estimate,which will be submitted after taking the final exam. 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism
All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student during the term. 

Work written for other courses is unacceptable in this one. There may be limited execeptions. Approval by the instructor early in the term is required. 

While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 

Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course. 

If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. 

Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.



Tentative Course Outline -- Check the course outline frequently for updates. Future weeks of the course outline are subject to revision during the semester by your instructor. If you want to work through course materials ahead of schedule, be sure to check with your instructor first.


Week 1 (toc) Wednesday, January 12, 2005 

· Log in to WebCT for this course and read through the "Help" files there. 

· Petracca, The Graceful Lie, "Introduction," "First Things" 1 - 64 

· (EN 405) Gardner, On Becoming a Novelist, "The Writer's Training and Education" 73 - 97 

· WebCT Discussion: Post an autobiographical paragraph to the "Introductions" topic in the forum for your section. What are your strengths as a writer? What worries you as a writer? Due Monday, January 17, 2005 



Week 2 (toc) Wednesday, January 19, 2005 
· Begin writing your first story. Due Wednesday, February 09, 2005 

· Petracca, The Graceful Lie, "Making Stories" 65 - 109 

· Shapard, Sudden Fiction 29 - 44 

· (EN 402) Shapard, Sudden Fiction (Continued) 11- 42 
· WebCT Discussion: Describe your ideal writing scene -- a fictional place in which your best writing emerges. Post to "Writing Scene." Due Monday, January 24, 2005 

· (EN 402) WebCT Discussion: Write a spontaneous story start that begins with a real-life conflict derived from a difference in cultural values. Begin with the real-life situation, then let your imagination take over. Post to "Fictional Culture." Due Monday, January 24, 2005 



Week 3 (toc) Wednesday, January 26, 2005
· The Story Pyramid 

· Starting with the approach described in "The Story Pyramid" practice on various ways of diagramming two stories: one you have read and one of your own that you are working on. 
· Petracca, The Graceful Lie, "Plot Components" 110 - 164 

· Shapard, Sudden Fiction 45 - 59 

· (EN 402) Shapard, Sudden Fiction (Continued) 43 - 71 

· Edgar Allen Poe, "The Black Cat" 

· WebCT Discussion: Pick a story from the 15 or so you have read so far this term, then write a short sketch consisting of two characters arguing about some aspect of the story (or its consequences). Do not use the same character name/s as in the story you read. And -- Important!: Your sketch should "stand alone" -- i.e. be clear to readers who have not read the story you started from. Post to "Sketch 1." Due Monday, January 31, 2005 



Week 4 (toc) Wednesday, February 02, 2005
· Quiz 1, covering readings in Weeks 1, 2, and 3 

· Petracca, The Graceful Lie, "Story Folk" 165 - 201 

· Shapard, Sudden Fiction 60 - 79 

· (EN 402) Shapard, Sudden Fiction (Continued) 72 - 96 

· WebCT Discussion: Write a sketch describing one of the most difficult experiences of your childhood. Post to "Childhood." Due Monday, February 07, 2005 

· (EN 402) WebCT Discussion: Write a one-paragraph outline (maximum 10 sentences) of a story (any length) that you might consider writing but are not submitting for next week's assignment. Post to "Story Idea." Due Monday, February 07, 2005


Week 5 (toc) Wednesday, February 09, 2005 . 

· Story 1 Due Wednesday, February 09, 2005 . Post to "Story 1" discussion topic. 

· Petracca, The Graceful Lie, "Ways of Showing" 202 - 235 

· Shapard, Sudden Fiction 80 - 101 

· (EN 402) Shapard, Sudden Fiction (Continued) 72 - 96 



Contact: jkraus@chaminade.edu
