Communications 274

Writing For Mass Communications

Spring 2005, Chaminade University

Tuesdays, 5:30 – 8:20 p.m.
Instructor:

Catherine E. Toth

E-mail address:
ctoth@honoluluadvertiser.com
Class location:

Eiben Hall 115

Phone:


535-8103 (w)

Course Description

Welcome to Writing For Mass Communications! This class is designed to help you learn the basics of gathering and writing news and feature stories that can apply to careers in print or broadcast journalism, advertising, marketing or public relations. From discussing ethical issues within journalism to writing on deadline, this course is structured to give you the groundwork you need to become better thinkers, observers and writers.

Course Objectives

· To write clear, accurate news stories

· To attribute information and handle quotations properly

· To gather information for new stories through observation, research and interviews

· To develop story ideas using a variety of approaches

· To understand and apply legal guidelines

· To judge what is news

· To work independently on deadline and within word limits, maintaining a level of professionalism in the classroom and in the field

· To ask questions, to have a curious mind, to see the world differently

Texts

· “Writing for the Mass Media,” Fifth Edition, by James Glen Stovall

· “The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual” (access required)

· “The Elements of Style,” Third Edition, by William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White (recommended)

· A dictionary and thesaurus

Materials

· Mac diskette or ZIP

· Steno notebook for notes

· Subscription or access to either The Honolulu Advertiser or the Honolulu Star-Bulletin

· Access to resource materials, such as Bryan’s Sectional Maps of Oahu and Verizon phonebooks

· Tape recorder (if needed)

Attendance

Missing class will hurt your grade. In-class assignments CANNOT be made up. You will be responsible for finding out about any missed homework assignments, which should be turned in the following class. No late work will be accepted.

Rewrites

Every story, except for designated projects, can be rewritten. An average of the first draft plus the rewrite results in the grade for the assignment. There can be only one rewrite per assignment. If the rewrite is worse, the first grade given will be counted. Rewrites are due within the week the assignment was handed back.

Academic Integrity

Fabrication, plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Identify yourself properly to news sources as a Chaminade University student. Collaboration on individual assignments or extensive rewriting done by a classmate will be considered cheating. Lifting information from the Internet without attribution is considered plagiarism.

Assignments

· Thinking Reporter Observations (TRO): Thoughtful essays on assigned topics that force you to think and react as a reporter and/or reader.

· In-class Assignments: There will be work to do in class everyday to develop your journalistic writing skills. Assignments will vary from short exercises to group work to deadline writing. Selected assignments will be collected and graded.

· Major Assignments: Person-on-the-street, event story, public relations project, speech and profile.

Tests

Quizzes on AP style and grammar, and current events. No midterms or finals.

Schedule of Activities

1/11:
Review syllabus, overview of class

Introduction to journalism: what is news, structure of a newspaper, objectivity vs. subjectivity, importance of grammar and AP Style, basic elements of a news story



Read:

Chapters 1-3

In-class:
Observation exercise

Assignment:
Find (5) examples of newspaper stories w/ explanation of their newsworthiness


Grammar worksheet

1/18:

Writing process, story structure, grammar and AP Style



Read:

Chapters 4-5



In-class:
Freewriting exercise, grammar/AP Style worksheet



Assignment:
Grammar/AP Style worksheet

TRO #1: What is journalism, what is the civic responsibility of a reporter, why is journalism important to our society, how does it contribute to (our hurt) our community?

1/25:

How to start writing: ledes to news stories, intro to persuasive essays



Read:

Handouts

In-class:
Write basic ledes from press releases

Assignment:
Lede-writing exercise

2/1:

Developing stories, finding sources, interviewing




Read:

Chapter 9, handouts, grammar/AP Style handouts

In-class:
Mock press conference

Assignment:
A1: PERSON-ON-THE-STREET due 2/8





* DETAILS TO COME

2/8:

Event coverage and advancers, speeches, meetings



Read:

Handouts

In-class:
(PERSON-ON-STREET due)

Mock event (from press conference)

· Write press release for event

· Write news advancer (lede + 5 grafs)

Assignment:
A2: Event story due 4/12
Write 500-word story from speech

TRO #2: Develop a business and/or product. How would you best advertise and promote your product/service? Who would you market your product/service toward?

2/15:

PUBLIC RELATIONS (Guest speakers)



Read:

Handouts



In-class:
Work in groups on PR project



Assignment:
A3: Public relations media kit for product due 3/1




Study for grammar and AP Style quiz

2/22:

GRAMMAR/AP STYLE QUIZ 1

Public Affairs reporting: government, education, disasters, weather, tragedies, obituaries.

Writing impact, community stories, beat coverage

Read:

Chapter 7, handouts

In-class:
Discussion on impact of news

Assignment:
Write you own obit (100-200 words)

TRO #3: Pick a recent news event and compared print and broadcast coverage
3/1:

BROADCAST REPORTING (Guest speaker)



Read:

Handouts



In-class:
(PR project due)





Mock press conference: write 15-second spot



Assignment:
Take (2) print stories and rewrite them into 30-second spots

3/8:

Statistics in writing, persuasive writing and arguments, editorials



Read:

Chapter 10, handouts

In-class:
Group work: Discuss and write argument

Assignment:
Write 500- to 700-word story on details in handout



Write a Letter to the Editor (150 words)

3/15:

More on speech writing

Accuracy, libel, media ethics, invasion of privacy



Read:

Handouts

In-class:
“You make the call” discussion

Assignment:
“You make the call” worksheet

A4: SPEECH due 3/29
3/22:

NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK

3/29:

Feature writing: ledes, description, subjects, structure, quotes



Read:

Handouts

In-class:
(SPEECH due)

Feature lede-writing exercise

Assignment:
TRO #4: Column on assigned topic



(3) possible subjects for feature profile

4/5:

Feature writing: profiles, anecdotes, humor



Read:

Chapter 8, handouts

In-class:
Work on profile

Assignment:
A5: Profile due 4/26


Study for grammar/AP Style quiz
4/12:

GRAMMAR/AP STYLE QUIZ #2


ADVERTISING & FREELANCING as careers (Guest speaker)



Read:

Handouts

In-class:
(EVENT due)



Work on profile

Assignment:
TBD
4/19:

Careers in journalism and communication



Read:

Handouts

In-class:
Discussion on careers

Assignment:
TRO #5: Cover letter for internship and/or job
4.26:

LAST DAY OF INSTRUCTION
In-class:
(PROFILE due)

Assignment:
None

5/3:

TBD

(subject to change)
