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CLASS SCHEDULE:

	Week
	MONDAY
	Assignment 

	1

JAN 10


	Introduction: Discuss course requirements; Assign Epic Beowulf & lecture on oral history as literature
	Read Epic Poem. Beowulf
Read Sir Gawain, Morte Darthur

17 January-- HOLIDAY

	2

JAN 24
	Epic Lit: Beowulf   Sir Gawain Geoffrey of Monmouth, Mallory,, Clerics Wace & Layamon:Chaucer
	 Video- King Arthur

Read into to Elizabethan England and assigned works 

	3

JAN 31


	16th century—Elizabethan England, Mystery Plays, Elizabeth as a writer, Life of Shakespeare:  Literary Terms
	Video- Biography of Shakespeare-Read –Read sonnets as assigned and selections from Hamlet

	4

FEB 7


	Shakespeare’s sonnets & plays—The Globe: Elizabethan Theatre, Metre and literary Terms- Discuss Hamlet 
	Video: Begin-Hamlet - 17th Cent Research paper due on 14 FEB Read authors as assigned for 17th Cent.

	5

FEB 14


	Finis Hamlet, Early 17th century- Poetry and prose, John Donne, Nashe, Jonson -Research paper due—Assignment #1
	21 FEB HOLIDAY:  Read Into to Restoration Text P 855 and start “Vanity of Human Wishes”

	6

FEB 28
	Restoration and 18th Century 

Samuel Johnson “Vanity of Human Wishes” and Alexander Pope
	Video  -- Vanity Fair
Study Poetic terms for next class Read poems as assigned

	7

MAR 7


	Romantic Age, Victorian Age—Poetry as assigned-- look at edited versions at back- Tennyson’s Arthur
	 Finish Vanity Fair

 Midterm assignment Paper #2—Read poetry as assigned

	8

MAR 14
	Poetry as selected     Midterm Paper Due Today—Assignment #2- Examine 20th century poets
	Pick a poem to explicate—Authors as assigned for 20th century- Explication due next class— Assignment #3

	9

MAR 21


	Continue Poetry—look at edited versions at back – Oral explication of poems 
	Read 20th Cent prose, Bernard Shaw, Read bio of Oscar Wilde and Intro to drama

	10

TBA


	D RAMA—WILDE/ Shaw

MARCH 23—LAST MAKEUP DAY
	VIDEO-The Importance of Being Earnest

	TBA


	Final Exam Assignment #4

EC presentations- Students will be  given :a list of acceptable EC selections
	Final Essay Exam written in class covering Medieval, Elizabethan, Restoration and 20th Century prose and drama


The class schedule may be altered at the discretion of the instructor.

REBECCA BLACK

Email—parralla@yahoo.com   
English 315 Backgrounds of British Literature




          WINTER 2005- Chaminade University

Instructor: Rebecca Black

Time: 

Required Text: The Norton Anthology of English Literature

Course Description:  This course is designed to promote an appreciation of significant English literature including major early works and figures that contribute to British culture and moving throughout the centuries through prose, poetry and drama.  The course also provides an introduction to critical analysis as it is applied to literature.

Objectives:  Particular attention will be given to the development of analytical skills, including critical strategies and theory as well as their application to the study of literature. Interpretation and the role literature plays as a reflection of society is an integral part of the great works chosen for study in this class.  

Students will be encouraged to react to literature in a personal, subjective way and to explore the development of literature as it reflects human culture throughout history.

Requirements:  Attendance is a crucial factor since the study of literature demands lecture and discussion as well as personal response assignments. Assignments must be on time.  Preparation for class discussions is a crucial part of this class.

Grading System:

Epic Works: Research Paper (Historical comparison & contrast)
25%

Explication of a Poem Chosen by Students (Interpretation)

25%

Prose: Sixteenth-Eighteenth Century Response & Analysis Paper
25%

Final Essay Exam: (Emphasis on Society and Culture)


25%

Attendance and daily assignments must be considered when determining a student’s final grade.  Extra Credit will also be offered to those students who wish to improve their grade. 
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