Topics Seminar in Biology






Biology 496








Spring 2005 Chaminade University 

Instructor:  Lisa M. Perry


         E-mail:  lperry2@chaminade.edu

           Phone:  x286


           Office hours:  Castle Building, Room 105;  Tu/Th 10-11am, M/W 9-11am

Time:  Monday 8:00 – 8:50 am

Place:  Main Campus / Henry Hall / H33

Course Goals and Approach:

This course is designed to undertake a critical study of current topics in biology.  Students will present papers and lead discussions.  By the end of the course, you will be able to demonstrate the following abilities:

a) Find, read, and interpret scientific literature in the form of journal articles.

b) Understand the process by which research papers are written and submitted to journals.

c) Be able to assess research articles critically for their experimental design (ie, did they leave any lurking variables?) and / or statistical significance.

d) Present a clear and comprehensive oral report on your specifically chosen topic.

e) Be able to defend your presentation, and also be able to contribute questions and comments on other student’s presentations.

Grading:

The assessment of your grade will be as follows:

Oral / written reports           

         40 %

Literature search / bibliography
         10 %

Participation in discussions                          40%

Ability to us the scientific method               10%

This is a seminar, so that means we are going to present information and discuss the meanings and implications of  said information.  So….be prepared to talk!!!  That is what will make this seminar fun!  I will be keeping track of participation in all discussions.  

Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory, per Chaminade University policy.  Because of the nature of this course, it will be impossible to re-create the class discussions.  Therefore, it is extremely important that you try not to have any absences during this time.  

Spring 2005 Seminar Topic:   “Genetics of Personality”

Requirements:

Each student will present two talks.  The first is a very short presentation of your personality type.  The second presentation will be longer; approximately 20 minutes, and will be a review of several papers dealing with one specific topic.  There are no written requirements for the first talk.  However, for your second talk, you must provide the class with a written outline plus a bibliography using at least 5 sources.  Also, you must provide me with copies of each of the articles that you cited.   

Seminar Topic Possibilities:

Aggression  (ie XYY)

Alcoholism 

Autism

Bi-Polar Disorder

Depression

Drug and/or Tobacco Addiction 

Eating Disorders (anorexia, bulimia, obesity)

Intelligence (language abilities, learning disabilities)

Mental Illness (schizophrenia, obsessive/compulsive disorder)

Seasonal Affective Disorder

Sexual Orientation

Shyness

Feel free to suggest other topics for approval!

Schedule:

January 10th, 2005


Introduction

Take the personality test on the website:  http//www.keirsey.com/sixteenroles.html

Identify your personality type (ESTP, ENFJ) and write a 1-2 paragraph description of your type, and a 1-paragraph REACTION of your findings to share with your classmates.

January 17th, 2005


Dr. MLK and Fr. Chaminade Holiday

January 24th, 2005


Short talks on Keirsey Personality

January 31st, 2005


Discussion of Presentation Topics

February 7th, 2005


Presentation of paper by instructor

February 14th, 2005


Choose topic / short discussion on why you chose 






that particular topic/ sign up for presentation dates

February 21st, 2005


President’s Day Holiday

February 28th, 2005


Presentation

March 7th, 2005


Presentation

March 14th, 2005


Presentation

March 21st, 2005


Spring Break Holiday

March 28th, 2005


Presentation

April 4th, 2005



Presentation

April 11th, 2005


Presentation

April 18th, 2005


Presentation

April 25th, 2005


Wrap up and review of course

General Instructions for Preparing your Seminar Presentation:
Your presentation should consist of three major divisions:  an introduction, the main body, and a conclusion.  Please cover the background information we will need to understand your topic in the introduction.  ie,  what are the various aspects for this specific trait?  How prevalent is it in a defined population of people?  If it is a psychological condition, how is it identified?

The main body of your presentation should  be an explanation of the studies you reviewed.  Don’t worry if you find conflicting papers…..you can tell us which article you found more compelling and why!  

In your conclusion, sum up your findings.  The question we are discussing in this seminar is not whether genetics or environment or nutrition is at work.  Even if these personality traits have a genetic component, the environment, and even nutrition, play a huge role in their development.  The question is what role does genetics play – if any – in the expression of these traits.  

