Chaminade University of Honolulu

RE 607 Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels

3 credits – Ten weeks

On-line: Winter 2005
Instructor: Regina Pfeiffer

Office: Henry Hall 206Q

Office phone: 808.739.8536

MPT/MAPL Department phone: 808.735.4700
Office hours (Hawaii Standard Time): M 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., T/TH 8 – 9 a.m., T/TH 12:30-1:30 p.m. and by appointment.

Email: rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
Course Description

This course will work through a general survey of Matthew, Mark and Luke/Acts. Students will examine the particular religious issues, cultural background and needs of the different communities from which these Gospels were written. The study will enable the student to understand the distinct theological vision of each of the synoptic Gospels and Acts.

Expanded Description

Each of the Synoptic Gospels attempts to answer one of the crucial questions Jesus asked his followers, “Who do you say that I am.” In their examination of the Synoptic Gospels, students will study and explore the meaning of Jesus in each one, and how that image impacted on the emerging faith of the early Christian communities. 

Required Texts

Bible (New American, New Revised Standard Version, or New Jerusalem Bible, King James or a version that has the Apocrypha/Deutero-Canonical writings included)

Stanton, Graham. The Gospels and Jesus, 2nd Edition. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002.

Additional readings as assigned in syllabus.

Recommended Texts

Achtemeier, Paul J., ed. Invitation to the Gospels. Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2002.

Allen, O. Wesley Jr. Reading the Synoptic Gospels: Basic Methods for Interpreting Matthew, Mark and Luke. St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2000.

Brown, Raymond S.S. An Introduction to the New Testament. New York: Doubleday, 1997.

Griffith-Jones, Robin. The Four Witnesses. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2000.

Guretzki, David, ed. Pocket Dictionary of Theological Terms. Intervarsity Press, 1999.

Nickle, Keith. The Synoptic Gospels: An Introduction, Revised and Expanded. Atlanta: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001.

Schneiders, Sandra. The Revelatory Text: Interpreting the New Testament as Sacred Scripture. Collegeville, MN: The Liturgical Press, 1999.

Commentaries (just a few)

Anchor Bible Commentary

Collegeville Bible Commentary

HarperCollins Bible Commentary

New Jerome Biblical Commentary

Course Goals

At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

I. Identify at least one major image of Jesus in each of the synoptic Gospels.


A. Know what the synoptic Gospels are


B. Understand their background and their similarities.


C. Describe the variations among them.


D. Discuss how the evangelist shapes and presents one of many possible images of Jesus.

II. Understand the significance of that major image to the evangelist’s Church community.


A. Be able to identify the major community to which the evangelist is writing.


B. Know what the situation is that is affecting that community.


C. Describe how that image meets the needs of the community.

D. Discuss how important that image is for contemporary Christianity.
Course Requirements

Class participation – 20%

Students are expected to go on-line a minimum of twice a week. You are expected to read and respond to each other’s postings on the discussion board. The postings will be your short answer essays listed below. Participation grade is based predominately on your postings of responses or questions to the other students’ work or instructor’s comments and questions.

Remember: classroom dialogue is asynchronous and takes place when all of us engage in the discussion on the Web CT. If you are hesitant in regards to posting and its acceptance by the other students, send your responses to the instructor as a web email. Lack of response will reflect on your grade.

Short answer essays – 20%

These weekly questions, based on the readings, are listed on the syllabus. In some instances, you will be able to select one of the questions to which you can respond. You should write the question and answer then post on the discussion board for the other students to read. You will not have a question every week.

Scripture reading quizzes – 15%

Quizzes will be on-line and will consist of multiple choice questions. The first quiz will not be included in your overall grade. It will give the instructor a sense of what you know.

Chapter presentations – 10%

Since we do not have enough time to complete the text, each person will select a chapter from Part II that is not required of all students and present some of its key ideas and themes. The instructor will select one of the chapters as well.
Essay Exams – 15%

The instructor will post three exams on the Contents page, one for each of the Synoptic Gospels. Your response should be sent to the instructor directly.

Final paper – 20%

For the final paper, you will select an image of Jesus that you would like to explore further (a), or compare and contrast the same pericopae from two of the evangelists (b). You will need to read commentaries and other resources. 

Your paper should contain:

1. a clear thesis statement.  You need to draw a conclusion that you will substantiate in your paper;

2. biblical and appropriate citations using either in-text, footnote or endnotes. You should use the same method throughout your text;

3. bibliography and works cited if using in-text citations;

4a.
Image of Jesus: In the paper, you will analyze the impact of the image on the evangelist’s early Christian community. In addition, you will discuss the significance of that image for today’s Christian.

or

4b. Select two pericopae (textual portion that is complete. e.g. similar parable, temptation of Jesus, Garden of Gethsemane, healing or miracle, encounter with authorities, etc.) from at least two different synoptic Gospels. Analyze, compare and contrast the section selected. Discuss the variations between the two, if any, in terms of the evangelists’ purpose, audience or main view of Jesus.

Papers should be 12 point, double-spaced except for the following information, which should be single-spaced and located in the upper left corner.

Name

Course Number and Title

Instructor

Date

Page numbers should be located in the footer. If using Microsoft Word, enter file, page setup and change footer to .7. Default footer of .5 often does not print clearly. Use either “view” or “insert” to place the page numbers in the footer.

You may send your final paper to the instructor as an email attachment.

Course Outline: subject to revision

	Date
	Course content
	Readings and reflection questions for the week

All the links are for classroom use only. Permission has not been given for distribution of any kind.

	Week

One
	Introduction
	Read Stanton: Chapters one and two

Read Dei Verbum
 http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html
If you are able to find a copy or purchase Raymond Brown’s text listed above as a recommended text: read chapter six. This text has been used in other MPT courses so you may be purchasing it for future use.

Essay questions: For this and all following essay questions, briefly answer post your responses on the discussion board. Select one of the following:

1. The author mentions the Q theory, called Q because it is an abbreviation for the word quelle, which means source. Explain what the Q material is and identify two Gospels in which it can be found.

2. Form, redaction and literary are several forms of criticism used in interpretation. Select one of these. Explain what it is and how it aids in biblical studies and interpretation.
Essay question: 

What do you think is one of the main themes of the document, Dei Verbum? What importance does it have on biblical scholarship today?

	Week Two


	Gospel of Mark


	Read Stanton: Chapter 3

Pay attention to page 40 to assist you with answering this week’s essay question.

Read the Gospel of Mark 

(If you can’t do it in one sitting, consider reading it in two major portions: 1-8:26 and 8:27 to end of text). 

Read the article: Exploring the Synoptic Gospels: Mark and His Careful Readers by Steve Mueller

http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an0100.asp
Essay question: 

Which of the four themes mentioned on page 40 did you notice most in your reading of the Gospel?  What impact does it have on how you might interpret the meaning of Jesus?

	Week three
	Gospel of Matthew
	Read Stanton: Chapter 4

Read the Gospel of Matthew 

(If you can’t read it in one sitting, consider reading it based on the major discourses then the passion narratives. Major discourses are chapters 5-7, 10, 13, 18, 23)

Read Matthew’s Gospel: A Community Effort by John Wijngaards

http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an0196.asp
Essay question: Select one of the five discourses. In the selected discourse, how does Jesus discuss one of the following:

1. Righteousness

2. Kingdom of Heaven

3. Discipleship

	Week four
	Gospel of Luke/Acts
	Read Stanton: Chapter 5

Read Gospel of Luke

(Acts will be read next week. If you can’t read the entire text at one time, read 1-9:50, 9:51-19:27, 19:28 to end.)

Essay question: Select a passage from Luke and a similar passage from Mark or Matthew. Compare and contrast the two. (e.g. parables of mustard seed, baptism of Jesus, Beatitudes, healing of the woman with the hemorrhage, multiplication of loaves and fishes, etc.) What is distinctive about Luke’s version, if anything? If there is something distinctive or different in Luke’s version, why does he present it that way?

	Week five
	Gospel of Luke/Acts
	Read Stanton: Chapter 7 (we will skip six)

Read Acts of the Apostles

Read: Travels with Luke: From Jerusalem to Rome by Elizabeth McNamer

http://www.americancatholic.org/Newsletters/SFS/an0104.asp
Essay Question: Since the text does not include Acts as one of its main sources for the Jesus, select one of either Peter’s or Paul’s speeches in Acts of the Apostles. What do you learn about Jesus in the speech?

	Week six
	Who is Jesus?
	Read Stanton: Chapters 8, 9, 10

Essay question: Why do you think there is an interest in the historical Jesus? What impact do you think it may have on Christian belief?

	Week seven
	Who is Jesus?
	Stanton: Chapters 11 and12

Students will present one of the chapters as assigned/selected. You will post your presentation on the Web under the week’s appropriate heading.

	Week

eight
	Who is Jesus?
	Stanton: Chapters 13 and 14

Students will present one of the chapters as assigned/selected. You will post your presentation on the Web under the week’s appropriate heading.

	Week

nine
	Who is Jesus?
	Stanton: Chapters 15 and 16

Students will present one of the chapters as assigned/selected. You will post your presentation on the Web under the week’s appropriate heading.

	Week ten
	Who is Jesus?
	Read Stanton: Chapters 17 and 18

A discussion question will be posted by the instructor.


[image: image1.png]



1

