HISTORY 302 01: AMERICAN CIVIL WAR ERA

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Spring Semester 2005

Instructor: James H. Fujita

Office: To Be Announced

Office Phone;  To Be Announced

Instructor pager; 583-3440

Instructor email: fujitaja@hawaii.edu
Classroom: Henry 225

Class meetings: Fridays, 2:00-4;50

Office Hours:  Fridays, 1:00-2:00

                        Appointments Requested

Course Content: According to the Chaminade University General Catalog description, history 302 covers United States history from 1815 to 1877. History 302 is a course that examines the Age of Andrew Jackson, Sectionalism, the Civil War, and the Era of reconstruction.

Pre-Requisites: Any 100 or 200 level history course.

Texts; David M. Potter, THE IMPENDING CRISIS: 1848-1861

           James M. McPherson, ORDEAL BY FIRE, Vol. II: The Civil War

Class format: A mix of lectures, discussions, examinations with the aid of visual sources whenever possible. Students are encouraged to attend classes regularly and to read all assigned texts. Attendance is extremely importantin the beginning of the semester because the two textbooks cover the period of 1848 to 1865. Since  the course descripton states that the course covers the period, 1815 to 1877, there are periodswhen your only source of information will be in-class lectures. The reconstruction era covered in the last weeks of the class is also not covered by the texts so it is imperative that you attend lectures.

Grading: Students in History 302 will be graded on a point system. Points will be awarded as follows:

Three Examinations     100 Points Each (300 Points Total)

One Book Review        100 Points

Point Scale;   A = 400-360 Points

                      B = 359-320 points

                      C = 319-280 Points

                      D = 279-240 Points

                      F = 239-000 Points

Description of Assignments:

Examinations: There will be THREE Examinations in this class. Each exam will be divided into TWO parts and will be worth 100 points for a total of 300 points (3 x 100).

Part One will be a Short Identification section worth 50 points. In this section you will find at least 8 terms (names of people, places, and things). You will be asked to pick FIVE (50 terms and write a detailed short identification for each selection. You will include such information as who or what, where, roughly when (no exact dates required), historical description, and historical significance. Each answer must be written in complete sentences and in paragraph form. Each answer will be worth up to 10 points 

(5 x 10 = 50). Part Two will be an essay Question. there will be Two Questions and you will be asked to pick ONE and write a detailed essay. The essay Question will be worth 50 points.

  The Final Examination will not be Cumulative.  Each exam will cover 1/3rd of the course material.

Book Review: Each student will be expected to write a 4 page, typed book review worth 100 points. Students will be given  a choice as to what kind of book they would like to review. Since the period 1815 to1848 and 1865 to 1877 are not covered by your assigned texts, you may choose to look for a book which would cover these periods or aspects of these periods when selecting a book. Books must be non-fiction and at least 200 pages long. You will be asked to go to the library and find a suitable book. Have it approved by the instructor and critique the book.

  If you do not want to look for another book and read three books you can pick ONE of the two assigned texts required for this class and write a detailed critique of the book. What are its strengths? What are its weaknesses? Do you see any bias in the author’s analysis? What was its value in helping you to understand this period?  Did you notice any faults or problems when reading your book?

HISTORY 302 SCHEDULE OF TOPICS AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

Jan. 14              Introduction

                         America in 1815

Jan. 21             Topics to be covered in the First Examination:

                         Era of Good Feelings, Nationalism vs. Sectionalism

Jan. 28              Western Expansion, Jacksonian Democracy

Feb. 4

FEB. 11     FIRST EXAMINATION

                                                                 Read: Impending Crisis

Feb. 18             America from 1848 to 1861

                         Topics to be covered by the Second Examination:

Feb. 25             Continued sectional disputes, Slavery, Abolitionist Movement,

                         Western Expansion, Secession, Outbreak of War

Mar. 4

Mar 11

MAR. 18     SECOND EXAMINATION

                                                                Read: Ordeal By Fire

Mar. 21-25     SPRING RECESS

Apr. 1             America from 1861 to 1877

                       Topics to be covered by the Third Examination:

Apr. 8             The Civil War, The Reconstruction of the South

Apr. 15

APR .22     BOOK REVIEWS DUE

Apr.  29     FINAL EXAMINATION

