Chaminade University of Honolulu

Winter, 2005
ED 675- Learning Theories and Learning Styles

Course Description:

This course provides an in-depth exploration of the historical, theoretical and practical applications of behavioral, learning, and cognitive theories. Emphasis will be given to the understanding of the theories as applied in learning and educational environments. Other topics covered in the course will include diversity in educational approaches, differences in learning styles, recent findings in brain research, and multiple intelligences. Students will be required to explore their own and others’ learning styles, to develop their own theories about learning, and to apply their theoretical knowledge in learning environments.

Catalogue Description:

ED 675 Learning Theories and Learning Styles (3): Examines key learning theorists and styles for application to teaching and learning.

Professor Information:

Judy Tran

Department of Education


Chaminade University


Education Building, Room 130

3140 Waialae Avenue


Honolulu, HI 96816


Telephone/voicemail: (808) 739-8540

FAX: (808) 739-4607


e-mail: jtran@chaminade.edu
Office Hours:


Mondays: 10am-12noon

Tuesdays: 11am-3pm
Textbooks:
Lefrancois, Guy. Theories of Human Learning, 4th edition.  Stamford, CT: Wadsworth/Thompson Learning, 2000.
Guild, Pat Burke, and Garger, Stephen. Marching to Different Drummers, 2nd edition. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 1998.

Gurian, Michael.  Boys and Girls Learn Differently: A Guide for Teachers and Parents.  San Francisco, CA:  Jossey-Bass, 2001.
Course Goals: 

By the completion of the course, students will be able to achieve and demonstrate the following goals and objectives:

GOAL # 1:Understand the etiology, epistemology, and current applications of several behavioral, learning, and cognitive theories- Hawaii Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) standards I, V, VI, VII, IX (See the attached HTSB standards for reference); Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8.

Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of learning theories developed by Skinner, Vygotsky, Bruner, Bandura, Gardner, and others.

2. Students will be able to compare, contrast, and implement various learning theories, learning strategies, and applications across a variety of educational environments.  

3. Students will develop their own learning theory based on the theories presented in class, current research, and acceptable and ethical current practices.   

GOAL # 2: Demonstrate an understanding of different learning styles- HTSB standards: I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and IX ; CEC standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.    

Objectives:

1. Students will demonstrate a thorough knowledge in and understanding of learning style theories developed by Jung, Witkin, and others.

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of how brain functioning effects learning style, and will be familiar with supporting research.

3. Students will be familiar with several modalities for assessing different learning styles.

GOAL # 3: Understand learning theory and learning styles and demonstrate application of this knowledge in learning environments- HTSB standards: I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, and IX; CEC standards: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10.

Objectives:

1. Students will be able to identify several learning and cognitive theories, and be able to apply the principles of each in educational settings.

2. Students will vary learning theories and approaches in teaching to meet the individual needs of diverse learners.

3. Students will incorporate the findings of recent brain research and multiple intelligences into teaching practices.

Course Requirements:
1. Attendance- University policy requires students to attend all classes.  In the instance of online classes, students are required to go online for class at least twice a week and turn in assignments.  You must contact the professor prior to the class if an emergency occurs, and make an arrangement with the professor to make-up all missed work. Graduate course terms and course content are accelerated, and attendance online is mandatory. 

2. Academic Conduct- Please refer to the Student Handbook, which
is available in hard copy and online, and carefully read all areas. Please pay attention to the sections that discuss plagiarism, classroom respect, student conduct, freedom of speech, and all academic policies regarding grading. Cell phones and beepers are not allowed in the classroom. The university dress code requires shoes and shirts to be worn in classes. 

3. Grading- Students will earn the final grade through an accumulation of points received for assignments throughout the term. The distribution of points for each assignment is as follows:



POINTS:

* Discussion questions (9 weeks)


45
* Case Study





15

* Analytic Paper




20

* Final Paper





20


Total Points



100

4. Grading Scale- 

A= 90- 100

B= 80-89

A grade of C or below will not be credited to a graduate degree. The student will have to repeat the course if a grade of C or below is received.

5. Course Assignments- All written course assignments must follow the American Psychological Association (APA) standards for professional writing.   Generally, late assignments are not accepted except in cases of emergency or serious illness.  Please notify me of the situation PRIOR to the due date of assignments.

6. Weekly Discussion Questions - Students will receive from 0-5 points per week for the level and depth of their discussion questions. A total of zero to fort-five points will be distributed from discussions and classroom participation toward the final grade. 

7. Case Study- This case study will be based on your observations and analysis of a learning situation. The observation should be made in an educational setting, preferably in a classroom. Devise an observation instrument to use that includes a description of the setting, demographics of the observed group, the diverse learning styles observed, the application of learning theories and teaching approaches used, and any other significant information. Include your analysis of the observation, and attach the observation instrument you used and any learning styles inventories employed. Use at least two other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the textbooks used for this course. The case study should be 3-5 pages in length.

8. Analytic Paper- This paper is a demonstration of your knowledge, critical thinking skills, and applications of the concepts from learning theories and learning styles. Compare and contrast the etiology, epistemology, and applications in the field of several learning theories and learning styles research. OR Choose a controversial issue of a particular learning theory or learning style, and give an in-depth discussion of all sides of the issue. OR Use several learning theories and discuss how the use of each one would differently effect the same learning environment and the learning outcomes of the students. This paper gives you the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge of the course content areas, critical thinking skills, and ability to apply theoretical knowledge into learning environments. Be sure to identify which option you chose for this paper. Include at least four other references from readings and/or Internet research sources outside of the texts used for this course. The analytic paper should be 6-8 pages in length.
9. Final Paper- This is your opportunity to use creativity while demonstrating your extensive knowledge of learning theories and learning styles. Choose one or more learning theories, outline the basic tenets, and explain why you chose the theory or theories. Make an application of the theory or theories to an educational setting. Use your creativity and include visuals, a power point presentation, overheads, activities, teaching instruments, varied teaching approaches, etc. Describe how each teaching modality illustrates the application of the theory or theories. Describe how the application approaches used meet the needs of diverse learners. Include at least three other references to readings and/or Internet research sources other than the texts used for the course. The final paper should be 5-7 pages in length. Include all visuals and teaching materials used in appendices attached to the paper.   You may mail it to me or email it to me as an attachment via WEBCT email.  If mailed, it must be postmarked by the Monday of week #10.
Syllabus:

Week #1:
Topics:  Early Behaviorism
Discussion and Readings: Lefrancois, chapters 1, 2, and 3
Assignment: Introductions, Week #1 discussion questions
Week # 2:

Topics:  Radical Behaviorism and Evolutionary Psychology
Discussion and Readings: Lefrancois, chapters 4 and 5
Assignment: Week #2 discussion questions
Week #3:

Topics: Modern Cognitivism
Discussion and Readings: Lefrancois, chapters 6 and 7
Assignment: Case Study Due
Week #3 discussion questions
Week #4:

Topics: Neural Networks and Memory
Discussion and Readings: Lefrancois, chapters 8 and 9
Assignment: Week #4 discussion questions
Week # 5:
Topics: Affective Learning: Theories of Arousal and Motivation
Discussion and Readings: Lefrancois, chapters 10 and 11
Assignment: Analytic Papers due 

Week #5 discussion questions
Week # 6:
Topics: Implications for Learning Styles: Assessment and Application
Discussion and Readings: Guild and Garger, chapters 1-11
Assignment: Week #6 discussion questions
Week # 7:
Topics: Multiple Intelligences and Instructional Methods

Discussion and Readings: Guild and Garger, chapters 8-18
Assignment: Week #7 discussion questions
Week # 8:
Topics: Brain-Based Differences: Boys and Girls
Discussion and Readings: Gurian, chapters 1-3
Assignment: Week #8 discussion questions
Week # 9:
Topics: Creating the Ultimate Classroom: Developmental Differences
Discussion and Readings: Gurian, chapters 4-6
Assignment: Week #9 discussion questions
Week # 10:
Topics: Final Papers Due
Assignment: Course evaluation in Course Contents

Point values can be given in increments in between those listed below.
Rubric for Weekly Assignments

5- Most responses are accurate.  Multiple sources of evidence were cited to justify responses.  Responses had insight and were thoroughly discussed.

       3- Only some responses were accurate.  Only one or two sources of evidence 


were cited.   Response lacked thorough discussion and insight was lacking.

1- Most responses were not accurate.  No evidence was cited.  

Rubric for Case Study

15- Each theory discussed is addressed adequately.  Researcher connects background and theory to observations.  Researcher makes a strong case for the connection between theory and practice.  Paper is well organized with headings and subheadings, appropriate transitions are clearly made. Correct APA formatting.
10- Only some components were adequately addressed.  APA was only used marginally.   No or weak connection between theory and practice topic is made.  Paper organization is only somewhat clear.
5- APA is consistently used incorrectly.  There is no or little organization to the paper.  Most of the components are not adequately addressed.  No connection between theory and practice is made.
Rubric for Analytic and Final Paper
20- Thorough analysis of relevant literature.  Literature comprises of multiple sources (not just abstracts please).  Paper addresses the significance of the articles to overall subject of paper.  Paper develops clear connections between articles and the theoretical foundation for which the paper addresses.  Correct APA format is used and the information is well organized.  The literature and its subsequent analysis is insightful and thought-provoking and is clearly relevant to the topic.  Creativity is used.   Additional support material is added.  Clear connections between theory and practice are made.
10- APA usage is not consistent or mostly correct.  The literature is not adequately described or connections to its relevance to the topic are not clearly discernable.  Theory is used incorrectly or only somewhat correctly in practice.  Little or no creativity is used.
5- APA usage is mostly incorrect.  Many articles relevant to the paper’s topic are left out.  Discussion of literature is only surface discussion without any analysis.  Theory and practice do not line up.
