Chaminade University of Honolulu
Special Education Program

Education 662: Assessment of Exceptional Children, Winter 2005 Online Session

Instructor: Colleen Jamison, Ed.D.


Phone/Voicemail: 808 263 1062

Email: jamisonc001@hawaii.rr.com
Required Texts:

Assessment in Special and Inclusive Education, 9th edition, 2004. Salvia and Ysseldyke, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, Mass.
Behavior Intervention Manual: Goals, Objectives and Intervention Strategies, 2002. Samm House, Editor. Hawthorne Educational Services, Inc. Columbia, MO. 

Course Description: This course is designed to introduce individuals to the principles and practices of special education evaluations as well as remediation techniques for learning problems often encountered when teaching students with exceptional needs. Academic testing, intelligence testing, behavior assessments, observation tools, interpretation of test results, ethical practice, and procedures for classification and record keeping will be addressed.

Goal

The goal of this course is to gain an understanding of quantitative and qualitative assessment of students referred to or enrolled in special education programs. Topics include behavioral observation scales, standardized tests, diagnostic tests, as well as cognitive and perceptual motor tests. It will also develop an understanding and appreciation of the assessment process and its impact on students with special needs. In order to meet this goal, the following objectives have been established:

Objectives

1. Students will understand the process of assessment and its relationship to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

2. Students will become familiar with measures of central tendency, measures of dispersion, and the concepts of reliability and validity in assessment.

3. Students will become familiar with educational achievement tests, diagnostic tests and informal assessment techniques.

4. Students will learn strategies for assessing behavior and how adaptive behavior relates to measures of intelligence.

5. Students will become versed in the issues of intelligence measurement, language measurement, perceptual-motor measurement, and early childhood assessment.

6. Students will become acquainted with educational journals, resource books, and other professional materials relating to assessment of special education students including the Mental Measurements Yearbook for locating and evaluating specific tests.

7. Students will become familiar with the issues surrounding multicultural and bilingual assessment in special education.

8. Students will interpret a variety of educational, social, and cognitive tests and be able to write clear, meaningful, and measurable educational objectives for students.

Notes of Importance

1. Chaminade University is a Catholic Marianist University. Marianist Universities:

a. educate for an integration of reason and faith

b. provide an excellent education (education of the whole person)

c. educate in family/community spirit

d. educate for service, justice, and peace

e. educate for adaptation and change

2. Students with Disabilities: Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities. Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. Don Kopf, 735-4845 or Dr. June Yasuhara, 739-4603, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. It is important to contact them as soon as possible to that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

3. Attendance. University policy requires students to attend all class meetings of courses for which they are registered. For absence due to technical problems or an emergency, contact the instructor as soon as possible.

4. Honesty and ethical behavior. All assignments submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be the student’s own work. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense. Chaminade University reserves the right to suspend or terminate any student who copies or otherwise plagiarizes the work of others. Plagiarism is deliberately or inadvertently using a person’s exact words or using facts, statistics, graphs or drawings without proper acknowledgment, or cutting/pasting segments from multiple sources to form a new paper.
5. Incompletes. Incompletes may be given if the student is unable to complete a portion of the work due to circumstances beyond his/her control. The incomplete contract must be signed by the student and the instructor. It will specify that the work must be completed within 90 days or the incomplete will revert to the grade the student would have earned that is specified on the incomplete contract. This is humbug; try to avoid.
6. Changes. There may be changes in the syllabus or course requirements, if these seem appropriate as the course begins.

Course Format:


Students are expected to login to class and post to the Discussion area a minimum of 2 days per week. Attendance is measured by recording the date of each entry made on the system. An absence is defined as each day a student does not participate in the Discussion area beyond the five days per week. A day is defined as the 24 hours from Midnight to Midnight. Active participation in the Discussion area is achieved through students posting their work and responding to the posts made by others relating to any assignments. A “response” may be a question about another’s work, an agreement with or challenge to the point of view expressed which is supported by reference to the text or personal application experience (not opinion), citation of a reference relevant to the topic, a critique of someone’s work, etc. 


Begin your week by reading the assigned sections from your text(s). Post your likes, dislikes and questions you may have regarding the readings to the Discussion area. Plan to, as minimum, post “Two things I learned and one question I have.” Instructor will respond to your questions.

Comment on the Discussion Questions posted in the Course Content area and upload your responses to the threaded discussion. Each response should include a clear and direct reference to the question and response you’re addressing. Clarity of thought, understanding of concepts, as well as correct grammar and spelling are important in professional writing, and will be counted as part of the grade given for these responses.


Note that obligations pile up at the end of the quarter. Try to begin work on the projects early, and submit outlines or drafts. You should allow more than one week to complete each of these. If they are submitted early, you will be able to revise them without penalty.

Course Requirements:

Attendance and participation, including weekly response to readings

15%
Responses to Discussion Questions, due by Saturday Midnight (N=4)

30%

Exams (N=2) (A 90+, B 80-89, C 70-79, D 60-69)




30%

Test Observation and Report







10%

Functional Behavior Assessment with PBSP





15%

Discussion questions will be posted at the beginning of each week.

Exams may include material from the text or from discussions, and may include application of content to case material. They will be in essay format.

Instructions for completing the Test Observation and Report, and for completing the Functional Behavior Assessment with PBSP will be given as the course begins.
COURSE OUTLINE
Education 662: Assessment of Exceptional Children, Winter 2005 Online Session

Week 1: Chapter 1-3

Overview, Including Legal and Ethical Considerations
Week 2: Chapters 4-10
Basic Concepts of Measurement
Response to Discussion Questions Due

Week 3: Chapters 11-12, 20 
Behavioral Observation, Instructional Ecology, Sensory 




Acuity
Week 4: Chapters 25-27
Assessment of Problematic and Adaptive Behavior


Response to Discussion Questions Due

Week 5: Chapter 13-15
Assessing Achievement in the Classroom
Midterm Exam Due

Week 6: Chapters 16-19
Assessment of Intelligence
Response to Discussion Questions Due

Week 7: Chapters 21-22
Assessment of Academic Achievement and Reading
Functional Behavior Assessment and Behavior Support Plan Due

Week 8: Chapter 23-24
Assessment of Mathematics and Language
Response to Discussion Questions Due

Week 9: Chapters 28

Assessment of Young Children 
Test Observation and Report Due

Week 10: Chapters 29

Assessment and Accountability
Final Exam Due

