Crime Scene Investigation
FS-340

Term:  Spring 2005





Time:  MWF, 0900-0950

Instructors:  W. Sullivan




Room: Henry 33

This course, Crime Scene Investigation, is designed to provide students with an overview of the basic techniques involved in properly processing and documenting a crime scene.  During this course the students will learn applicable techniques for identifying, recording and recovering evidence with the goal being gaining the most information possible from the evidence.  

Students will learn various diagramming techniques used in crime scene investigation as well as archaeological and anthropological inquiry.  A significant amount of time will also be devoted to very basic crime scene photography.  (Advanced forensic photography is covered in FS-350/350L).  At the end of this course the students will understand the most commonly used methods of search, recognition and recovery of potential evidence with emphasis placed on the scientific and legal concerns related to admissibility of evidence.  Specialized techniques involving collection of different types of evidence, including firearms, gunshot residue, biological fluids, tool mark evidence, hairs and fibers, impressions and paint, will be discussed.

Objectives:

At the end of this course student will:

1. Understand and know proper search techniques;
2. Be able to produce various crime scene drawings/diagrams;
3. Be able to properly document different types of evidence;

4. Understand the basic steps to use in crime scene photography;

5. Be familiar with various specialized recovery and preservation methods;

6. Know the types of records which must be maintained in order to assure proper chain of custody for court purposes.

Grading:


Grades for the lecture course will be as follows:



Lecture Exam 1
100 pts



Lecture Exam 2
100 pts



Lecture Exam 3
100 pts



Total


300 pts

Grading Scale:



90%+


A



80-89%

B



70-79%

C



60-69%

D



59% and lower
F
Text Book:  Forensic Science: an introduction to scientific and investigative techniques.

S.H. Jones & J. Norby, eds.  CRC Press, 2002.
Disabilities:

Those students who might require special consideration with reference to disabilities must complete the proper documentation with the school each semester.  A letter will be provided by the school to the instructor outlining what considerations might apply.

Consultation:

Students may meet with the instructor during office hours or by appointment at a time mutually agreed upon.  My office is Henry Rm. 3.  Students may also call me at 440-4295.  If you get the answering machine, please leave your name, contact phone and short message.

My e-mail address is:  wsulliva@chaminade.edu.  I check my e-mail several times during the day.  
Date

Topic







Instructor
Jan.  10
Introduction and Scope of Course



Sullivan
Jan.  12
Search strategies





Sullivan

Jan.  14
Search strategies





Sullivan

Jan.  17
No Class (Father Chaminade/Martin L. King Day).
Jan.  19
Drawing the scene





Sullivan

Jan.   21
Drawing the scene





Sullivan

Jan.  24
Drawing the scene





Sullivan

Jan. 26

Scene photography





Sullivan

Jan. 28

Scene photography





Sullivan

Jan. 31

Scene photography





Sullivan

Feb. 02
Personal safety at scene




Sullivan

Feb. 14
Classes of evidence





Sullivan

Feb. 16
Documentation





Sullivan

Feb. 18
Documentation





Sullivan

Feb. 21
No Class, President’s Day





Feb. 23
Review for Exam #1





Sullivan

Feb. 25
Exam #1






Sullivan
Feb. 28
Fingerprints






Sullivan

Mar. 02
Fingerprints (Continued)




Sullivan

Mar. 04
Latent prints






Sullivan

Mar. 07
Latent prints






Sullivan

Mar. 11
Biological Fluids





Dr. Goff

Mar. 14
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis




Sullivan

Mar. 16
Bloodstain Pattern Analysis




Sullivan

Mar. 18
Medical Examiner Investigation



Sullivan

Mar. 21
Spring Recess, No Classes

Mar. 23
Spring Recess, No Classes

Mar. 25
Prince Kuhio Day, No Classes
Mar. 28
Pathology






Dr. Goff

Mar. 30
Entomology






Dr. Goff

Apr. 01
Anthropology






Dr. Goff
Apr. 04
Odontology






Sullivan

Apr. 06
Hairs and fibers





Sullivan

Apr. 08
Exam #2 Review





Sullivan

Apr. 11
Exam #2






Sullivan

Apr. 13
Mineralogy and metallurgy




Sullivan

Apr. 15
Firearms






Sullivan

Apr. 18
Firearms






Sullivan

Apr. 20
Gun Shot Residue (GSR) 




Sullivan

Trace Metal Detection Test (TMDT)

Apr. 22
Tool Marks & Impressions




Sullivan



Glass
Apr. 25
Bombing and Explosions




Sullivan



Fires
Apr. 27
Mass Disasters





Dr. Goff

Apr. 29
Mass Disaster






Dr. Goff


Review for Final Exam




Sullivan

May 02
Final Examination, 1030 to 1230
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