CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

History 302: American Civil War Era

Fall 2004

Wednesdays 5:30-9:40 at Camp Smith

Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

--George Santayana (1863 - 1952), The Life of Reason, Volume 1, 1905
Professor Jennifer Day Tope

Phone:  676-7506 (h) or 282-9629 (cell phone―please use only for emergencies)

DO NOT CALL AFTER 8:00PM

Email: jenanneday@hotmail.com
Office hours:  By appointment 

Course Description:  American history from 1815 to 1877, examining the Age of Jackson, the growth of sectionalism, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. 
Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level history course. 
Texts:  The Impending Crisis: 1848-1861 by David M. Potter


Ordeal by Fire: Vol. II, The Civil War by James M. McPherson

Evaluation:

25%
Final Exam

25%
Mid-term Exam

25%
8-10 page paper 
25%
Attendance, quizzes, and class participation (Please note—if you miss more than two classes, your grade could be lowered as much as one letter grade)

Course Objectives:  To gain knowledge of the American Civil War era.  To improve writing and analytical skills through the study of history.  

Overview of the class:
Class 1, October 6, 2004

Introduction to the class


Missouri compromise

Class 2, October 13, 2004


Read chapters 1-5 in Impending Crisis

Slavery and Abolitionists
Class 3, October 20, 2004


Read chapters 6-10 in Impending Crisis

Mexican War, Life in 1850’s America
Class 4, October 27, 2004


Read chapters 10-15 in Impending Crisis

The Growing Crisis—Popular Sovereignty, Bleeding Kansas, Dred Scott

Class 5, November 3, 2004

Read chapters 15-20 in Impending Crisis

MID-TERM

Secession and outbreak of war
Class 6, November 10, 2004


Read chapters 10-13 in Ordeal by Fire

The Civil War
Class 7, November 17, 2004


Read chapters 14-17 in Ordeal by Fire

The Civil War
Class 8, November 24, 2004


Read chapters 17-21 in Ordeal by Fire

The Civil War
Class 9, December 1, 2004


Read chapters 22-25 in Ordeal by Fire

Reconstruction

Class 10, December 8, 2004


FINAL, Final paper due

