Syllabus 

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall Evening Session

October 4 – December 16, 2004

	Course:
	World Religions (RE 103)

Schofield Barracks, Tuesdays, 1730 - 2140



	Instructor:
	Jane Tam

Phone:
622-1630 (emergencies only, please)

Email:
Jane.Tam@adjunct.chaminade.edu


	Office Hours:
	I will be available to meet with you 15 minutes before the start of each class, briefly after class, or by arrangement



	Catalog Description:
	Introduces the student to the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen. The course examines these foundations, the lives of their founders, their basic teachings, and the historical development of their communities and institutions, while providing a cross-cultural survey of ethics. Offered every semester. This course fulfills the lower division religion general education requirement.



	Course Objectives:
	This course is designed to introduce you to the major religions of the world—Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. At the end of the course, you will have increased your awareness of the important elements of the major religions—their myth, symbols, ritual, doctrine, moral codes, and artistic expression. You will recognize the differences among the religious traditions. You will better understand the religious issues and conflicts in the modern world. You will have a deepened appreciation of your own religious background and that of the community in which you live.



	Textbook:
	Experiencing the World’s Religions:  Tradition, Challenge, and Change (Third Edition), by Michael Molloy, McGraw Hill, 2005.



	Class Requirements:
	1. Examinations.  The course will be presented in three sections, as described below:

· The first section of the course will include understanding or religion, oral religions, and the religions that developed in India: Hinduism and basic Buddhism.

· The second section of the course will focus on the religions of China and Japan: Taoism, Confucianism, Shinto, and special schools of Buddhism, including Zen.

· The final section of the course will discuss the Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, concluding with newer religions and speculations about the future of religion.

There will be three examinations, one at the end of each section of the course.  The examinations will cover the material presented in each section of the course; they will not be comprehensive.

2. Term Project.  Students may select among the following term projects: 

· Attending a church or temple service of a religion different from the one in which you were raised. If you choose this option, you will be expected to write a response paper that will include a description of the building, details of the service, and specifics about the congregation.

· Creating a new religion on paper.  If you choose this option, you will be expected to write a paper that is divided into separate sections, such as Commandments, Sacred Places, Beliefs, Ceremonies, Sacred Book, and so on. The more detail you include, the better.

· Planning an imaginary pilgrimage that involves visiting at least ten religious sites. If you chose this option, you will be expected to write a paper including your basic itinerary and details of the ten religious sites you would like to visit.


All term papers are to be typed and double-spaced and on 81/2” x 11” white paper.  All term papers must conform to Chaminade’s writing standards (see below).

3. Other Class Activities.  Students are expected to attend class regularly and participate in class discussions.  In addition, you will have the opportunity to earn credit by making visits to sites of religious interest and/or attending concerts, lectures or presentations indicated by the instructor.



	Schedule:
	The tentative class schedule is as follows.  Please note that is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.  

Week

Date 

Topics/Deadlines

One

October 5

Introduction, oral religions

Two

October 12 

Hinduism: Vedas, Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, popular religion

Three

October 19

Buddhism: life of Buddha, Theravada/Mahayana division, Jainism

Test I
Four

October 26

Chinese religion: Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhist schools

Five

November 2

Japanese religion: Shinto, Buddhist schools, Zen

Test II
Six

November 9

Judaism: origins, Hebrew scriptures, rabbinical Judaism, Reform

Seven

November 16

Christianity: Jesus, Paul, Orthodoxy, medieval Catholicism, Protestantism, modern challenges

Eight

November 23

Islam: Muhammad, Five Pillars, Sufism, development

Term Project Due

Nine

November 30

New religious movements

All Work Completed For Additional Credit Due

Ten

December 7

Religion and the future: modern challenges, contemporary directions

Test III (Final Examination)


	Grading:
	Your final grade will be determined by the total number of points you accumulate in the course, up to a maximum of 400 points, as follows:

1. Each test will be worth 100 points (and make up seventy-five percent of the grade).

2. The term project is worth a maximum of 40 points (and make up ten percent of the grade). 

3. You may earn additional points by making visits on your own to places of local religious interest (the instructor will hand out assignment sheets listing possible places to visit and describing the way you should report your visits).  Each visit you make will be worth 10 points.

4.  Additional points may be earned by attending concerts, lectures or presentations relevant to the course, as indicated by the instructor (5 points each). 

5. Up to 5 additional points may be earned by regular attendance and class participation.


	Grading Scale:
	A

361 – 400 points

B

321 – 360 points

C

281 – 320 points

D

241 – 280 points

F

Less than 241 points

All grades will reflect the standards set forth in the 2004-2005 Chaminade University General Catalog.  Please see “Grading Standards” below.


	Incompletes
	The issuance of an ''I” grade is not automatic. Prior to the reporting of grades a contract must be made between the student and the instructor for the completion of the course. Sufficient time should be allowed to permit completion of the work, evaluation, and reporting of the final grade within 90 days after the end of the semester or term.  This limit may not be extended.  If a new grade for the course is not submitted by the instructor prior to the deadline, the alternate grade indicated in the contract will be recorded.

	Writing Standards:
	In accordance with the 2004-2005 Chaminade University General Catalog, all work submitted by is expected to meet the following writing standards: 

1. Written assignments should use correctly the grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure of Standard Written English. 

2. Written assignments should develop ideas, themes, and main points coherently and concisely. 

3. Written assignments should adopt modes and styles appropriate to their purpose and audience. 

4. Written assignments should be clear, complete, and effective. 

5. Written assignments containing material and ideas drawing upon sources should carefully analyze and synthesize that material. In addition, the sources of the borrowed material must be correctly acknowledged to avoid plagiarism.


	Grading Standards:
	In accordance with Chaminade policy, grades are interpreted as follows:

A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C 
Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.

F
Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given.

I
 Did not complete a small portion of the work or final examination due to circumstances beyond the student's control.



	Mutual Respect and Consideration
	Subjects examined during this course may touch upon topics, beliefs, and/or issues considered sensitive by some students.  It is imperative that all students demonstrate courtesy and respect concerning the views, opinions, and beliefs of others.
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