CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

Fall Evening

 October 4–November 3, 2004

Camp Schofield

Course:

Introduction to Law, CJ 22310

Time:


Monday & Wednesday, 5:30 p.m.-9:40 p.m.

Instructor:

Peter S. Ohr




Telephone:
541-3191




Email:

Peterohr@hotmail.com

Peter S. Ohr works as a federal attorney for the National Labor Relations Board primarily handling unfair labor practice issues.  He received his Bachelor of Arts in Business Economics from the University of California-Riverside, Juris Doctor from Pepperdine University School of Law, and Master of Business Administration in Finance from Hawaii Pacific University.

Textbook:

An Introduction to the American Legal System

Course Description:

The study of the American Legal System and various subject areas of law, such as criminal law, criminal procedure, contracts, property, torts, business and family law.

Course Objective:

-Introduction to the American Legal System;


-Perform basic legal research;


-Public speaking;


-Exposure to various field of law; 

-Understand the interplay between State and Federal Courts; and


-Knowledge of important court cases and their impact on the law.

Format:

The lecture format will be minimally used in this class.  Rather, an on going give and take between instructor and student will function as the primary vehicle for learning.  Although a strict Socratic method of teaching will not be applied, students will be expected to participate in all case analysis.  Thus, attendance and preparation for all classes is a must.  

Grading:


-Assignments



45 points



-Final Exam



45 points



-Attendance & participation

10 points



A=
100-90 
points



B=
  89-80 
points



C=
  79-70
 
points



D=
  69-60

points



F=
  59 or below

Assignments:

All students will be required hand in assigned work at the beginning of each class.  Assignments will be given at the end of each class.  

Final Exam:

The final examination will cover all reading assignments, classroom discussions, and class presentations for the entire class period.  The exam will be open note sheet.

Attendance/Participation:

All students are guaranteed the allotted 10 points for attendance & participation unless a student is habitually tardy or late.  Habitually being defined as more than three (3) times.  If you are called for classroom discussion and are not present or unable to participate meaningfully, it will also count as one absence.  Three such absences will automatically forfeit the 10 points.

Learning Outcome Assessment:
After completion of this course all students should feel comfortable:


-Discussing the various areas of law;

-Briefing cases and applying the law to every day fact patterns;

-Presenting a case analysis in public; and


-Critiquing current cases and their applications.

Class Schedule & Readings:
Date


Topic






Chapters
Oct. 4


Introduction and General Principles




6


American Jurisprudence



1&2

13


Constitutional Law




3

18


Criminal Law & Procedure



4 &10

20


Contracts, Business & Property


7&6

25


Torts & Family Law




5&8

27


Legal Process





9

Nov. 1


Statutory & Administrative Law


11&12

3


Final Examination 





1
1

