ED 440

Language Arts: Curriculum & Methods

Course Syllabus

Fall 2004


General Information:


Instructor:  Carolyne Cook


Phone: ________________


Email: carolyne_cook@hotmail.com

Office Hours: 12-12:30


Course time: Saturday 8-12 AM

Catalogue Description: 

Includes philosophy and rational for the teaching of language arts to young children. 

Course Content:


This course will examine developmentally appropriate language and literacy acquisition for young children.  Class members will observe and participate in an Early Childhood setting to gain insight and experience with the methods and principals discussed.   Students will have opportunities to design a language and literacy rich environment and curriculum.  Support will be given to help students grow as professionals and to enhance the Language Arts development of the young children they work with.  

Course Objectives:

1) Increase understanding of Language arts curriculum.

2) Gain greater understanding of the developmental nature of language arts acquisition.

3) Increase awareness and understanding of language arts observation and assessment.

4) Acquire a range of teaching strategies to create and implement a quality language arts environment and curriculum.

5) Reflect on experience and knowledge of their ECE experiences.

Text:
Early Childhood Language Arts by M. Jalongo

Much More than the ABC’s: the Early Stages of Reading and Writing by J.

Schickedanz


Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young



Children by S. Neuman, C.Copple, & S. Bredekamp

Assignments:









Points

· Class participation/Attendance



      
     10

· Observation and Participation write-ups



     20

· Design of a literature rich classroom




     10     

· Activity Plans






      
     20  
      

· Language Arts Curriculum Web




     20

· Final exam





      

     20


Total =  100

Expectations of Students:

Each student is expected to assume a shared responsibility for the content and process of the class.  Your active participation is essential in making the class a good experience for everyone.  Specific expectations are that you:

1) Attend all class sessions and arrive on time.

2) Do the assigned reading before each class session.

3) Participate in class discussions.

4) Submit assignments when they are due.

5) Handle concerns with the instructor.

6) Work cooperatively as appropriate.

Grading:

Evidence of mastery of course content and excellence in applying it in assignments will earn a Grade of A.

There are 100 possible points:  90-100 points = A; 80-89 points = B; 

70-79 points = C

The following criteria are used for evaluating course work:


Completeness (all parts of the assignment must be done)


Quality of content 


Quality of class presentation


Thoughtfulness and reflection

Students need to make every effort to attend all class sessions.  If student misses two classes, an A grade will not be given in the course.  If a student misses three classes they will be failed.

