Chaminade University

English 201, Types of Literature

Fall Day Semester 2004

Instructor: M. Dane, M.A.
Class Email: myenglishteacher201@yahoo.com. Students should write email before the second class stating the name they want to be called in class. 
Office Hours: By appointment and 9-noon MWF. The office is in the English Department in Henry Hall. Call 224-5774 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. to leave a message.
Course Description: English 201, Types of Literature provides students with an introduction to literature through the study of poetry, fiction and drama. It also serves as foundation course for the English major and minor programs. The course centers on examining major literary works, including classical Greek drama, Shakespeare, and a

range of classical, modern, and contemporary poetry and fiction. The course also provides an introduction to critical theory and its application to literary study. As is the case with all English courses, this one places a strong emphasis on the continuing development of research and writing skills. Students engage in classroom discussions, write critiques, essays, and research papers, and take quizzes. By the end of the semester, students should have a clearer and deeper sense of what they personally value in literature as well as what has been valuable to human culture. The prerequisite for this course is English 102.
Objectives: By the end of the term, students should be able to:
· Understand and articulate what is of personal value in the three major types of literature.
· Evaluate and explain ethical and religious ideas that emerge in the study and discussion of literature.

· Distinguish the major historical periods of literary study.

· Identify and categorize various critical strategies used in the analysis of literature.

· Apply insights about literature to the preparation and delivery of interpretative statements to diverse readers of different ages and cultural backgrounds.

· Formulate questions grounded in the key concepts related to the study of literature and direct them to the instructor, classmates, and others.

· Summarize, critique, and extend class discussions related to ideas about literary concepts and the meaning of literature.

· Make qualitative distinctions among the wide variety of literary research sources available via the Internet and libraries.

· Propose, execute, and prepare research projects in literature. This objective embraces all of the objectives of English 102, Introduction to Expository Writing.
Text 1: The Brief Penguin Handbook, Workbook, and Dictionary (a set of three), by Lester Fraigley, Published by Pearson-Longman, 2003. This is the same set used in English 101-102 classes.
Text 2: Thinking and Writing about Literature, A Text and Anthology, Second Edition, by Michael Meyer, Bedford/St. Martin's Press, 2001.
Requirements:
1. Attendance, 70%
2. Participation, 70%

3. Writing, 70%

4. Tests, 70%

  Students must achieve at least 70% in each of the four categories above to receive a passing grade. Students who fall below 70% in any of the categories will not pass the class. If students achieve 70% or above in each category, the averages of the four categories are used to calculate the final grade. The standard conversion scale for arriving at letter grades based on percentages is used. For example, 90% to 100% is an A- or A. Students caught plagiarizing writing assignments, cheating, or violating the Academic Integrity Policy will immediately fail the class.
Writing Requirements: There will be several literary critiques, essays, and a short research paper required in addition to quizzes and tests.
Class Rules: A longer list of class rules will be distributed and discussed. Some examples are no cell phones, five-minute limit on trips outside the classroom, no talking when other students or the instructor is addressing the class, penalties for tardies and absences, late assignments not allowed, no rewrites allowed, and others.
Overview of Assignments: The following is a list of weekly topics. A general overview of assignments with page numbers will be distributed the first week of class. More specific assignments with page numbers will be distributed once every two or three weeks. These assignment lists will be adjusted depending on how fast the class progresses from one unit to the next.
Dates of Fall Day Classes: Mon., Aug. 23, to Fri., Dec. 3.

Final Exam Day and Time: Mon., Dec. 6. Classroom to be announced last week of Nov.
PART ONE: LITERATURE AND THE WRITING PROCESS

Week 1. Reading and Responding to Literature
Week 2. Writing and Revising About Literature
Week 3-4. Applying a Critical Strategy to Literature
Week 5. Writing From Sources of Literature
PART TWO: LITERATURE AND ITS ELEMENTS 

Week 6-7. Reading and Writing about Fiction

Week 8. Reading and Writing about Poetry

Week 9. Reading and Writing about Drama

Week 10-11. Reading and Writing about the Essay

PART THREE: LITERATURE AND LIFE 

Week 12. Home and Family in Literature
Week 13. Love and Its Complications

Week 14. Lessons from Life

Week 15. The Natural and Unnatural

Week 16. Culture and Identity
