Drama 180: FUNDAMENTALS OF THEATER

Fall, 2004 

[MWF 1:00-1:50PM   Eiben Hall, Ching] 

Bro. Gary E. Morris, S.M.

Office: Eiben Hall 116

Phone:  440-4246

Office Hours:  Mon. & Wed. 2:00-3:00 PM

      



Tues. & Thurs.  3:00-4:00 PM  

[also by appointment]

E-mail address: gmorris@chaminade.edu 

Texts [required]

Theatre.  The Lively Art, by Edwin Wilson and Alvin Goldfarb (Boston: McGraw-Hill College Text), 4th ed., 2002, or 5th ed. (new), 2004

Supplements to the text (may not be included with used texts)

The McGraw-Hill Theatergoer’s Guide, by Alvin Goldfarb, Scott Walters and Edwin Wilson (Boston: McGraw-Hill), 2001

“Making The Grade”, CD-ROM [The CD includes a learning styles assessment, an Internet primer, a Guide to Electronic Research, a study skills primer, a link to the Lively Art Online Learning Center Web site, and 15-20 test questions per chapter.]

Other Supplemental Materials

Articles and other materials and resources may be placed in the Sullivan Library on reserve for this class.  Specific information will be given out as the materials are available.

Expectations and Policies

1. Attendance and participation at all class sessions.

2. Reading all assigned materials and being prepared for discussions, speeches, quizzes and tests.

3. Writing four one-page reflective or analytical essays on varied theater topics

4. Attend and review one live theatrical productions (the Fall CUH production and one community-based production)

Extra Credit

The following are extra credit options for the class:

· Participate in a Service Learning Project and do the required reflection/evaluation;   up to 100 points E.C.
·  Actively participate as a performer or in a running crew (costumes and props, scenery, or sound and lighting) for a CUH Drama Department production this semester; up to 100 points E.C..  The fall productions will be in October and November [plays and performance dates T.B.A.]
· Seeing and reviewing an additional production/performance; up to 50  points E.C.
Grading:

The class grade is determined through a point system.  Points are earned on the four exams and short quizzes, the assignment activities (play attendance/review, short essays); classroom attendance and participation; and any extra credit done for this class.  The following scale of the total points will be used to determine grades:  90-100% is an A; 80-89% is a B; 70-79% is a C; 60-69% is a D; 59% and below is an F.

Grade Value Assignments:         Exams and quizzes:        

60%





       Short Essays:
        

20%




                    Play Attendance/Reviews
        
10%




                    Class Participation/Attendance
10%

Writing Requirements

All written assignments handed into the professor for this class must meet the following criteria:

· The papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, in black ink, using appropriate paper, fonts and standard margins.

· All written work must meet the standard writing requirements set forth by CUH and will be evaluated using a template designed to meet these requirements.

· You must revise and proofread your papers before submitting them.

· All writing assignments must be handed in during the class on the assigned dates unless permission from the professor to hand in a tardy assignment is given in advance.

· Production Reviews (with programs, ticket stubs attached) are due the week following the attendance at the production.  Late reviews will not be accepted.

Attendance Policy

Attendance is taken at every class session.   Contributing to and participating in classroom discussions are expected (attendance and participation are 10% of the class grade).  It is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor in writing concerning all excused absences.  Medical excuses must be accompanied by a doctor’s written verification. 

Make-up Exams
Makeup exams will be of the essay and short answer variety, not the objective type used during the regular class exams.  A make-up exam must be scheduled within one week of the class exam.

COURSE OUTLINE

Week


Topics

   

Readings

Writing

1 Introduction, Experiencing Theater,
Intro. & Ch. 1 (pp1-35)

(Aug. 25, 27)
Audiences and Critics

   2

Stage Performers; The Director and
Chs. 2, 3 (pp.37-74)

(Aug. 30,
the Producer

Sept. 1, 3)

   3

Theater Spaces; Designers: Scenery
Chs. 4, 5 (pp. 77-120)  Short Essay due
(Sept. 8,10)   
and Costumes





           Fri. Sept. 10

   4

Designers: Lighting and Sound

Ch. 6 (pp. 123-141)

(Sept. 13,15,17)          EXAM 1:  Fri., Sept. 17

   5 

The Playwright: Subject, Focus…
Chs. 7, 8 (pp. 143-191)

(Sept.20,22,24)
The Text: Dramatic Genres

   6

Production Profile; Greek and 

Chs. 10 (pp.209-231)   Short Essay
(Sept. 27,29      Roman Theater




                     due Fri. Oct. 1

Oct. 1)

   7

Asian and Medieval Theater

Ch. 11 (pp. 233-253)

(Oct. 4,6,8)

   8

Renaissance Theater: Italy      
Ch. 12 (pp. 255-264)

(Oct. 13, 15)   and France

   9

Renaissance Theater: England

Ch. 12 (pp. 264-285)    Short Essay

(Oct. 18,20,22)
and Spain                                                                                    due Fri. Oct. 22 


Exam 2:  Wed. Oct. 20
    

  10

Eighteenth Century Western

Ch. 13 (pp. 287-305)

(Oct. 25,27,29)
Theater

  11

Nineteenth Century Western 

Chs. 13 (pp. 305-315)

(Nov. 1,3,5)      Theater

  12

 Modern Theater  
                          Ch. 14 (pp.  317-338)
Short Essay 

(Nov. 8,10,12)







        due Fri. Nov. 12

 13                    Modern Theater



Ch. 14 (pp. 317-338)

(Nov. 15,17,19)     EXAM 3:  Fri. Nov. 19

  14

 Modern Theater


Ch. 15 (pp. 341-366)

(Nov. 22, 24)

  15

Contemporary Trends in Theater
Ch. 16 (pp. 369-388)

(Nov. 29, Dec. 1,3)



             Reviews due by Fri. Dec.3

Final Exam:    Monday, Dec. 6, 2004
12:45-2:45 PM

 

