MU 185/285: Private Instruction: Voice

Course Syllabus and Schedule – Fall 2004

	Course Information
	
	Course Number:

Course Title:

Credit Hours:

Meeting Time:
	MU 185/285

Private Instruction: Voice

1 semester hour

To be arranged

	Course Description
	
	Private lessons in beginning voice.  Participation in a group performance at the end of the semester is required.  A nominal studio fee will be charged.  This course does not satisfy the fine arts general education requirement.  Offered every semester by arrangement with instructor.  MU 285 is a continuation of MU 185.  Prerequisites:  Consent of instructor.

	Course Materials
	
	Textbook:

Vaccai: Practical Method of Italian Singing (Available from instructor.)

	
	
	Supplementary Materials:

Vocal repertoire to be chosen by student and instructor.

	
	
	Additional Class Resources:

Students are encouraged to include their own materials to support their vocal studies.

	Instructor Information
	
	Name:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Office Hours:
	Douglas Hall

561-9059

whall@chaminade.edu; idigdoug@earthlink.net

By appointment

	Welcome
	
	I am glad to be part of your introduction or continuing exploration of vocal technique and healthy singing.  I hope to provide you with an organized way of reviewing the course material, while creating a fun and interesting learning environment in which students can gain an understanding of vocal technique, as well as building musicianship and performance skills.

	Introduction
	
	This is an individualized course of applied music instruction, specifically the study of healthy singing technique.  This class will introduce students to various elements of vocal technique while encouraging beginning musicianship skills.

	Student Learning Objectives
	
	1. MU 185/285 students will develop their competency in singing technique and incorporating musicianship skills by attending and participating in each lesson.  (50% of grade)
2. During the course of the Private Instruction in Voice class, students will complete a series of Vaccai singing exercises as given by the instructor.  (10% of grade)
3. By the end of the MU 185/285 class, students will learn a minimum of two songs of differing genres or styles, e.g. one classical song and one Broadway song.  (20% of grade)
4. MU 185/285 students will demonstrate performance skills and progress in the course by participating in the student recital at the end of the semester.  Each student will perform one song of his or her choosing.  The recital will be held in the Mystical Rose Oratory, and the date of the recital and final rehearsal will be announced as soon as it is scheduled.  (20% of grade)

	Weekly Activities
	
	Each lesson will begin with various exercises to develop proper breathing and voice placement, followed by music reading exercises, and concluding with vocal repertoire.  Instructor and student will choose vocal repertoire.

	Instructor’s Expectations
	
	I expect students to attend and participate in all lessons.  Students should be reasonably prepared for each class by practicing music and exercises between lessons, preferably on a daily basis.  Students should bring their music to each lesson.

	Classroom Expectations
	
	Any acts of classroom disruption that go beyond the normal rights of students to question and discuss with instructors the educational process relative to subject content will not be tolerated, in accordance with the Student Rules of Conduct described in the CUH Student Handbook.

Electronic Devices in Class Policy – Cellular telephones, pagers, CD players, radios, and similar devices are prohibited in the classroom and laboratory facilities.  Calculators and computers are prohibited during examinations and quizzes, unless specified.  Reasonable laptop-size computers may be used during lecture for the purpose of taking notes.

	Attendance Requirements
	
	The class meets once a week at the scheduled time.  Because this is an individual lesson, you are the only member of your class; therefore, it is critical that you attend each lesson that we have scheduled.  It is your responsibility to inform the instructor if you will miss class for unavoidable or emergency reasons.  Call or email me before you are absent, so that I do not waste unnecessary time waiting for you.  Unexcused missed lessons will not be made up.

	Grading Procedures
	
	This course is graded Credit or No Credit.  If you have successfully completed all course requirements, you receive credit for your participation in this course.  Due to the nature of this course, an Incomplete grade is not possible, as the necessary work cannot be made up on your own.
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