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Course Information
Course Description:

This course surveys America’s international relations from the founding of the Republic to the present. It addresses a broad spectrum of foreign policy initiatives – ranging from benign and peaceful (i.e., negotiations) to coercive and violent (i.e., armed conflict) – in a variety of geographical settings and considers the impact those initiatives domestically and abroad. Specifically, the course assesses the forces that have influenced and shaped the formulation of American diplomacy over time. Contexts and currents covered include the early Republic, imperial America, World War One, World War Two, the Cold War, the collapse of Soviet communism, and “hyperpower America” as well as the so-called “War on Terror.” 

Course Objectives/Competencies: 
The primary objectives of this course are to help students develop an appreciation for the study of American diplomacy and acquire a greater familiarity with its myriad dimensions. Specifically, upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:
! 
distinguish the characteristics of American diplomacy;

! 
trace the development of American diplomacy and recognize certain of its enduring patterns and influences;

! 
describe processes of paramount importance in the formulation, implementation, and history of American foreign policy;

! 
describe the interactive roles which socio-cultural, political, and economic forces have served in shaping American diplomacy since the late 18th century;

! 
discuss the historical dimensions of contemporary American foreign policy;

! 
express informed judgements on the behavior of America in the world;

! 
analyze cause and effect relationships in the history of American foreign relations;

! 
discuss the major attempts to explain the mitigating factors in the formulation of American diplomacy and the seminal works part of the historiography of American foreign relations.

Required Texts:

! 
Problems and Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations, Vol. 1 (6th edition)

! 
Problems and Issues in the History of American Foreign Relations, Vol. 2 (6th edition)

Grading: 

Requirements include ten (10) response papers, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, and consistent class participation. There are no make-up assignments/examinations, and works submitted late are subject to penalty. Students are graded on a 500-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
Response papers:
250 points (10 X 25 points)

! 
Midterm examination:
100 points

! 
Final examination:
100 points



! 
Class participation:
50 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 450-500 points

! 
B = 400-449 points

! 
C = 350-399 points

! 
D = 300-349 points




! 
F = 299 points or less

Response Papers:
Students must produce ten (10) papers based on assigned readings in their required texts. In their papers, students may consider one or any combination of the following: 

< 
the tone of the primary sources; 

< 
the perspectives offered by the contributing authors in their essays; 

< 
the degree of consistency between the tone of the primary sources and the positions of the contributing authors.

Students may also:

< 
discuss any five (5) new facts or ideas introduced through the readings;

< 
offer critical comments and responses relating to the primary sources, the essays, and the aspect(s) of American foreign relations under consideration.

Each paper must be two (2) to three (3) pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides). Submission deadlines are specified in the Course Schedule. Papers will be composed according to the following segmentation:

! 
Paper # 1: Chs. 1 (P&I, Vol. 1) & 1 (P&I, Vol. 2)

! 
Paper # 2: Chs. 2 & 3 (P&I, Vol. 1) 

! 
Paper # 3: Chs. 7 & 8 (P&I, Vol. 1) 

! 
Paper # 4: Chs. 11 & 14 (P&I, Vol. 1) 

! 
Paper # 5: Chs. 2 & 3 (P&I, Vol. 2) 

! 
Paper # 6: Chs. 4 & 5 (P&I, Vol. 2) 

! 
Paper # 7: Chs. 6 & 7 (P&I, Vol. 2

! 
Paper # 8: Chs. 8 & 9 (P&I, Vol. 2)

! 
Paper # 9: Chs. 10 & 11 (P&I, Vol. 2) 

! 
Paper # 10: Ch. 13 (P&I, Vol. 2)

Examinations: 
Each examination consists of two sections: identifications and essay. The midterm examination is on 7 October; the date for the final examination will be announced in class.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions. More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, which are one of the cornerstones of this course. It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students who do not attend class consistently, as well as students who are persistently late, will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own. It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F,” and possible suspension from the University. Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.” Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors involved is also prohibited.
Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material and/or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.

Course Schedule
! 
Week 1: Introduction

" 
What is diplomacy? 

" 
Who makes and what shapes foreign policy in America?

! 
Week 2: American diplomatic ideals





Paper # 1 due

" 
The Founding Fathers

" 
The Constitution

! 
Week 3: Foreign policy in the early Republic

" 
Birth of American diplomacy

" 
Federalist diplomacy

" 
Monroe Doctrine

! 
Week 4: “Manifest Destiny”






Paper # 2 due

" 
Indian removal

" 
Texas and Mexico

" 
Early expansionism in Asia

" 
Civil War 

! 
Week 5: 1898








Paper # 3 due

" 
Industrialization and naval buildup

" 
Spanish-American War

" 
America as empire

" 
Roosevelt Corollary

! 
Week 6: World War One







Paper # 4 due

" 
Outbreak of war in Europe and American neutrality

" 
American intervention

" 
Wilsonianism and Versailles

" 
Postwar retrenchment

! 
Week 7: Midterm examination

! 
Week 8: World War Two







Paper #5 due

" 
Rise of fascism

" 
Pearl Harbor and the war in Asia and the Pacific

" 
The war in North Africa and Europe

" 
Visions of a new world order

! 
Week 9: Origins of the Cold War






Paper # 6 due

" 
Soviet-American relations

" 
Truman Doctrine

" 
Berlin Crisis

" 
The Korean War

! 
Week 10: Nuclear diplomacy, Taiwan, and Iran




Paper # 7 due

" 
Atomic power

" 
The Taiwan Strait Crisis

" 
Mossadeq and the Shah

! 
Week 11: The Cuban and Vietnamese crises and Détente



Paper # 8 due

" 
The Cuban Missile Crisis

" 
The Vietnam War

" 
Détente

! 
Week 12: Holiday (Veteran’s Day)

! 
Week 13: End of the Cold War






Paper # 9 due

" 
The Soviet war in Afghanistan

" 
Reagan and the new arms race

" 
End of the Soviet empire

! 
Week 14: Holiday (Thanksgiving Recess)

! 
Week 15: “Hyperpower” America and the “War on Terror”



Paper # 10 due

" 
America as global hegemon

" 
11 September 2001

" 
George W. Bush, neo-conservatism, and contemporary American diplomacy






