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Course Information
Course Description: 

This course surveys the history, political and economic systems, and cultures of Southeast Asia to the 19th century.  The specific themes and issues it examines include the physical and human landscape, belief systems, state formation and consolidation, the rise of empires, trade, and early contacts with the West.

Course Objectives/Competencies: 





The primary objective of this course is to help students achieve a respectable understanding of Southeast Asian societies in the pre-modern era, including their history and culture. Moreover, upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
! 
describe common and regional characteristics of Southeast Asian societies shaped by geographic and climatic conditions;

! 
trace the development of major Southeast Asian political entities in the pre-modern era and discuss their significance in regional and world history;

! 
distinguish among and describe Southeast Asian philosophical and religious traditions, value systems, and institutions;

! 
analyze patterns of contact and exchange, conflict and accommodation between various Southeast Asian societies among themselves and with foreign nations and interpret their impact;

! 
identify and demonstrate an understanding of major events, issues, and concepts that affect Southeast Asian national identities and their place in the global community.

Required Texts: 
! 
Tarling, N. (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: From Early Times C. 1500, Vol.1 Part 1.

! 
Tarling, N. (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: From C. 1500 to C. 1800, Vol. 1 Part 2.

! 
Reid, A. Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce 1450-1680, Volume One: The Lands Below the Winds.

! 
Reid, A. Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce 1450-1680, Volume Two: Expansion and Crisis.

Grading: 

Requirements include nine (9) in-class group assignments, one (1) midterm examination, one (1) final examination, one (1) research paper, and consistent class participation. There are no make-up assignments/examinations, and works submitted late are subject to penalty. Students are graded on a 500-point scale, with the following distribution:

! 
Group assignments:
90 points (9 X 10 points)

! 
Midterm examination:
100 points

! 
Final examination:
100 points



! 
Research paper:

150 points

! 
Class participation:
60 points

Final Grade: 
Final grades are determined by the overall accumulation of points, according to the following scale:

! 
A = 450-500 points

! 
B = 400-449 points

! 
C = 350-399 points

! 
D = 300-349 points




! 
F = 299 points or less

Group Assignments:
Throughout the semester and for periods of varying duration, students will work in groups of three (3) to four (4) to comprehensively answer questions issued by the instructor relating to assigned readings from the two volumes of Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce.  Each series of questions will form the basis of a class discussion to follow completion of the group work.  Considering the nature of these assignments, it is essential that students read each assigned section before attending class.  The readings for and date of each assignment are listed in the Course Schedule.  
Examinations: 

Each examination consists of two sections: identifications and essay. The midterm examination is on 12 October; the date for the final examination will be announced in class.

Research Paper: 
Students will produce one (1) major research paper on a topic of their choice, pending approval by the instructor.  This paper will be of a length of ten (10) to twelve (12) typed, double-spaced pages.  It must include an introduction, footnotes/endnotes, and a bibliography.  Specific guidelines are attached.

Class Participation: 
Students are expected to actively participate in the class. Participation includes asking and answering questions.  More significantly, participation consists of getting involved in class discussions, which are one of the cornerstones of this course.  It is thus essential that students perform all assigned readings in a timely manner, as iterated above.

Attendance: 
Students must attend class in order to pass this course. Students who do not attend class consistently, as well as students who are persistently late, will fail the course.
Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is the submission of the work of another as one’s own.  It is a serious offense, any incidence of which will result in dismissal from the course, a grade of “F,” and possible suspension from the University.  Plagiarism, according to the Chaminade University of Honolulu Policy Manual, includes but is not limited to “complete or partial copying directly from a written published or unpublished source without proper acknowledgment to the author”; “paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment”; and “submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper, manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual.”  Submission of the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining prior authorization from the instructors involved is also prohibited.
Troubleshooting: 
Students are encouraged to meet with the instructor if struggling with the course material and/or to discuss any other issue of relevance.

Class Cancellation: 
In case the instructor is delayed, students are required to wait fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled start of class; thereafter, they are free to leave.

Etiquette: 

No food is allowed in the classroom. Furthermore, students need be aware that cellular phones must be turned off during class.

Course Schedule

CH1 = The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: From Early Times C. 1500, Vol.1 Part 1.

CH2 = The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia: From C. 1500 to C. 1800, Vol. 1 Part 2.

AC1 = Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce 1450-1680, Volume One: The Lands Below the Winds.

AC2 = Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce 1450-1680, Volume Two: Expansion and Crisis.

! 
Week 1: Introduction: Southeast Asian Studies in Contemporary Perspective (CH1, 1-50)

! 
Week 2: Landscape and People (CH1, 55-61)

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC1, Chs. 1 & 2

! 
Week 3: Belief Systems to 1500 (CH1, 281-333) 

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC1, Ch. 3

! 
Week 4: Early Kingdoms of the Mainland  (CH1, 137-73)

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC1, Ch. 4

! 
Week 5: Early Kingdoms of the Archipelago (CH1, 173-81)


" 
Video presentation: The Five Faces of God
" 
Research proposal and tentative bibliography due

! 
Week 6: Political Economy, Agriculture and Trade on the Mainland to 1500 (CH1, 192-96; 229-272)

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC1, Ch. 5

! 
Week 7:  Political Economy, Agriculture and Trade in the Archipelago to 1500 (CH1, 196-229)

" 
Review session

! 
Week 8: Midterm examination

! 
Week 9: The Coming of Europeans (CH2, 1-51)

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC2, Ch. 1

! 
Week 10: Belief Systems from 1500 to 1800 (CH2, 164-223) 

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC2, Ch. 2

" 
First draft of research paper due

! 
Week 11: Feature film presentation: The Legend of Suriyothai
! 
Week 12: Centralization and the Rise of Imperial States (CH2, 58-111) 

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC2, Ch. 3

! 
Week 13: Socio-economic Conditions, 1400-1800 (CH2, 116-60)

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC2, Ch. 4

! 
Week 14: Domestic Turmoil and Foreign Encroachment (CH2, 228-268)

" 
Group assignment and discussion: AC2, Ch. 5

! 
Week 15: Conclusion

" 
Review session

" 
Research paper due

Research Paper Guidelines
The research paper is worth 150 points, according to the following distribution:

! 
Research proposal and tentative bibliography:
25 points

! 
First draft:




25 points

! 
Final paper:




100 points

Failure to submit the proposal and bibliography will result in a loss of 25 points for the paper grade; failure to submit the first draft will result in the loss of 25 points for the paper grade.  The final paper must include a title page, an introduction, a well-developed core, a conclusion, footnotes or endnotes, as well as a bibliography.  The final draft must be no less than ten (10) full pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides), excluding bibliography and title page.

STEP 1: Select a Topic
History is a medium used to reconstruct the past.  Accordingly, in a history paper, it becomes the duty of the author to present a fresh interpretation of a past development based on credible sources.  Drawing from your knowledge and experiences, select a topic that pertains to one aspect of pre-modern Southeast Asian history or culture.  This topic should not be too broad nor too narrow; each student is strongly encouraged to consult with the instructor as they seek a focus for their paper.

STEP 2: Find Appropriate Sources
A history paper is only as good as the sources on which it is based.  An effort substantiated by poor sources will be without value, no matter how outstanding the prose.  Conversely, an effort corroborated by reliable sources has the potential to be recognized as excellent despite the fact that the writing is not commendable.  Therefore, it is crucial that students, after having selected a topic, find and access the most recent and credible sources relating to that topic.  Scholarly books and articles are reliable sources; the Internet is not.

STEP 3: Produce a Research Proposal and a Tentative Bibliography (25 points)
Having found a focus for their research and considered available sources, students are to submit a one (1) page (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides) research proposal explaining the nature of their project.  Along with their proposal, students must submit a tentative bibliography listing no less than five suitable books relevant to their research topic.  Due date for submission of research proposal and tentative bibliography is 21 September.

STEP 4: Read and Take Notes
Once you have collected a satisfactory amount of materials, start reading.  As you do so, write down those pieces of information you consider of relevance to your project.  Because you will need to reference all citations and quotations in your paper, always include the page number and source of the information in your notes.

STEP 5: Develop a Thesis
As you conduct your research, you will inevitably develop your own understanding of the topic.  This interpretation of the topic should become your thesis.  This thesis should help you navigate through the rest of the information at your disposal and guide you through your research.

STEP 6: Produce a First Draft (25 points)
Having completed the research process, start writing the actual paper.  First, organize your notes in such a way that your thesis may be effectively conveyed. Then, start writing, keeping in mind that as your present basic facts, you also want to convince the reader of the legitimacy of your interpretation.  Thus, your paper will not only provide useful information, but also offer an interpretation that is potentially fresh and unique.  To show evidence of progress, students must submit a first draft of their paper no later than 26 October.  This first draft must be no less than five (5) full pages in length (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, 1" margins on all sides).

STEP 7: Submit the Final Draft (100 points)
Upon completion of their research and following an exhaustive proofreading of the final draft, students will submit their paper.  In addition to a hardcopy of their paper, students must also submit an electronic version.  Due date for submission of the final paper (hardcopy and electronic version) is 30 November.

Suggested Readings
General Books
Bellwood, P., Prehistory of the Indo-Malaysian Archipelago
Coedes, G., The Indianized States of Southeast Asia The Making of Southeast Asia
Fisher, C., Southeast Asia: A Social, Economic and Political Geography
Hall, D.G.E., History of Southeast Asia
Hall, K., Maritime Trade and State Development in Early Southeast Asia
Heine-Geldern, R., Conceptions of State and Kingship in Southeast Asia

Keyes, C., The Golden Peninsula

Lester, R., Theravada Buddhism in Southeast Asia

Marr, D. and A. Milner (eds.), Southeast Asia in the 9th to the 14th Centuries
Purcell, V., The Chinese in Southeast Asia
Reid, A., Southeast Asia in the Age of Commerce, 2 vols.
Steinberg, D.J. (ed.), In Search of Southeast Asia
Tarling, N. (ed.), The Cambridge History of Southeast Asia, 2 vols.

Burma
Aung-Thwin, M., Pagan: The Origins of Modern Burma
Harvey, G.E., A History of Burma
Lieberman, V., Burmese Administrative Cycles: Anarchy and Conquest, 1580-1760
Phayre, A.P., A History of Burma
Woodman, D., The Making of Burma

Cambodia
Coedes, G., Angkor: An Introduction
Chandler, D., A History of Cambodia
Indonesia
Legge, J., Indonesia
Missen, G.J., Viewpoint on Indonesia
Ricklefs, M.C., A History of Modern Indonesia

Laos
Breazeale, K., Integration of the Lao States into the Thai Kingdom
McCoy, A.W. (ed.), Laos
Malay World
Andaya, B.W. & L.Y., History of Malaysia
Turnbull, C.M., A History of Malaysia, Singapore, and Brunei
Windstedt, R.O., The Malays: A Cultural History

Philippines
Agoncillo, T., History of the Filipino People
Cushner, N., Spain in the Philippines
Majul, C.A., Muslims in the Philippines
McCoy, A.W., Philippines Social History
Steinberg, D., The Philippines
Thailand
Cady, J., Thailand, Burma, Laos and Cambodia
Kasetsiri, C., Rise of Ayudhya
Wyatt, D.K., A Short History of Thailand

Vietnam
Taylor, K., The Birth of Vietnam
Woodside, A., Vietnam and the Chinese Model





