MU 108: Music Theory I

Course Syllabus and Schedule – Fall 2004

	Course Information
	
	Course Number:

Course Title:

Credit Hours:

Meeting Time:
	MU 108

Music Theory I

3 semester hours

Thursdays, 2:00 PM – 4:50 PM

	Course Description
	
	An introduction to the basic aspects of music theory and fundamentals of western staff notation.  This course is geared toward building a foundation of knowledge in music and prepares the student for further musical pursuits, a career in classroom teaching, in developing an appreciation of music, and building compositional skills.  Instrument recommended, such as 'ukulele, recorder, or guitar.

	Course Materials
	
	Textbook:

Fundamentals of Music, 4th Ed., by Earl Henry  (ISBN 0-13-112093-X)

	
	
	Supplementary Materials:

CD of recorded examples to accompany text  (ISBN 0-07-112094-8)

	
	
	Additional Class Resources:

I will provide additional music resources for class activities.  Students will also be encouraged to utilize library and Internet resources for some assignments.

	Instructor Information
	
	Name:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Office Hours:
	Douglas Hall

561-9059

whall@chaminade.edu; idigdoug@earthlink.net

Thursdays, by appointment

	Welcome
	
	I am glad to be part of your introduction or continuing exploration of music theory and fundamentals.  I hope to provide you with an organized way of reviewing the course material, while creating a fun and interesting learning environment in which students can gain an understanding of music notation and begin building musicianship skills.

	Introduction
	
	This is a survey course of music theory, specifically the fundamentals of music notation and music reading.  This class will introduce students to music reading while encouraging beginning keyboard instrument skills.

	Student Learning Objectives
	
	1. MU 108 students will develop their competency in music fundamentals and incorporating musicianship skills by attending each class and participating in class activities.  (25% of grade)
2. During the course of the Music Theory I class, students will complete ten supplementary exercises found in the text and submit them by due dates given in the syllabus. (25% of grade)
3. By the end of the MU 108 class, students will complete four unit reviews found in the text and submit them by due dates stated in the syllabus. (10% of grade)
4. MU 108 students will take self-tests following lecture and exercises to assess understanding of musical concepts.  These tests will be graded in class and may not be made up. (10% of grade)
5. During the MU 108 midterm and final exams, students will demonstrate their ability to identify concepts of music theory and notation by correctly answering short answer items on a teacher-constructed test. (30% of grade)

	Weekly Activities
	
	Each class will consist of instructor lecture and workbook exercises, supported by class participation and discussion.  Students will be given opportunities for individual musical skill building, which will be used to facilitate class discussion.  Self-tests will be taken and graded in class to assess students’ understanding of lecture and exercises.

	Instructor’s Expectations
	
	I expect students to attend and participate in all classes.  Students should be reasonably prepared for each class by reviewing all assigned readings and recorded examples and completing all assignments.  Students should bring their textbook and note paper to each class; however, it is not necessary to bring the CDs.  Self-tests taken and graded in class may not be made up.  The midterm exam will cover Parts I & II (Chapters 1-5); the final exam will cover Parts III & IV (Chapters 6-10).

	Classroom Expectations
	
	Any acts of classroom disruption that go beyond the normal rights of students to question and discuss with instructors the educational process relative to subject content will not be tolerated, in accordance with the Student Rules of Conduct described in the CUH Student Handbook.

Electronic Devices in Class Policy – Cellular telephones, pagers, CD players, radios, and similar devices are prohibited in the classroom and laboratory facilities.  Calculators and computers are prohibited during examinations and quizzes, unless specified.  Reasonable laptop-size computers may be used during lecture for the purpose of taking notes.

	Attendance Requirements
	
	The class meets once a week, 3 hours per class, on Thursday.  If you miss one class, you will be missing a significant amount of information; therefore, it is critical that you attend each class session that we meet.  It is your responsibility to inform the instructor if you will miss class for unavoidable or emergency reasons.  The syllabus lists material to be covered and it is your responsibility to complete all assignments.  Call or email me before you are absent.

	Withdrawal Procedures
	
	If you feel that circumstances beyond your control are interfering with your ability to attend class or complete the course of study, you can request an Incomplete (I).  Remember, you only have 90 days to complete course requirements, or the I will default to an F.  You may withdraw, but you should check with CUH officials to determine how this action might affect your grade point average or financial assistance.

	Grading Procedures
	
	Below you will find the percentage of points necessary to earn various grades.

	
	
	A=

B=

C=

D=

F=
	90 – 100%

80 – 89%

70 – 79%

60 – 69%

< 60%

	Instructor’s Evaluation Process
	
	There are two announced examinations.  No make-up exams will be allowed without prior arrangements being made.  Make-up exams must be taken when scheduled.

I expect all students to prepare for examination, attend lecture, read the chapters, and listen to recorded examples.  If you are absent or late, you are responsible for getting the course notes, handouts, and assignments you missed.

	Academic Honesty Policy
	
	The CUH 2004-2005 Student Handbook addresses the Academic Honesty policy on page 74 as follows:

“Students are responsible for promoting academic honesty at Chaminade by not participating in or facilitating others’ participation in any act of academic dishonesty, and by reporting incidences of academic dishonesty (such as theft of tests, records, and other confidential materials, altering grades, and/or plagiarism) to their instructors. Questions of academic dishonesty are reviewed first by the instructor, followed by the Chair who supervises the faculty teaching the courses.”

	Core Marianist Education Principles
	
	The course emphasizes the five Marianist education principles that govern the core curriculum:

1. Education for Formation in Faith by encouraging students who wish to incorporate their developing music skills into their worship activities.

2. Integral, Quality Education by challenging students with educational activities that enrich their intellectual, artistic, and social development.

3. Education and the Family Spirit through providing a supportive environment in which students may feel free to experiment and learn.

4. Education for Service, Peace, and Justice by developing the student’s discerning musical ear and appreciation for high quality performance.

5. Education for Adaptation and Change through teaching students the timeless language of music while utilizing technology for learning.


	Course Calendar

	Readings
	Recorded Examples
	Assignments Due/Exams

	Class 1, Thu, Aug 26:  Introduction/The Notation of Rhythm

	Chapter 1
	
	

	Class 2, Thu, Sep 2:  The Notation of Pitch

	Chapter 2
	Examples 1-2 (Tracks 2-4)
	Ch. 1 Supplementary Studies (p. 25-27)

	Class 3, Thu, Sep 9:  The Keyboard

	Chapter 3
	Example 3 (Tracks 5-7)
	Ch. 2 Supplementary Studies (p. 49-51)

	Class 4, Thu, Sep 16:  Simple Meters

	Chapter 4
	Examples 4-10  (Tracks 8-16)
	Ch. 3 Supplementary Studies (p. 79-81)

Part I Unit Review (p. 81-82)


	Class 5, Thu, Sep 23:  Compound Meters

	Chapter 5
	Examples 11-14 (Tracks 17-22)
	Ch. 4 Supplementary Studies (p. 113-116)

	Class 6, Thu, Oct 7:  Midterm Exam

	

	
	Midterm Exam

Ch. 5 Supplementary Studies (p. 145-146)

Part II Unit Review (p. 147-148)

	Class 7, Thu, Oct 14:  Major Scales and Keys

	Chapter 6

	Examples 15-17 (Tracks 23-26)
	

	Class 8, Thu, Oct 21:  Intervals

	Chapter 7

	Examples 18-20 (Tracks 27-36)
	Ch. 6 Supplementary Studies (p. 175-177)

	Class 9, Thu, Oct 28:  Minor Scales and Keys

	Chapter 8

	Examples 21-26 (Tracks 37-43)
	Ch. 7 Supplementary Studies (p. 209-212)

	Class 10, Thu, Nov 4:  Root-Position Triads

	Chapter 9
	Examples 27-29 (Tracks 44-49)
	Ch. 8 Supplementary Studies (p. 241-244)

Part III Unit Review (p. 245-247)

	No Class – Thursday, November 11 – Veteran’s Day

	Class 11, Thu, Nov 18:  Inverted Triads

	Chapter 10
	Examples 30-32 (Tracks 50-54)
	Ch. 9 Supplementary Studies (p. 271-277)

	No Class – Thursday, November 25 – Thanksgiving

	Class 12, Thu, Dec 2:  Review

	
	
	Ch. 10 Supplementary Studies (p. 299-303)

Part IV Unit Review (p. 305-306)

	Final Exam – Wednesday, December 8 – 12:45-2:45 PM


Class 1

	Topic
	
	Introduction

The Notation of Rhythm

	Objectives
	
	· Introductions

· Review syllabus, calendar, & assignments

· Rhythmic values, measures, dots, & ties

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 1


Class 2

	Topic
	
	The Notation of Pitch

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 1 material

· Staff, clef, octaves, & ledger lines

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 2

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 1-2


Class 3

	Topic
	
	The Keyboard

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 2 material

· Keyboard, accidentals, & octave designation

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 3

	Recorded Examples
	
	Example 3


Class 4

	Topic
	
	Simple Meters

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 3 material

· Duple, triple, quadruple meters

· Barlines, beat division/subdivision, time signatures, & syncopation

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 4

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 4-10


Class 5

	Topic
	
	Compound Meters

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 4 material

· Beat division/subdivision, compound time signatures

· Borrowed division

· Self-test

· Review for midterm exam

	Readings
	
	Chapter 5

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 11-14


Class 6

	Topic
	
	Midterm Examination

	Assessments
	
	Midterm Exam (Part I through Part II)


Class 7

	Topic
	
	Major Scales and Keys

	Objectives
	
	· Major scale, transposition, & major keys

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 6

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 15-17


Class 8



	Topic
	
	Intervals

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 7 material

· Interval types, qualities, enharmonics, circle of fifths, & inversions

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 7

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 18-20


Class 9



	Topic
	
	Minor Scales and Keys

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 8 material

· Minor scales, variations, minor keys, & key relationships

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 8

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 21-26


Class 10



	Topic
	
	Root-Position Triads

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 9 material

· Root position, triad qualities, identification, & arpeggiated triads

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 9

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 27-29


Class 11



	Topic
	
	Inverted Triads

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 10 material

· First & second inversions, open & close positions, triad identification

· Self-test

	Readings
	
	Chapter 10

	Recorded Examples
	
	Examples 30-32


Class 12



	Topic
	
	Review

	Objectives
	
	· Review Class 11 material

· Review for Final Exam


Final Exam



	Topic
	
	Final Examination

	Assessments
	
	Final Exam (Part III through Part V)
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