GE 204: Geography of Hawai`i


8/04

Inst: Richard Bordner

Off. Hours: Upper (mauka) Portables, #114, M & F 10-11, 1-2, T/R 10-12 or by app’t. 

Phone: 739-4644 (off.), e-mail= rbordner@chaminade.edu or bordnerr001@hawaii.rr.com
Texts:  Morgan, Joseph  1996.  Hawai`i: A Unique Geography.  Honolulu: Bess Press.

MacDonald, G. & W. Kyselka.  1967.  Anatomy of an Island: B.P.B.M. Special Pub. #55.  Honolulu: Bishop Museum Press.

Thrum, George T. (R. Bordner, comp.).  1878-1934.  George T. Thrum’s Almanacs and Annuals: Being a Compilation of the Articles from the Hawaiian Annual from 1878 to 1933.  Ms. (given out as pdf cd).
Course Description:  This course is designed to provide you with a basic introduction into the human and physical environments found in Hawaii.  We will examine both past, present and future landscapes in Hawaii with a major emphasis on the interaction between the human and physical conditions.  A theme throughout the semester will be the unique nature of the ecosystems in Hawai`i, their fragility and the implications for planning and social change here in Hawai`i.

Course Objectives:
1.  To develop a greater awareness of the relevance of the geographical perspective;

2.  To develop a greater sensitivity to the complex dynamics of human-environment interaction in the unique ecosystems of the Hawaiian islands;

3.  To encourage a more sophisticated awareness of complex relationship between social and environmental needs in a small and isolated environment.

4.  To directly address the Program goal of providing students with the tools they need to provide leadership roles and competency in a complex multicultural world, through understanding the perceptions and motivations of diverse ethnic groups and how they interact;
5.  To directly address the Marianist goals of building collaborative learning communities and also integrating diverse viewpoints and values, through broadening your horizons as to the motivations and attitudes of individuals from cultural and ethnic backgrounds outside of your own experience.

Grading:
1.  Exams: There will be 2 exams in this class, each worth 20% of the total course grade (40%  total).  They will be essay in format and take-home.

2.  Research Paper: You will be required to do a 8-12 page (text, double-spaced 10 pt. Times format) research paper on a topic related to the course.  It must contain a minimum of 3 sources other than the text.  You must clear the topic with me or gamble on the consequences.  The paper will count for 25% of the course grade.  You can substitute a Service Learning Project for the research paper.  At present these include: (a) State Archives database project [either photos, land information or immigration data]; (b) State Historic Sites database project, or (c) Project Shine elderly immigrant tutoring.  With the Service Learning option you must complete a daily journal of your experiences and a final summation of the experience, how it relates to the material you learned in this class and its impact on you.  No paper/project results in failure for the class.

3.  Group Work:  We will have at least one simulation where you will have to take positions and present a point of view as a group.  You will be graded on your participation in the group setting and the quality of your argument in the group presentations.  The group work will count for 5% of the course grade.

4.  Field Trips: I will give you a set of guides for a series of fieldtrips.  You will be required to go on two of them and write a short essay based on the questions in the guide.  This will count for 15% of the course grade.

5.  Class Participation/attendance: Attendance is mandatory (university policy).  The Morgan text is quite good but we are all living in the subject material for the class so I expect all of you to participate—remember that your opinion is as valid as anyone elses, and that your observations may provide a new perspective that no one else has noticed.  If you don’t participate then I lecture more—a threat.  Participation and attendance counts for 10% of the course grade.


Grading: Exams (2)………..40%


A= 90-100

D= 60-69


Res. Paper/Serv. Learning….. 25%

B= 80-89

F= -60


Group Work …………….. 5%


C= 70-79


Field Trips ……………….. 15%


Part/Attend………………. 10%





GE 204: Course Schedule


8/04

Aug. 
23: Introduction

          

Ass: Read M. Ch. 1-2

25: Island formation—plate tectonics



Ass: Read M. ch. 3-4, MacDonald all


27: Vulcanology and the geologic features of the Hawaiian Islands

30: Geological sequences of change in Hawai’i

Sept.
1: Geology walk 


3: Other geological forces in Hawai’i



Ass: Read M. ch. 5-7


6: Holiday

8: Climate and ocean

     
10: Shaping the land with the elements



Ass: Read M. ch. 8-10

     
13: Dry & Wet environments in Hawai’i


15: Microenvironments

 
17: Impacts of plant and animal introductions—fragility in microenvironments

Ass: Read M. ch. 11-12

     
20: Polynesian arrival, the development of Hawaiian society and the environmental impacts



Ass: Read Thrum selections (TBA)


22: The development of Hawaiian society


24: Population and social pressures in pre-contact Hawaii


27: Hawaiian society at the time of European contact

29: The arrival of the Europeans, environmental impacts and changing cultural landscapes



Ass: Read M. ch. 13-18

Oct.
1: Dancing for power—1800-1860

4: Issues of perception, land control, ethnicity and the cash economy in Hawai’i



Ass: Read M. ch. 25-26, Thrum selections (TBA)

     
6: The changing pattern of political and economic control in the 19th century landscape

8: The implications of the shift from the plantation to tourism


11: Holiday     


13: Political & economic change in the 20th century landscape

15: Economic realities in the 21st century in Hawai’i 

     
18: Ethnic identity in contemporary Hawaii—what is local, what isn’t

20: Hawaiian identity, sovereignty discussions and it’s viability in the 21st century  / Hand out EXAM I

     
22: Social models of Hawaii’s future



Ass: Read M. ch. 19, Thrum selections (TBA)

     
25: Islands: The Big Island

     
27: The Big Island / EXAM I DUE


Ass: Read M. ch. 20, Thrum TBA

29: The Big Island

Nov.    
1: Maui



Ass: Read M. ch. 21, Thrum TBA


3: Maui


5: Maui

8: O`ahu


10: O`ahu

12: O`ahu



Ass: Read M. ch. 22, Thrum TBA

     
15: O`ahu


17: O`ahu

19: Kaua`i & Ni`ihau

     
22: Kaua`i & Ni`ihau



Ass: Read M. ch. 23-24

     
24: Moloka`i & Lana`i

     
25-26: Thanksgiving Break

29: Moloka`i and Lana`i

Dec.
1 The Northwestern Islands / Hand Out Exam II

3: Hawai`i's Future Possibilities and Probabilities / RESEARCH PAPER DUE
9: EXAM II 10:30-12:30
AN 340/GE 204 THRUM READING ASSIGNMENTS

8/04

From Vol. 1: Retrospectives, Trivia and Maritime:
Retrospectives: Pick one yearly retrospective from each decade (1880’s, 1890’s, etc.).  Try to look at the themes and what happened in that year—especially note the changing tones of which ethnic groups are good or bad, where building is occurring, and relationships with other governments.

Retro articles: Read “Changing Honolulu (1925, History in Honolulu Streets (1932), Bits of Unwritten History (19?? By Sheldon).  How much did Honolulu/Hawai`i change from 1850-1910?

Maritime Casualties:  If you are into the ocean in any way, or if you have a good imagination, skim through this section and try to understand how risky early ocean travel was, and how far from anyplace Hawai`i was (and still is).

From Vol. 2: IHala and Archaeology:
IHala section (traditional Hawaiian culture):  Read one of the ‘plant’ articles (hau, olona, etc.) to get some sense of how sophisticated and comprehensive traditional Hawaiian understanding of their plant world was.  Read “Hawaiian Names of Relationships… (1884 by Hyde)” to get some idea of the structure of the traditional kinship system.  Read “Ancient Idolatrous Customs and Kapus… (1890 by Ii)”, along with “Ancient Hawaiian Religious Beliefs (1911 by Kamakau/Thrum) and “The Gods of Ancient Time (1927 by Thrum)” and compare Ii with Kamakau-Thrum.  Read “Ancient Hawaiian Water Rights (1894 by Nakuina)”, “Hawaiian Water Rights (1913 by Perry)”, “Mamalahoa, an Ancient Hawaiian Law… (1894 by Hopkins)”, and “Hawaiian Land Terms (1925 by Thrum)” and try to get some sense of traditional Hawaiian law and the changes after European arrival—also compare and relate to Merry’s discussion.  If you are interested in Hawaiian language, the proverbs/conundrums articles are interesting reading (1883 Sheldon/Hyde, 1886 Hyde, 1888 Hyde).

IHala for GE 204: Along with above, read “Bird Hunters of Ancient Hawaii (1894 by Emerson) and Hawaiian Surf Riding (1896 by Thrum).  Compare to modern attitudes and values in these same areas.  The place names articles are required reading: “Hawaiian Poetical Names for Places (1887 by Hyde)”; “Meaning of Some Hawaiian Place-Names… (1901 by Lyons and comments by ECB)”; “Hawaiian Duplicated Place Names (1905 by Thrum).

Archaeology for both classes:  Read “Tales from the Temples (1907 by Thrum)”—don’t worry about the location but try and get some sense of how the religious system operated and the roles of religious sites.  Recommended but not required is the same for the other islands “Tales of the Temples (1908, 1909 by Thrum)” for the other islands.

From Vol. 3: Folklore:

For both classes:  Read “Ku-ula, the Fish God of Hawaii (1901 by Keliipio/Nakuina)” and “Ai-ai, Son of Ku-ula… (1902 by Keliipio/Emerson)”.  Read at least 3 more of your choice—note the variations in phrasing and the subliminal text of the authors.
From Vol. 4: Hawaii-Nei:
For both classes:  Read “Bits of Unwritten History (1882 by Sheldon)”; “A Brief History of Land Titles… (1891 by Alexander)”; “History of the Provisional Cessation of the Hawaiian Islands… (1893 by Thrum)”; “Eminent Hawaiian Women who were Early Converts (1893 by Chamberlain)”; “Brief History of Rebellion (1896 by Thrum)”; “History of Immigration to Hawaii (1896 by Alexander)”; “Obsolete Street Names (1897 by Thrum)”; “Brief History Differences between Hawaii and Japan (1898 by Bishop)”; “Honolulu in 1853 (1899 by Goodale)”; “Honolulu in Primitive Days (1901 by Thrum)”; “Sandalwood Trade of Early Hawaii (1905 by Thrum)”; “Honolulu Events 1842-44 (1905 by Thrum)”; “Early Ascent of Mauna Loa… (1908 by Menzies/Thrum)”; “Ascent of Hualalai (1910 by Menzies/Thrum)”; “Early Ulupalakua Data (1926 by Thrum)”.

For AN 340: Ethnic articles:  Read “Portuguese Immigration… (1887 by Marques)”; “The Chinese Question... (1890 by Thrum)”; “Chinese Immigration… (1894 by Wright)”; “Japan’s Peaceful Invasion (1898 by Hobson)”; “Plantation Labor Troubles… (1910 by Thrum)”; “Securing the Wainiha Water-Right Lease (1924 by Thrum)”.

For any Education Majors, you should read: “Early Industrial Teaching… (1895 by Alexander)”; “Educational System of Hawaii (1896 by Atkinson)”; “Education in Hawaii (1898 by Alexander)”; “Educational Progress… (1899 by Townsend)”.

Required for all, but also a good historical mystery (with no solution yet): “The Kamehameha IV-Neilson Tragedy (1906 by Thrum)”.

GE 204 only: “The Making of a Lariat (1928 by Searle).
