EN 101: Introduction to Expository Writing (Section 10)
Instructor: 
Lance Uyeda

Texts:

Writing with a Thesis: A Rhetoric and Reader, 8th Edition



The Brief Penguin Handbook, 2003 Edition


Exercise Book for Brief Penguin Handbook



A college dictionary and thesaurus (recommended)

Introduction
Introduction to Expository Writing is a course in the theory and practice of non-fiction writing. The goal of the course is to help you improve and gain confidence in your ability to read critically and write clearly and effectively.  

Critical Reading
Instead of merely skimming a text for information and accepting this information passively, a critical reader assumes an active, questioning attitude towards the various elements of a text, including the claims it argues, the evidence it presents, the language it uses, and the premises it assumes. In other words, reading as a critic—as a sophisticated, educated reader—requires moving beyond a merely literal account of what the text says to an understanding of what the text means.  Ultimately, the critical reading process requires studying and analyzing the implications of textual details to discover how the text makes meaning.

Pre-Writing

The first step in writing is to annotate your responses to the texts as a reader.  This means underlining or highlighting, taking notes to formulate your questions, objections, and other responses to the authors’ statements, logic, examples, and language. Good writing is not only a matter of choosing precise words and arranging them in grammatically correct sentences and coherently structured, well developed paragraphs—although these formal elements are required for an effective presentation of your ideas. But the validity of your ideas will depend on the degree of analysis and interpretation you’ve brought to the text, in the first stage, as a careful, responsive reader.

Drafting and Revising
Good writing is recursive: it involves initial reading and responsive writing, then rereading, further thinking, and rewriting. This recurring process called revision (“re-seeing”) is necessary to create essays that present insightful responses to the questions thinking readers ask of texts.  If you attempt to write without fully engaging in this process of revision, your essays will tend to be superficial reports or even mere summaries of what texts say, similar to book reports. However, your goal is to explain and respond to what texts mean, not just report what they say.  No writer, however experienced, can reach this depth of understanding and response without producing several drafts built through several readings of each text.
Requirements
· During the semester you will write four 5-7 pg. analytical papers and occasional short (2-3 pg.) essays.  

· Papers must by typed (12 pt. Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1” margins) and turned in on time.  Late papers will be subject to grade reduction and late drafts will not receive comments.  Papers are due at the beginning of class on their given due dates. 
· Rough drafts, when assigned, must also be turned in on time; late rough drafts may result in a reduction of the paper’s overall final grade.  I will not read the final draft of any paper whose required rough draft has not been turned in.

· You should be prepared for occasional unannounced reading quizzes.
· Completion of all non-graded written work, in-class and take-home, is required to pass, as is participation in in-class group work and peer review.  

· Attendance is mandatory.  Any unexcused absences may result in deductions to your overall semester grade.  Three unexcused absences are grounds for failure in the course.  Three tardies will count as one unexcused absence.  Four or more excused absences—for sickness, etc.—may result in deductions to your participation grade.  
Grading
60%
Analytical papers

20%
Short essays
  5% 
Reading quizzes
15%
Participation

Grading of the 5-7 pg. analytical papers will break down as follows: 10% Paper 1; 15% Paper 2; 15% Paper 3; 20% Paper 4
Participation includes: On-time completion of all graded and non-graded writing assignments; timely attendance; participation in discussions; participation in in-class group work
Office Hours
My scheduled time to meet with students is Wednesday 3:00-4:30.  You may also meet with me by appointment.  

Contact Information
554-6268 (cell)

luyeda@gmail.com
