ED460: Introduction to Exceptional Children (Fall 2004)

Chaminade University of Honolulu Dept. of Education

Instructor: 
Judy Tran



Room 130 Education Building



jtran@chaminade.edu


808 739 8540

Goal: The goal of this course is to gain an understanding of children with special needs who are served jointly by special and general education through mainstreaming or inclusion or by Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 through general education and other programs available at the school.  It will include knowledge of concepts, research, and practical applications of instructional strategies to meet the needs of these children.  

Objectives: 
1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the models, theories, philosophies and history that provide the basis for special education practice.  Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 1.K.1

2. Students will demonstrate an understanding of rights and responsibilities of parents, students, teachers, other professionals and schools as they relate to individuals with disabilities.  CEC 1.K.5, 7.K.4; Hawaii Teachers Standards Board (HTSB) 1A, B, & F.

3. Students will demonstrate an understanding of different areas of exceptionality such as: mental retardation, speech language impairments, specific learning disabilities, giftedness, behavior disorders/emotional disturbance, attention deficit disorder with hyperactivity, as well as many others.  CEC 1.K.2, 2.K.1&2; HTSB 1F, 3D

4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the array of services available in special education and gain an understanding of how the concepts of least restrictive environment (LRE) interfaces with this array of services.  CEC 1.K.4

5. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the components of an individualized educations plan (IEP) and how it relates to an individualized family service plan (IFSP) and a modification plan (MP).  The focus will be on the roles of the general and special education teachers in the IEP process.  CEC 1.K.4; HTSB 1A, B & F, 3B,C, & D

6. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the issues of mainstreaming, integration and inclusion as they relate to the delivery of special education.  CEC 1.K.4

7. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the issues of mainstreaming, integration and inclusion as they relate to the delivery of special education.  CEC.2.K.4 & 7

8. Students will become familiar with multicultural and bilingual special education and the issues in this field.  CEC 1.K.3 & 2.K.5; HTSB 3B, D & E; 4 E & F

9. Students will observe in person or on video children with different exceptionalities and note difference in communication patterns. CEC 2.K.3

Outline: Content for Tuesday/Thursday 2004 This schedule is flexible and may change due to the needs of the class and may be dependent on availability of computer lab and library time.

	Session Dates
	Topic
	Assignment Due (at the beginning of class)

	August 23
	Introduction to Special Education: The context
	Read Ch. 1



	August 30
	IEPs: Planning and Delivery Services


	Read Ch. 2 



	September 13
	Multicultural and Bilingual Education; Learning Disabilities
	Read Ch. 3 & 4



	September 20
	Speech and Language Impairments
	Read Ch. 5



	September 27
	Mental Retardation
	Read Ch. 6 



	October 4
	Giftedness and Talent Development


	Read Ch. 7



	October 18
	Emotional or Behavior Disorders
	Read Ch. 8



	October 25
	Physical Impairments and Special Health Care


	Read Ch. 9

Individual projects due

	November 1
	Deafness and Hard of Hearing
	Read Ch. 10

	November 8
	Low Vision or Blindness
	Read Ch. 11



	November 15
	Autistic Spectrum Disorders
	Read Ch. 12 

	November 22
	Very Low Incidence Disabilities
	WEB CT Training

Read Ch. 13

	November 29
	Presentation of group projects
	All projects due

	December 6
	Presentation of group projects
	Final Exam Review

	December 9
	Review for final exam

Take final exam online
	Meet in computer lab on day of exam (Room and Time TBA)


Requirements:  All requirements must be typewritten in 12-point and double-spaced with 1” margins and page numbers centered on the bottom of the page.  There should be a cover sheet including, at a minimum, the title of the requirement, the student’s name, the course (ED306: Psychological Foundations of Education), the date, and the word count.  (If you are using Microsoft Word, you can go to the Tools menu and select Word Count.)  Use APA Format for all citations.  All requirements must be submitted on time; late requirements will result in reduced grades.  

Group Presentations.  Students will be required to demonstrate familiarity with theories and concepts as well as knowledge of the relevant issues dealing with each theory in the classroom.  Each group will produce an annotated bibliography using one or two of the book chapters discussed to focus a collection of relevant and updated journal articles.  Students will include at least ten articles in the annotated bibliography with one synopsis paragraph and one paragraph of your own analysis and response to the article.  Students will turn in to me a copy of each article with the annotated bibliography attached on top as well as provide a copy of the annotated bibliography for each student in class.  Grading will be based on strength and relevancy of articles selected, appropriateness and usefulness of synopsis, and thoughtfulness of analysis.  In the real world context of most working environments, you will be faced with the prospect of working well with others either on a team or as a collaboration.  This project reflects that type of real world expectation.  Your annotated bibliography as well as those of your other class members will assist you in keeping up to date with the current research and discussion regarding special education issues relevant to your teaching education.  

Students will conduct a formal presentation on their annotated bibliography that will be between 8 and 10 minutes, not including questions from the audience.  The presentation will be evaluated on the basis of content, organization, coherence, presentation skills, and familiarity with the material being presented.  Journals and summaries will be turned in immediately following each group’s presentation.  This assignment reflects the need for you, as potential educators, to make presentations of knowledge and evaluation in front an audience of fellow educators as well as learners.

Individual Paper.  Each individual will be required to turn in ONE of the following products:

· An assessment of two teacher interviews that focus on their instructional methods, assessment procedures, and classroom management techniques having to do with special needs students.  Student will look for theory in practice and give an analysis of its use and utility in teacher responses.

· Observe and participate in a private school or other learning environment with special needs students.  The product is an assessment that focuses on their instructional methods, assessment procedures, and classroom management techniques.  Student will look for theory in practice and give an analysis of its use and utility in teacher responses.  Students are not allowed to do this in a public school unless you are already working in one.  Students in O & P must do this project.

· A portfolio that includes lessons plans for one unit of study that incorporates the theories and concepts from this class.  These lessons plans can be made up and should include at least a week’s worth of lessons either in elementary or secondary education.

These papers will b e graded on quality of analysis and its treatment of turning theory into practice.  This assignment will be an exercise in your understanding of how yourself or others might turn what they know about learning into practical and applicable instruction.

Final Examination.  This exam will cover Chapters 2-13.  Students should be familiar with the key themes of each chapter.  Students will be required to demonstrate familiarity with theories and concepts.  Questions will require critical analysis as well as practical application.  This exam is designed to reinforce your higher order thinking skills in practical, scenarios-based applications of key instructional concepts and theories. 

Attendance Policy:  I will enforce Chaminade’s attendance policy.  I will take attendance after the first ten minutes of class.  If you miss more than one class period, your grade will be deducted one letter grade.  Beyond that, you will be referred to the Office of Academic Advising.

Course Texts:

Smith, Deborah. (2003) Introduction to Special Education: Teaching in an Age of Opportunity.  (5th ed.), Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
Grading:  


Students may inquire about their grades at any time.

Final Exam



25%

Class Participation/Attendance

25%

Individual Paper


25%

Group Project



25%

Summary: This course is designed to provide you with an introduction to special education and will relate to all areas of your jobs as teachers, counselors, or school administrators.  I hope you find the material exciting and that it is useful to you throughout your careers.  You must refer to the student handbook regarding all rules and regulations pertaining to incompletes, academic honesty, classroom deportment, and freedom of expression.
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