ED306: Psychological Foundations of Education (Fall 2004)

Chaminade University of Honolulu Dept. of Education

Instructor: 
Judy Tran



Room 130 Education Building



jtran@chaminade.edu


808 739 8540

Description: Comprehensive coverage of the theories and basic concepts of Educational Psychology, and presentation of tools and strategies to help diverse student populations in elementary and secondary classrooms become independent, self-directed, and creative individuals.  

Rationale: This course assists prospective teachers with a general overview of the theories and basic concepts of educational psychology.  The course includes the development of cognition and language, learner differences, behaviorism and social cognition theory, cognitive view of learning, constructivism, motivation, classroom management, and assessment techniques.

Outline:  Content for Tuesday/Thursday 2004 This schedule is flexible and may change due to the needs of the class and may be dependent on availability of computer lab and library time.

	Session Dates
	Topic
	Assignment Due (at the beginning of class)

	August 24 & 26 
	Introduction to Knowledge: Theory and Practice

The Role of Research in Acquiring Knowledge
	Read Ch. 1

Identify areas of research interests

Hawaii Teaching Standard (HTS):  Demonstrates professionalism and knowledge of content

	August 31 & September 2 
	Cognitive Views of Learning: Piaget,Vygotsky, Erickson, and Kolberg


	Read Ch. 2-3 

Create grid including salient features of all four theorist

 HTS: Focuses on the learner, fosters parent and community relationship

	September 7 & 9 
	Learner Differences: Intelligence, Gender, and Exceptionalities 
	Read Ch. 4-5 

HTS: Adapts to learner diversity, fosters effective communication in the learning environment

	September 14 & 16


	Introduction of Group Project:

From Theory to Practice

Assign group project topics
	Pick persons in class with whom you will work on an assigned group project due November 16 to make groups of two or three

Time will be spent on project planning and materials gathering- We will go to the library during this time

	September 21 & 23 
	Behaviorism and Social Cognitive Theory
	Read Ch. 6 

HTS: Focuses on the learner, creates and maintains a positive learning environment

	September 28 & 30 
	Information Processing and Metacognition

Interpretations of Constructivism
	Read Ch. 7 & 8

HTS: Using active student learning strategies

	October 5 & 7 
	Cognitive Processes: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving


	Read Ch. 9

HTS: Using active learning strategies

	October 12 & 14 
	Motivation and Classroom Management
	Read Ch. 10 & 11

HTS: Creates and maintains a safe and positive learning environment, adapts to learner diversity

	October 19 & 21 
	Principles of Learning: Instruction 


	Read Ch. 12 & 13

HTS: Using active learning strategies, adapts to learner diversity, fosters effective communication in the learning environment

	October 26 & 28 
	Assessing Classroom Learning
	Read Ch. 14

HTS: Uses assessment strategies

	November 2 & 4
	Assessment of Special Populations
	Ch. 15

HTS:  Uses assessment strategies

	November 9 & 11
	Finish work on group project
	Individual assignments 

	November 16 & 18
	Web CT Overview Training
	Group Projects Due

	November 23 & 25
	Presentation of group projects
	Ch. 1-8

	November 30 & December 2
	Presentation of group projects
	Ch. 9-15

	December 6 & 9
	Review for final exam

Take final exam online
	Meet in computer lab on day of exam (Room and Time TBA)


Requirements:  All requirements must be typewritten in 12-point and double-spaced with 1” margins and page numbers centered on the bottom of the page.  There should be a cover sheet including, at a minimum, the title of the requirement, the student’s name, the course (ED306: Psychological Foundations of Education), the date, and the word count.  (If you are using Microsoft Word, you can go to the Tools menu and select Word Count.)  Use APA Format for all citations.  All requirements must be submitted on time; late requirements will result in reduced grades.  

Group Presentations.  Students will be required to demonstrate familiarity with theories and concepts as well as knowledge of the relevant issues dealing with each theory in the classroom.  Each group will produce an annotated bibliography using one or two of the book chapters discussed to focus a collection of relevant and updated journal articles.  Students will include at least ten articles in the annotated bibliography with one synopsis paragraph and one paragraph of your own analysis and response to the article.  Students will turn in to me a copy of each article with the annotated bibliography attached on top as well as provide a copy of the annotated bibliography for each student in class.  Grading will be based on strength and relevancy of articles selected, appropriateness and usefulness of synopsis, and thoughtfulness of analysis.  In the real world context of most working environments, you will be faced with the prospect of working well with others either on a team or as a collaboration.  This project reflects that type of real world expectation.  Your annotated bibliography as well as those of your other class members will assist you in keeping up to date with the current research and discussion regarding educational psychology issues relevant to your teaching education.  

Students will conduct a formal presentation on their annotated bibliography that will be between 8 and 10 minutes, not including questions from the audience.  The presentation will be evaluated on the basis of content, organization, coherence, presentation skills, and familiarity with the material being presented.  Journals and summaries will be turned in immediately following each group’s presentation.  This assignment reflects the need for you, as potential educators, to make presentations of knowledge and evaluation in front an audience of fellow educators as well as learners.

Individual Paper.  Each individual will be required to turn in one of the following products:

· An assessment of two teacher interviews that focus on their instructional methods, assessment procedures, and classroom management techniques.  Student will look for theory in practice and give an analysis of its use and utility in teacher responses.

· Observe and participate in a private school or other learning environment.  The product is an assessment that focuses on their instructional methods, assessment procedures, and classroom management techniques.  Student will look for theory in practice and give an analysis of its use and utility in teacher responses.  Students are not allowed to do this in a public school unless you are already working in one.

· A portfolio that includes lessons plans for one unit of study that incorporates the theories and concepts from this class.  These lessons plans can be made up and should include at least a week’s worth of lessons either in elementary or secondary education.

These papers will b e graded on quality of analysis and its treatment of turning theory into practice.  This assignment will be an exercise in your understanding of how yourself or others might turn what they know about learning into practical and applicable instruction.

Final Examination.  This exam will cover Chapters 2-15.  Students should be familiar with the key themes of each chapter.  Students will be required to demonstrate familiarity with theories and concepts.  Questions will require critical analysis as well as practical application.  Topics to be included but not limited to are:  

· Theoretical foundations

· Knowledge construction

· Classroom management

· Motivation

· What assessment methods are used and how appropriate these are to the subject-matter and objectives

· Exceptionalities

This exam is designed to reinforce your higher order thinking skills in practical, scenarios-based applications of key instructional concepts and theories. 

Attendance Policy:  I will enforce Chaminade’s attendance policy.  I will take attendance after the first ten minutes of class.  If you miss more than two class periods, your grade will be deducted one letter grade.  Beyond that, you will be referred to the Office of Academic Advising.

Course Texts:

Paul Eggen and Don Kauchak, Educational Psychology: Windows on Classrooms, 5th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall, 2001.
Paul Eggen and Don Kauchak, Student Study Guide to Accompany Educational Psychology: Windows on Classrooms, 5th Ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall, 2001.

Grading:  


Students may inquire about their grades at any time.

Final Exam



25%

Class Participation/Attendance

25%

Individual Paper


25%

Group Project



25%

Summary: This course is designed to provide you with the psychological theory of education and will relate to all areas of your jobs as teachers, counselors, or school administrators.  I hope you find the material exciting and that it is useful to you throughout your careers.
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