HISTORY/POLITICAL SCIENCE 341:  "Vietnam and the USA: 1945-1975"
Only the Civil War/Between the States looms larger than "the Vietnam conflict" in 21st Century American thought, commentary, and discussion.  Though not technically "a war" (Neither was the Korean conflict!), the enormous investment of fighting personnel, money, political capital, and verbal energy begs to be analyzed.  Some would consider "The Vietnam conflict" as a regional event, part of a continuum of events summed up in the phrase, "Cold War."  There are other ways of looking at the Vietnam conflict:  Shakespeare's HAMLET and also MACBETH as well as OTHELLO come to mind - - whereby mistakes are made, pride prevents stopping, apologizing, or going back 'to square one;'  or when leaders repeat a mantra loudly enough and long enough, some come to believe it is true.
INSTRUCTOR:
Willis H A Moore, telephone: 521-7779 - - e-mail: willishamoore@hotmail.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Although the "vietnam conflict" officially ended in 1975, questions about it continue to haunt both the Vietnamese and USA people. 
 What did the USA hope to accomplish in Vietnam?
What enabled a poorly armed and economically struggling people to thwart the efforts of the richest and most powerful nation on earth?
The course will examine:  (1) the histories of the Vietnamese and USA, (2) how and why the USA became involved in Vietnam, (3) the course of the conflict, (4) views of the conflict by its participants, (5) the antiwar movement, and (6) depictions of the conflict in literature, film, and music.
GRADING:
There will be 5-6 weekly quizzes based on readings  (4 points each)         20 points
There will be a mid-term (essay examination):                                             20 points
Annotated Book Review and oral presentation to class:                              20 points
Research paper on a topic related to this course:                                        20 points
Final Examination (essay type)                                                                     20 points

ADDITIONAL POINTS MAY BE EARNED by writing "reflection papers" on films shown in class; also you will receive '1' point each time you come to class on time and stay through classtime.

90+ points = "A", 80+ points = "B", 70+ points = "C", 60+ points = "D", Below 60 = "F"

CLASS SCHEDULE:
1.  Introductions, overview, philosophy, focus, requirements.  Questions:  What is the legitimate role of government?  Pick a topic for reserach paper and/or select a book to read.  View a Video;
2.  You will have read Chapters 1,2,3 in text = quiz this session; Political and economic philosophy: communism and capitalism.  Impact of WWII and the "Cold War."
3.  You will have read Chapters 1-4 in text = quiz this session;  The realities of fear/communism, the "domino theory" and the "quicksand of Asia theory.  Focus on years from 1954-1964.
4.  You will have read Chapters 1-5 in text = quiz this session; concept of "escalation", Presidental war powers, Lyndon Johnson: the man, the politician, the Texan.  Time frame 1964-1968.
5.  MIDTERM EXAMINATION and presentation of paper or book review if any.
6.  You will have read Chapters 1-6 in text = quiz this session;  The Nixon years, Henry Kissinger: a troubled and troubling figure, Kent State, Conscience of USA.
7.  You will have read Chapters 1-7 in text = quiz this session;  Vietnam - why do we care/ should we care?
8.  You will have read Chapters 1-7 and Epilogue in text = quiz this session;  In class presentations;
9.  Last chance for presentations of your paper and/or your book review; closing issues.
10.  THE FINAL EXAMINATION
note:  There will be 4-6 Videos shown in this class; you may write a "reflection paper" on any/all of them for 2-5 points EACH.  In addition to class, you may view video material on your own, writing a "reflection paper" on what you viewed for 2-3 points EACH.
OFFICE HOURS & CONSULTATIONS:   It would be best to consult before class if possible.  Instructor will endeavor to be in place a half hour before scheduled classtime, and is willing to consult following class also!
"In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all matters, love."---The Moravians: 1457AD / 1741AD
Hele au a ka na'au ha'aha'a,
Willis H A Moore
