EN 405, Nature Writing
Camp Smith, Summer Interim Term, 2004 (June 16 - July 2) 

Syllabus
Instructor: Christine Hansen, telephone 262-2281, e-mail chansen@chaminade.edu
Class meets: June 16 (Wed.), June 18 (Fri.), June 19 (Sat.), June 21 (Mon.), June 23 (Wed.), June 25 (Fri.), June 26 (Sat.), June 28 (Mon.), June 30 (Wed.) and July 2 (Fri.).  Weekday hours are 17:30-21:40; Saturday hours are 10:00 - 14:10.

Texts to purchase

This course requires the purchase of two texts:

(1)  Audrey Sutherland’s, Paddling my own Canoe

(2)  The Scott Foresman Handbook

All the rest of the readings, including Sarah Orne Jewett’s The Country of the Pointed Firs and Jack London’s The Call of the Wild, can be found online, at no cost.  However, if you prefer a written text, you can purchase any of the works (sometimes as part of a collection by that author) from a local bookstore or from Amazon.com.

Course Description 

     Nature Writing is a multi- and inter-disciplinary course about how humans have learned to create names for, and describe the relationships among, the parts of the natural world. Its aim is to provide an arena within which students are able to develop and refine a concept of "the whole person" as one who is integrally linked to landscape, seascape and cityscape that together manifest as "the environment." Central to the course is the notion of an environmental ethic that is both personal and social and which, like nature itself, is continually evolving. 

     Additionally, Nature Writing explores the various intellectual histories that continue to provide a rich ongoing dialectic within which today's environmental movement continues to critically examine itself and the broader social values from which new environmental policies are emerging. 

      It’s also important for a student to get an overview of the historical backdrop of the changing relationship between human beings and nature, and to realize that nature and attitudes toward nature are playing an increasingly important role in world politics.

     All participants in the course keep journals in which they record their observations of class sessions, field trips, readings and independent outings.  In making your entries, you should consider such questions as "What makes a place sacred?" or "What (if anything) separates human beings from nature?" You are encouraged to use language as a tool for self-examination, critical thinking and personal spiritual development.

     In sum, the course provides opportunity for practice in a wide range of both professional/technical and non-professional environmental writing to explore, develop and refine a variety of ways of writing about the environment. 

Diversity Statement

     Chaminade’s “Core Beliefs Statement" says, "Students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring a variety of talents, traditions, cultures and abilities. This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can then nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential." Consequently, this course encompasses readings that both reflect and examine the diversity of our literary heritage. Additionally, the course puts special attention on the problems faced by authors seeking to write from unique personal or cultural perspectives to readers who may not share the same perspectives or cultural background.
Grading 

Two essays (25% each) - Essay #1 due Sat. June 26; Essay #2 due on the day of the final exam. 
Journal (10%)

Participation  and attendance (15%)

Final exam (25%)

More on Essay Assignments

     There are two required essays, worth 25 points each (50 points total).  Criteria for grading will be based on student explanations that are clear, concise, and thorough and that begin with a thesis sentence articulating the main point of the essay, present arguments and relevant quotes from the text(s), and offer a suitable conclusion.  Essays should employ the thesis/body/conclusion format and should display good critical thinking skills.  This means that the writer not only needs to read the relevant text(s) and know the content, but also to discuss them intelligently and offer opinions.  The essay should not be a summary of the material, but a critical analysis of the material. You may use some biographical and historical information, and even observations from your own life experience, but in every case, I want you to also engage the primary text(s) in a meaningful and thorough way.

     Each essay should be centered around a primary idea (your thesis), which can be suitably treated in seven pages (i.e., don’t try to discuss the problems of the world, because the subject will be much too big to cover effectively in the scope of seven pages).  Offer your thesis in the introductory paragraph.  In the body of the paper, which will comprise the bulk of your essay, support your thesis with evidence by discussing passages from the primary text(s), citing secondary sources, offering quotes, providing analysis, referring to class discussions, and so on.  While you’re encouraged to make original claims and observations, and required to demonstrate critical thought, claims and observations always need to be supported by evidence.  At the end of your essay, recap your main points in a conclusion.  Essays should use standard margins, be double-spaced, and in a 10-12 point font.  The cover sheet does not count as a page of your paper.

      The exact topic for your papers will not be assigned, in either case, but you are limited in the texts you may write about.  The first essay must deal with a subject from either Thoreau’s or Emerson’s writings (or both). The second essay must deal with a subject from one of the following other texts, either by comparing and contrasting it to work of Thoreau or Emerson, or by treating it alone.  For essay #2, you may choose from these texts: The Country of the Pointed Firs, The Call of the Wild, Paddling my Own Canoe-- or you may write on the poetry of the Romantic Period, and relate it to industrialization.

   You will need to cite references for your essays. You may use APA, MLA or Chicago styles, although I prefer MLA.  If you aren’t familiar with style, consult an online or print style manual.  You are required to use at least three sources for each essay, not including the primary source(s).

      You will also be graded on insightfulness, degree of critical thought, extent to which you have engaged the central issues of the text(s) at a deep level, degree to which personal perspectives have been shaped or reshaped, degree of clarity, and use of sources.   

More about Journals:

     The journal is an informal record of participation in the course; it may include descriptions of objects or experiences, responses to readings, research notes, as well as other jottings or musings; 30 - 50 pages (approx. 5000 words) is required. Journals are normally kept in a conventional pen and ink notebooks. Hard copies of journals are submitted at the final exam.   The journals will be examined and returned to you. 

      Ideally, journal entries for this course should be written at or about places of unique natural beauty.  You may also include original poems about nature, if desired.  

More about the Final Exam: 

     The final exam will consist of both objective questions drawn from the readings, and of an essay. 

Optional Field Trip 

     While it is not required that you take a field trip, you may take one and submit a report for extra credit.  If you choose this option, you should include the following in your report: 

· Date, time and general location of your field trip. 

· Description of primary mode of transportation. 

· Who else was with you or did you observe on your field trip? 

· List of specific places visited. Refer to map or fieldguide for placenames. 

· General description of field trip. Mention scenery / landscape, plants, geology, water, or physical challenges. 

· Description of a plant or animal observed, its general setting, its name, its practical uses. Refer to a fieldguide if necessary. 

· How did others' observations and reactions to particular places or events differ from your own? 

· What food did you take along on the field trip. How did you carry the food? 

· Journal entry (written on-site during the trip). 

Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

      All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course.  If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. Students are strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented. 

Course Schedule

Wednesday, June 16, 17:30 - 21:40

Introduction to the course.  

                       ***

For next time (6/18) read all the works below (they are quite short) and be ready to discuss them:

Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Nature”  (http://www.emersoncentral.com/nature.htm)

Emerson, “Experience”    (http://www.emersoncentral.com/experience.htm)

Emerson, “Spiritual Laws”   (http://www.emersoncentral.com/spirituallaws.htm)

Emerson,“Introductory Lecture on the Times” (http://www.emersoncentral.com/onthetimes.htm)

Emrson, “The American Scholar”  (http://www.emersoncentral.com/amscholar.htm

Emerson,“Self-Reliance” (http://www.emersoncentral.com/selfreliance.htm)

Emerson,“Art” (http://www.emersoncentral.com/art.htm)

Emerson, “Love” (http://www.emersoncentral.com/love.htm)

Emerson,  “The Transcendentalist” (http://www.emersoncentral.com/transcendentalist.htm)
Friday, June 18, 17:30 - 21:40
Discussion of Emerson and Transcendentalism.

                         ***

For next time (6/19) read the works below and be ready to discuss them: 

John Muir, “The American Forests” (http://www.colorado.edu/English/engl4652/muir.forests.html)

Jordan Fisher-Smith, “Field Observations: An Interview with Wendell Berry” 
(http://arts.envirolink.org/interviews_and_conversations/WendellBerry.html)

Barry Lopez, “A Literature of Place” (http://arts.envirolink.org/literary_arts/BarryLopez_LitofPlace.html)

E. O. Wilson, “Arousing Biophilia: A Conversation with E.O. Wilson” (http://arts.envirolink.org/interviews_and_conversations/EOWilson.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Life Without Principle - Part 1” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/life1.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Life Without Principle - Part 2”(http://eserver.org/thoreau/life2.html)

Saturday, June 19, 10:00 - 14:10
Discussion of “The American Forests,” “Field Observations: An Interview with Wendell Berry,” “A Literature of Place,” “Arousing Biophilia: A Conversation with E.O. Wilson” and “Life Without Principle”
                         ***

For next time (6/21) read the following selections from Walden below, and be ready to discuss them: 

Henry David Thoreau, “Economy” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden1a.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Where I Lived and What I Lived For” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden02.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Solitude” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden05.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Visitors” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden06.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “The Bean-Field” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden07.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “The Village” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden08.html)

Top of Form 10

Bottom of Form 11

Monday, June 21, 17:30 - 21:40

Discussion of  Henry David Thoreau and selections from Walden
                         ***

For next time (6/23) read the following selections from Walden below, and be ready to discuss them: 

Henry David Thoreau, “The Ponds - A” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden9a.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “The Ponds - B” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden9b.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Baker Farm ” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden10.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Higher Laws” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden11.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Brute Neighbors” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden12.html)

Henry David Thoreau, “Conclusion” (http://eserver.org/thoreau/walden18.html)

 Wednesday, June 23, 17:30 - 21:40
Continued discussion of  Henry David Thoreau and selections from Walden

                          ***

For next time (6/25) read Jack London’s The Call of the Wild, and be ready to discuss it:

(http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/London/Writings/CallOfTheWild/)

Friday, June 25, 17:30 - 21:40

Discussion of The Call of the Wild 

                          ***

For next time (6/26) read Sarah Orne Jewett, The Country of the Pointed Firs  (http://www.bartleby.com/125/index.html) 

Saturday, June 26, 10:00 - 14:10 - ESSAY #1 DUE!
Discussion of The Country of the Pointed Firs 
                          ***

For next time (6/28) read Audrey Sutherland, Paddling My Own Canoe 
Monday, June 28, 17:30 - 21:40

Discussion of Paddling My Own Canoe 
                          ***

For next time (6/30) read the following nature-related poetry from various periods:

Robert Frost,  “Birches” (http://www.poets.org/poems/poems.cfm?prmID=1679)

Frost, “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” (http://www.ketzle.com/frost/snowyeve.htm)

Walt Whitman, “Song of the Redwood Tree”  (http://www.bartleby.com/142/253.html)

Walt Whitman, “Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking” (http://www.princeton.edu/~batke/logr/log_101.html)

Gerard Manley Hopkins, “Spring and Fall”  (http://www.bartleby.com/122/31.html)

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, “To Nature” (http://www.literature-web.net/coleridge/650)

Bottom of Form 9

William Wordsworth, “The World is Too Much With Us (http://www.wsu.edu:8080/~wldciv/world_civ_reader/world_civ_reader_2/wordsworth.html)

William Wordsworth, “"Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey, on Revisiting the Banks of the Wye during a Tour, July 13, 1798" (http://www.bartleby.com/41/376.html)

John Clare, “Autumn” (http://www.poetry-archive.com/c/autumn.html)

John Clare, “The Skylark” (http://www.web-books.com/Classics/Poetry/Anthology/Clare/Skylark.htm)

John Clare, “Meet Me in the Green Glen” (http://www.web-books.com/Classics/Poetry/Anthology/Clare/MeetMe.htm)

Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Ode to a Skylark” (http://www.bartleby.com/101/608.html)

Miles Garett Watson, “Sermon of an Elder Catfish” (http://judithpordon.tripod.com/poetry/id41.html) 

Also look at these Web sites:

The Industrial Revolution:  http://www.wsu.edu/~dee/ENLIGHT/INDUSTRY.HTM

The Simplicity Movement: http://www.simpleliving.net/webofsimplicity/default.asp

Native American environmental perspectives: http://www.cnie.org/NAE/docs/intro.html

Buddhist ecology monks:  http://ccbs.ntu.edu.tw/FULLTEXT/JR-ADM/susan.htm

The Deep Ecology movement: http://resurgence.gn.apc.org/185/harding185.htm and

http://www.deep-ecology.org/drengson.html

Wednesday, June 30, 17:30 - 21:40

Discussion of nature-related poetry and assigned Web sites.

Friday, July 2, 17:30 - 21:40 - ESSAY #2 DUE!
Final exam

Remember to bring your journal with you to the exam.  It will be returned to you after I look it over.  You are welcome to staple shut any personal pages which you don’t want to share.

