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Course Description:
This course will provide an overview of core concepts in the field of psychology.  It will cover major theories in psychology, types of disorders, biological basis of behaviors, experimental methods, and careers in psychology.

Required Text:
Myers, D. G.  (2004).  Exploring Psychology (6th Edition).  New York, NY: Worth Publishers.

Course Objectives:
The purpose of this course is to expose students to a number of core concepts in the field of psychology.  The course will provide each student with a range of theoretical and experiential learning experiences in order to allow each student to gain an understanding of theories and concepts presented in the class.  Specific objectives include:

· Developing an understanding of scientific method and major research in the major areas of psychology.

· Acquisition of knowledge pertaining to the major theories that explain human behavior.

· Gain an understanding of the types of disorders in psychology.

· Expanding the understanding of career paths in psychology.

· Participation in experiential learning experiences in and out of the classroom.

Evaluation and Grading:

You will be evaluated based on your understanding of the material presented in class and the textbook.  In addition, you will be evaluated on your attendance and participation on in-class activities.  Your final grade will be based on the following:

	Course Activity
	TOTAL POINTS

	Attendance/Participation
	100 Points

	Exam #1
	100 Points

	Exam #2 
	100 Points

	Movie Paper
	100Points

	Final Exam
	100 Points

	TOTAL
	500 Points


The total points and grading scale will be as follows:

A
465-500 Points

A-
450-464 Points

B+
435-449 Points

B
425-434 Points

B-
400-424 Points

C
350-399 Points

D
300-349 Points

F
299 Points and below

Attendance and Participation:

This course will consist of lecture and in-class activities.  It will be necessary for you to complete all reading assignments before class so that you may contribute to class discussions and activities.  Attendance is mandatory, unless there is an emergency.  It is your responsibility to notify me via email or phone to let me know if you will be missing class.  
Due to their disruptiveness to the class, cell phones and pagers should be set on vibrate or turned off.  Additionally, they should not be answered unless there is a clear emergency.
Exams:

The first exam will consist of multiple choice and some essay that will cover material from the book, lecture, and in-class activities.  The exams will not be cumulative.  If there is a clear emergency or illness that prevents you from taking an exam, a make up exam consisting of essay questions will be given at a selected time, as determined by the professor.  However, if you fail to give the professor prior notice that you will be missing an exam, you will receive a zero.
The final exam will be a take home essay in which you will be presented with four cases, in which you will diagnose the patient and discuss viable treatment options.

Movie Paper:

You will be required to write a short paper of two to three typed pages on children’s movie.  The paper should identify which characters represent the Id, the Ego, and the Superego in the movie and you should be able to support your choices.  There are support services in the Learning lab if you feel that you need help writing your paper.   If your paper is late, you will receive a zero for your grade.
Course Schedule

Date:



Subject:


Assignment:

07/09/04


Intro, Psychological

Chs. 1 & 2





Science, Neuroscience &





Behavior

07/16/04


Chapter 2 continued

Sensation & Perception
Ch. 5
07/23/04


Exam #1


Chapters 1, 2, & 5
07/30/04


States of Consciousness
Ch. 6




Learning 


Ch. 7

08/06/04


Memory


Ch. 8




Intelligence


Ch. 9

08/13/04


Exam #2


Chapters 6-9
08/20/04


Personality


Ch. 12
08/27/04


Psychological Disorders 
Ch. 13








PAPER DUE TODAY








TAKE HOME HANDED OUT
09/03/04


Therapy


Ch. 14
09/10/04


TAKE HOME FINAL DUE BY 5:00 P.M.
