      Syllabus

      Chaminade University of Honolulu

      Course Name and Number: Introduction to Philosophy  (PH 100-90) 
      


Summer 2004

      Instructor's name, address, phone and  email.

      Dr. Mark Brasher        381-6080         markbrasher@hotmail.com

      Office Hours: Students may e-mail or telephone the instructor anytime.


The instructor will respond as soon as possible. If an extensive 


consultation is necessary, an appointment may be made by e-mail or phone.

      Catalog Description:

      An examination of the role, themes, arguments, and discursive styles 

that

      characterize philosophy as an intellectual discipline.  Both 

traditional

      and critical theories will be considered and the role of the 

mytho-poetic

      and religious discourses will receive special attention.

      Course Objectives:

      By studying major topics in philosophy and various approaches to them,

      students who successfully complete the course will have a basic

      understanding of the practice and history of philosophical inquiry.

      By the end of the course, students should be able to explain the major

      questions and proposed answers in western philosophy and compare them 

in a

      preliminary way to eastern philosophy.

      The course forms a foundation for continued study in critical thinking 

or

      ethics and provides another perspective on human nature and society 

that

      will be useful for students of psychology, sociology, political 

science,

      religion, arts, or sciences.

      Text Books: Philosophy Through Fiction and FIlm  by Burton F. Porter.


NJ: Prentice Hall, 2004.  ISBN 0130975060

      Lecture notes on the course website.  Course website: 


http://www.markbrasher.net/phil100

      Class Requirements:

      REQUIREMENTS: This course involves 6 components.


The first four are weekly activities:

      1. Reading the instructor's notes on-line

      2. reading the week's assignment in the textbook.

      3. answering the e-mailed questions about the current week's reading

      4. reading and posting on the webboard

      Besides the weekly work, there will also be:

      5. Term paper  (optional: see 2 alternative grading patterns for the


course, below)

      6. Final Exam  on the topics discussed in the course.

      (Taking the exam is the responsibility of the student: if you do not 

show

      up or do not take it, you will receive a failing grade for the exam.)

      Each week, students will read the instructor's notes on the current 

topic.

      Then they will read the topic in the textbook while answering 

questions

      e-mailed to them by the instructor.  Then they will log on to the 

webboard

      and read and post responses. At the end of the course there will be a

      final exam on the 8 topics we have examined.  (It is important to keep 

a

      copy of your emailed work and returned work to prepare for the final.)

      Students may opt to do a term paper, then the points for the final are

      split between the final and the term paper.

      CONDUCT:   Student conduct throughout the course is regulated by the 

code

      of conduct printed in your Student Handbook and the Chaminade 

University

      College Catalog.  Basically, the code requires that everyone in the

      classroom (or on-line) treat each other with respect.  Additionally:

      students must never present another's work as their own (plagiarism) 

or

      cheat in any way.  Students failing to abide by the code may be

      reprimanded, expelled from the course, or from the university, as

      appropriate to the situation and provided for by the policies of 

Chaminade

      University.   There is also an introduction to conduct on a university

      webboard that applies to all of your postings on the webboard.  Please 

see

      the website section entitled "conduct."

      ABSENCES: Regular participation is required by every student 

throughout

      the ten week term.  However, a hospital emergency, unexpected duty or 

some

      other circumstance may briefly interfere with your participation at 

some

      point during the term. If this occurs, you need to contact me as soon 

as

      possible, arrange to make-up your missing work and to post your 

missing

      posts on the webboard.  If you do not contact me and inform me I 

cannot

      know what you are doing and will record zero credit for the missed 

work.

      If you continue in the course, you will still need to complete all of 

the

      missing work, it is not "waived," any unfinished or missing work will

      reduce your course grade.  (Also: the final exam will include 

questions

      about each topic we discuss, so you will still need to study each 

part.)

      If your work is regularly late or you are not participating at all, a

      deficiency notice will be sent in and I will recommend you drop the 

course

      in order not to receive a failing grade on your permanent transcript.

      MAINTAINING CONTACT: It always remains the responsibility of the 

student

      to maintain contact with the instructor.  If you lose access to your

      e-mail account, you need to inform the instructor as soon as possible. 

  If

      necessary, contact Chaminade University Evening Program office (they 

are

      in the phone book) and ask for the instructor's phone number (they are

      instructed to give it out).  Ceasing to communicate, without 

withdrawing

      from the course will lead to a deficiency notice and/or a failing 

grade

      for the course

      INCOMPLETES / WITHDRAWAL: Incompletes are only possible for students 

who

      have unexpected emergencies like documented hospitalization or 

documented,

      unexpected deployment.  Anyone not completing the course requirements

      within the 10 week course term will receive a failing grade.  The

      time/work requirements for courses are stated on the Chaminade website 

and

      in this course syllabus.  Students who do not have time to follow a 

course

      should not register for a course.  Incompletes will not be used to

      lengthen course terms.  Remember: if you decide not to participate in 

a

      course, you need to officially withdraw with Chaminade.  Participation 

is

      the responsibility of the student, if you simply stop, without

      withdrawing, you will receive a failing grade for the course on your

      permanent transcript.

      MAINTAINING COPIES:  Throughout the course you need to keep a copy of 

any

      work you submit or any work returned to you.  Every reasonable measure 

has

      been taken to ensure the preservation of e-mail, webboard and other

      coursework but it always remains the student's responsibility to also 

keep

      a copy of each assignment and each assignment returned to them.  It is

      highly recommended that you not rely on a single copy on one computer.

      Instead, you should back up your work on a diskette, CD or another

      computer. Your weekly work will be the basis for your preparation for 

the

      final exam, do not lose it.  If you opt in for a term paper, make 

multiple

      copies on multiple locations (hard disk, floppy) to ensure you do not 

lose

      your work.

      Grading Scale

      Option 1 (no term paper)   / Option 2 (with term paper)

      e-mailed answers: 25%      / e-mailed answers:  25%

      webboard posts:    25%     / webboard posts:   25%

                                 / term paper:       25%

      final exam:         50%    / final exam:        25%

      total:             100%    / total: 100%

      Credit: To receive credit for your work, you need to e-mail your 

answers

      or post on the webboard by the deadline. Late work will lose 50%  the

      first day with an additional 20% less each day after that.

      Rationale for this policy: In order for you to participate in the 

group

      discussions and complete all of the work for the course, you need to

      read/answer/post each week. Most students are not motivated to submit 

work

      regularly and on time if there are no negative consequences.  For this 

you

      will need to do the work and  submit the work by the scheduled dates.

      The deadlines for the entire course are in the schedule, plan 

backwards

      from the due date to give yourself enough time to complete the

      assignments.

      SCHEDULE

Note: The instructor's introductions to each week's topic are found on the 

course website (markbrasher.net/phil100).

Assigned readings from the text (Philosophy Through Fiction  and Film) 

appear in italics on the schedule.

Questions for each topic are emailed to the student and should be emailed 

back to the instructor.

Web discussions are held each week on the course website's discussion board.

Week 1: Introduction to COURSE, REQUIREMENTS, TOPIC

Instructor's introduction

Reading:    vii-xv
Preface     vii


About the Author    x


The Aesthetic Experience of Film     xi


Introduction. The Basic Branches of Philosophy           xv

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 2:  KNOWLEDGE: What is it, how do we get it?  (EPISTEMOLOGY)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:     1-49I. Obtaining Reliable Knowledge: Epistemology        1

A.. APPEARANCE AND REALITY: IS THE WORLD THE WAY IT SEEMS    2

1. The Physical World As Shadows The Republic, Plato         4

2. The Visible Surface and Inner Reality

The Notebooks of Malte Laudris Brigge, Rainer Maria Rilke  10

3. Differing Perspectives on Truth Rashomon, Akira Kurosawa             16

B. MODES OF KNOWING: PERCEIVING, REASONING, INTUITING                24

1. Trusting Our Senses: Empiricism

An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, David Hume 28

2. Using Our Heads: Rationalism

Meditations on First Philosophy, Rene Descartes     37

3. Intuitive Awareness

4. Imaginative Understanding

Juliet of the Spirits, Federico Fellini           58

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 3:  REALITY: What is the nature of an individual?  (METAPHYSICS 1)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:   77-109II. Exploring the Nature of Reality: Metaphysics        77

A. THE SELF: QUESTIONING ITS IDENTITY AND FREEDOM          78

1. The Continuity of the Self

Essays on the Intellectual Powers of Man, Thomas Reid

2.. Being Defined by Gender

The Edible Woman, Margaret Atwood          90

3. Differentiating Persons from Machines

2001, A Space Odyssey, Stanley Kubrick    101

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 4   REALITY: what is the nature of the universe?  (METAPHYSICS 2)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:    110-152 B. THE UNIVERSE: WHAT IS ULTIMATELY REAL?             

111

1. Positing Spirit as Fundamental: Idealism

Three Dialogues Between Hylas and Philonous,

George Berkeley 115

2. Reality as Purposeless Matter: Naturalism

"The Open Boat," Stephen Crane  124

3. The Problem of Virtual Reality

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 5:  VALUES: relative or objective?  (ETHICS 1)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:   157-203

Ill. Judging the Value of Conduct: Ethics      157

A. RELATIVISM AND OBJECTIVISM: ARE THERE UNIVERSAL VALUES?  158

1. Investing Life With Purpose

The Humanism of Existentialism, Jean-Paul Sartre  162

2. The Limits of Relativism

The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas, Ursula K. Le Guin   174

3. Recognizing Our Responsibilities

On the Waterfront, Elia Kazan         181

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 6:  VALUES: actions or ideals?  (ETHICS 2)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:  204-241B. IDEALS IN LIVING: DOING WHAT'S RIGHT OR ACHIEVING THE 

GOOD

1. Pursuing Human Happiness

Utilitarianism, John Stuart Mill           204

2. Obeying Moral Principles

Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals,

Immanuel Kant       213

3. The Good versus the Right

Antigone, Jean Anouilh        222

4. Awarding Priority to Human Values

Saving Private Ryan, Steven Spielberg          235E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 7  RELIGION: can God's existence be proven?  (PHILOSOPHY of RELIGION)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:   247-292IV. Foundations of Belief: The Philosophy of Religion     

247

A. THE EXISTENCE OF GOD: EXAMINING THE ARGUMENTS   248

1. Attempting to Prove There Is a God

Summa Theologicus,  St. Thomas Aquinas     254

2. Finding Meaning in Life Through Religion

"The Death of Ivan Illyitch,"  Leo Tolstoy    261

3. Is Religious Experience Authentic?

Contact, Robert Zemeckis      283E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 8   POLITICS: the individual and the society  (SOCIO-POLITICAL 

PHILOSOPHY 1)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:  337-380V. Establishing the Social Order: Political Philosophy 337

A. THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY: FREEDOM AND EQUALITY       338

1. People Are Naturally Free, Equal, and Independent

Second Treatise of Government, John Locke 344

2. Tribal Justice and Colonial Justice

Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe    355

3. The Ravages of the Holocaust

Schindler's List, Steven Spielberg     371

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 9  POLITICS:  the ideal state.  (SOCIO-POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 2)

Instructor's introduction

Reading:   381-416 B. THE IDEAL STATE: WHAT IS THE BEST FORM OF GOVERNMENT?

1. Various Forms Are Right Depending on the Circumstances

The Politics, Aristotle            38-5

2. Contentment Cannot Justify Totalitarian Control

Brave, New World, Aldous Huxley      392

3. Democracy, War, and the Will of the People

Born on the Fourth of July, Oliver Stone          399

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Week 10: Review

Instructor's introduction

Reading: No new reading

E-mailed questions

Web discussion

Final Exam: September 11

Notice:

      This syllabus describes all of the requirements for the course and the 

due

      dates of all work. It is recommended that you print a copy for 

yourself.

      If you have any questions about any of the information contained 

within

      it, ask the instructor as soon as possible.  If you lose your syllabus 

you

      should call the base Chaminade coordinator or Evening Program office 

at

      the main campus and ask for the instructor's phone number and call the

      instructor immediately to ask about work due and to request a new

      syllabus, the loss of the syllabus does not excuse one from any 

deadlines.

       The instructor's phone number is available from Chaminade, so there 

is no

      reason for a delay contacting the instructor.

