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Rationale: This 200 level course presents a historical survey of jazz beginning with its precursors from the mid-1800s to the birth of jazz and its many styles.  The distinctions of the styles of jazz as it evolved are examined as well as biographies of important musicians, historical videos, and recordings of corresponding styles.  

Schedule of sessions (subject to revision):
07/10
General introduction: course requirements, music terminology.


Musical Elements of Jazz


(Text: Appendix A)

07/17
What is Jazz & How To Listen to Jazz

(Text: chapters 1 & 2)

07/24
The Origins of Jazz 


(Text: chapter 3)


07/31 
Early Jazz (Dixieland)


(Text: chapter 4)

08/07
Swing Era (1935-1945)


(Text: chapter 5)

08/14
Bebop (1940s)

(Text: chapter 6) 
08/21
 Cool Jazz, Hard Bop (1950s)

(Text: chapters 7 & 8)

08/28
Avant-Garde (1950s & 1960s)   

(Text: chapter 9) 


Performance Report Due
09/04
Fusion (1960s), 1970s-Present, Review for final

(Text: chapters 10 & 11)


09/11
Final Exam (2 hr. exam, written and aural)


Term Paper Due

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Textbook. Gridley, Mark C.  (2004). Concise Guide to Jazz, 4th edition.  New York: Prentice-Hall, Inc.
Listening:  A large portion of this course will focus on listening examples of various artists and styles.  Students are responsible for purchasing the CD with the text and preparing with diligent listening for the final examination (aural portion). 

Attendance  - Lectures supplement the text with expanded explanations and definitions, listening examples, and audio-visual presentations, therefore your constant attendance will increase your learning that is reflected your grade. Students should complete the reading assignments prior to each session so that comprehension of the lecture and participation in class activities will not be negatively affected.
Performance Report (10%) - Students attend a live performance of jazz music OR watch a video/DVD on jazz or a jazz artist/group.  The review should be approximately two pages in length (600 words) with the objective of increasing your awareness of music (i.e. stylistic features, forms, audience/performer interaction, venue setting, discuss instrumentation, tempo, dynamics, harmony, melody, improvisation, call & response, etc.).  You will be graded on content, organization of ideas, and grammar/spelling.  Your introduction should include the date and time, place and description of the setting including the audience (age, social class, style of dress, ethnicity).  Describe the performing group (age, style of dress, ethnicity, instrument) as well as the specific compositions (style and tempo of songs, what did you hear, what did you like/dislike, any solos, etc.), composers, and soloists. 

Weekly Research Assignments (40%) – A half page report corresponding to the weekly topic that may focus on an instrument, artist, form, or style.

Final Exam (25%) - A combination of response style assessments (true/false, multiple choice, short answer, identification of listening examples) gathered from vocabulary, concepts, factual information, and listening examples.    

Term Paper (25%) - A six to seven page typed research paper on the life and music of a jazz artist OR a style of jazz.  The paper will require library and internet research, comprehensive and cohesive organization of the artist/style providing historical background, important dates, recordings, contributions, stylistic developments and changes.  Please use either APA or MLA format.  A bibliography or reference list is a MUST.  Failure you cite your references will result in loss of marks.   

Grading guidelines are: Weekly reports 40%, Performance Report 10%, Final Examination 25%, Term Paper 25%.  Completion of the course assumes earning 50% of the points.  Students wishing to have their term papers returned should provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope on the day of the final examination.

Evaluation:  The papers and examinations are graded using an assigned points system (0-100) and then averaged together.  Grading breakdown will be as follows:  A=90-100, B=89-78, C=77-65, D=64-50, F=0-49.  Points will be deducted for late assignments (5 points per day).  

