Chaminade University Summer Evening 2004

Geography 102 World Regional Geography

Hickam AFB

Instructor: John Cusick email: jcusick@hawaii.edu,

Office hours: contact by email anytime

Textbook: Rowntree (2003). Diversity Amid Globalization

Course description
This course introduces concepts and ideas designed to study physical and cultural diversity toward the purpose of increased understanding and appreciation of the world.  Each week will combine lectures and group discussions concerning a particular region of the world.  Assigned readings and a lecture of the region's environmental diversity will prepare students for understanding landforms, climate, biogeography, human settlement patterns, cultural landscapes, historical periods and events, languages, religions, political and economic systems, and current events.  The objective is to understand Geography as interdisciplinary with relevance to a wide range of subjects.

Course Competencies

Demonstrate an understanding of historical, social and environmental processes shaping the world's major cultural regions.

Demonstrate knowledge of basic geographic terms, locations, concepts, theories, and methodology.

Critically analyze international problems within the framework of the course using appropriate geographic methods and tools.

Demonstrate the ability to perform designated tasks in an accurate, professional, scholarly and timely fashion.

Course evaluation: (A=90%, B=80%, C=70%, D=60%, F=below 59%)
In-class group projects, homework assignments (10%)

5 Quizzes (80%) (low quiz score is dropped from final grade calculation)

Final Map Exam (10%)

Individual projects and homework assignments
Students will complete regular assignments during the course.  Some of these will be in-class projects.  Others involve the investigation of online resources and the submission to the instructor by email a review of your findings.  There are no right or wrong answers in this project, but participation is required.  Examples of online sources include major newspapers with online editions, the United Nations and associated international organizations, the European Union and regional organizations, influential national and international think tanks, and others of interest to students.

Geography 102 World Regional Geography

Course Schedule

Dates and topics are subject to change

Phase One: Weeks 1-3

Lectures: The Scope of Geography; the Study of Place; Basic Concepts in Geography

Readings: CH 1-2; Review entire text

Quiz 1: maps of world regions, physical geography, political geography, world’s major cities

Quiz 2: basic concepts in geography

Phase Two: Weeks 4-5

Lectures: Pacific Basin-Pacific Rim; the Hawaiian Islands; Monsoon Asia overview; East Asia; Southeast Asia; South Asia

Readings: Chapters 11-14

Quiz 3: Asia and the Pacific

Phase Three: Weeks 6-7

Lectures: Compare and contrast Russia and Europe; North Africa and Southwest Asia; Sub-Saharan Africa

Readings: Chapters 6-10

Quiz 4: Russia, Europe, North Africa, Southwest Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa

Phase Four: Weeks 8-9

Lectures: the Americas overview; North America; Central America and the Caribbean; South America

Readings: Chapters 3-5

Quiz 5: the Americas

Phase Five: Week 10

Review course material

Final Map Exam

