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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is primarily designed for a basic understanding and better appreciation of the acting process and how it is applied to stage and film. The acting process involves preparation, relaxation, observation, imagination, memory, concentration, trusting your instincts, and, above all else, a willingness to take risks. It is not mimicking, showing, or pretending, but the genuine conveyance of thoughts and intentions. It is not only being true to the character but true to ones self. It is the reduction of human experience to its purest form, thus making the actor the universal embodiment of the essence of man. 

 Acting not only involves speech and diction but the interaction of eye contact, facial expression, and body language. It is listening and reacting. It is total and natural involvement in what you are doing. It is the intuitive exchange of feelings and emotions. Feelings and emotions are the actor's primary tools. He deals with them in the pursuit of his objectives and the resolution of his conflicts. The actor knows that if he experiences and expresses these feelings and emotions honestly, he will generate similar ones in a receptive audience.  

Although this course is designed for the beginning actor or as a refresher course for the more advanced actor, I believe it can be of infinite value to anyone, no matter what profession, and no matter what relationship. Whether making a sales pitch, applying for a job, impressing a date, receiving an academy award, or just getting through the day, to paraphrase Shakespeare, we are all actors on the world's stage. We all possess an inner need to play our parts and a desire to play them well.  

LEARNING OUTCOME OBJECTIVES: This course is intended to help you:

· Acquire a better understanding of the acting process.

· Overcome stage fright, shyness, and difficulty in expressing yourself. 

· Learn or enhance skills such as preparation, relaxation, observation, movement, imagination, memory, concentration and listening.  

· Attain the ability to naturally and accurately express your thoughts, intentions, feelings, and emotions successfully to others.  

COURSE REQUIRMENTS: Most of your work will be done during class hours, but there will be some outside work required for class assignments. Attendance and participation are important. This means working in front of the class as well as being an active class observer. You will do a short presentation from the stage about something of interest to you, a personal monologue written by you and a final monologue from a play. The script of your personal monologue and a paper in conjunction with your final monologue will be turned in when they are performed. Written and oral assignments will be marked down if late. 

CALENDAR

April    9    Review Syllabus. Expectations. What is Acting? Staging and Blocking.

                  Stage vs. Film. Creative State. Relaxation Exercises. Group Exercises.
April  16    Centering.  Movement Exercises. Voice exercises. Energy. Trust. Listening. 

                  Gestures. Technique vs. Method

April  23    Personalizing. Sensual Memory. Substitution. Emotional Memory.

                  Imagery. Inner Action. Subtext. Group Exercises.
April  30    Presentation of Subjects of  Interest. Sensual and Emotional Memory 

                  Presentations.    

May     7    Awareness of Environment. Given Circumstances. Where. When. What. 

                  Who. Bus Stop Exercises. Group Exercises.

May   14    Needs, Actions, and Objectives. Beats and Scenes. The Written Script.

                  Short Dialogue Scenes.

May   21    Personal Monologue with Accompanying Paper.

May   28    Improvisations.  

June     4    Course Review. Rehearse Final Monologue.   

June   11    Final Monologue and Paper Dealing with Character Analysis.

    ATTENDANCE

It's required. This is a participation class. You will not only receive feed back and analysis from your instructor but from your fellow students. Therefore, attendance is essential. You are allowed the equivalent of one week of class absences without penalty. Each additional absence can seriously effect your grade. Medical absences and military related absences require a written note from the individual's doctor or supervisor. Any absences that go beyond the equivalent of one week require make-up work agreed upon between the instructor and student, and is contingent upon the availability of the instructor. 

TEXTS

You are required to read the play from which your final monologue is taken.

GRADING

You will not be graded on your talent or on your cleverness, but on your work overall: your effort, commitment, energy, willingness to extend yourself, meeting assignments on time, attendance, and finally, the growth that occurs as a result of all these things. You must show an understanding and demonstration of the learning outcome objectives previously listed. Grading will be as follows: attendance, 30%; class performance and participation (includes attentiveness and attitude) 25%; assignments, 25%; final monologue, 20%. A (90-100),  B (80-89), C (70-79). D (60-69), F ( 59 and below)

If you have any questions or concerns, don't hesitate to see me before or after class. You can also contact me by my home phone:  942-3114 or my E-mail:  theboos@verizon.net

