 CJA 606

Research Methods

Spring 2004
Instructor:  Janet Davidson

Phone:  554-7152

E-mail:  janetd@hawaii.edu

Class meets Mondays from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m., Room H37

Course Description

This course is designed to help you gain an advanced understanding of research methods & statistics.  You will also learn how to apply the knowledge you have gained to your own work as well as the work of others.  At the end of this course, you should be able to:

· Maintain a basic knowledge of statistics used in social science research.

· Be able to identify various research designs and know the strengths and weaknesses of each. 

· Be able to collect, interpret, and analyze data and make recommendations based on these data. 

· Be able to understand and critique the research information put forth by other criminal justice researchers and professionals.  

Required Text

Elementary Statistics in Criminal Justice Research.  James Alan Fox, Jack Levin, and Michael Shively.  Allyn and Bacon: 2002.

*Note: additional readings will handed out on a weekly basis. 

Reading Assignments

Reading assignments must be completed prior to class.  You will not be prepared to discuss the material or work on the in class assignments without reading beforehand.  Lectures are prepared based on the assumption that the student has read all required material and conducted any and all assigned exercises.  

Grading

You will have one midterm exam for this course.  Additionally, you will have a final paper requirement, and the presentation will be based on your individual work.   Weekly assignments will be assigned in class and expected back the following week.  The assignments are integral to your learning experience and missing, incomplete, or poorly completed assignments will negatively impact your grade. 

Midterm Exam:


100



Final Paper



100

Final Presentation


  50

Weekly Assignments

100

Attendance and Participation
  50
Total:




400

Grade point distribution:

A = 90% of total points

B = 80% of total points

C = 70% of total points

D = 60% of total points

F = 50% of total points or below 

Class Schedule

	Date
	Readings, Assignments, etc.

	April 5
	Introduction 

	April 12
	Chapters 1 & 2

	April 19
	Chapters 3 & 4

	April 26
	Chapter 5

Midterm / Take Home (Chapters 1-5)

	May 3
	Chapters 6 & 7

	May 10
	Chapters 8 & 9

	May 17
	Chapter 10 & 11

	May 24
	Chapter 12

	May 31
	Memorial Day – No Class

	June 7
	Chapter 13

	June 14
	Final Paper / Presentations


Additional readings and exercises will supplement these assignments.  The instructor reserves the right to change the syllabus.  Any change will be announced in class. 
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