Introductory Biology 

Biology 102
Summer  Term 2004

07/06/2004 – 09/15/2004


Instructor:  
Anna I. Fernandez 

               
MS in Microbiology 

Contact Information:  (email) kikulani@hawaii.rr.com 
           (cell)  392-2662

Class meeting time and location: 
Mondays and Wednesdays 1730 pm – 1940 pm 






Tripler
Prerequisite:  High school biology is recommended.  

Required Text: 
Audesirk, Teresa and Audesirk, Gerald. LIFE ON EARTH. Seventh Edition. 2005  Prentice Hall Publishing Company.   
Course Description:  An introductory survey of the major areas of the biological sciences designed to equip students with information enabling them to make rational, informed decisions about biologically relevant issues.  The course includes topics such as evolution, plant anatomy & physiology and Behavior & Ecology.  
Learning objectives:  

1. Upon completion of this course, the student should come away with a basic understanding of the vast world of Biology. 

2. The student should acquire an awareness of the organization of life on a macroscopic and microscopic scale.

3. The student should understand and recognize the applicability of the scientific method and its use in the quest for knowledge.

4. The student should practice concept application to current issues in Biology that impact everyday life.  

Academic Honesty:  The University’s policies and procedures concerning Academic Honesty are provided for you.  There is a zero tolerance for dishonest behavior.  Any cheating will result in an automatic failing grade.  

Withdrawal policy:  If military and/or family duties prevent the completion of assignments or the attendance of class, the student may chose to receive an incomplete grade for the course by the deadline date.  The course must then be completed within a six month time period.  A withdrawal grade for the course may also be given.  Complete or partial tuition cost will be lost.  

Assignments and Exams:  

	Category
	Number
	Points possible per each
	Total points possible

	Quizzes
	6
	50
	300

	Tests
	2
	150
	300

	Final exam
	1
	150
	150

	Current issues
	5
	20
	100

	Term Paper
	1
	100
	100

	Participation
	
	50
	50

	Total points
	
	
	1000


Quizzes, tests, and the final exam must be taken during the scheduled time.  Only legitimate excuses with supportive documentation will be accepted.   

Final grades will be assigned as follows:  A: 90 - 100% ; B: 80 – 89%; C: 70 – 79%; D: 60 – 69%; F: 0-59%.  

Students are advised to keep track of their own progress.  Current grades can be calculated by using the following equation:  points earned/ points possible.  

Course Structure:  This course is taught in connection with the laboratory portion.  Lectures will be formal and full attendance is required.  In the event of an absence, lecture information will not be provided by the instructor.  It is the student’s responsibility to network with peers to get the relevant information.   

Listed below are the three important components of this course: 

1. lectures

2. assignments

3. quizzes/tests

 Please read the following directions for each component in order to met course expectations.  

#1 Lectures

All lectures will correspond with assigned readings.  Notetaking is highly recommended.  Powerpoint lecture handouts will not be given.  A review of the testable material will be given at the end of each lecture.    

#2 Assignments

Assignments are listed in the course outline and calendar.  Assignments fall into two categories:  textbook readings and current issue assignments.  The assigned textbook readings are highly recommended.  It may help to read through the chapters more than once.  The current issue assignment form is attached.  Please duplicate the form for all 5 current issue assignments.    

# Quizzes/Tests

All quizzes and tests are graded.  At the end of the term, the lowest quiz grade will be dropped and the highest quiz grade will be doubled.  

Schedule of events  (subject to change)

	Week
	Date
	Assignments
	 Quiz/test  (on Wed)

	1
	7/7/04, Wed

	Read ch 14

	None

	2
	7/12/04, Mon
7/14/04, Wed
	Read ch 15-16
Current issue: extinction

	Quiz 1

	3
	7/19/04, Mon
7/21/04, Wed
	Read ch 17-18
Current issue:

Plate tectonics

	Quiz 2

	4
	7/26/04, Mon
7/28/04, Wed
	Read ch 19-20
Current issue: 

Pathogenic viruses
	Test 1

	5
	8/2/04, Mon
8/4/04, Wed
	Read ch 21-23
Current issue:

Medicinal plants
	Quiz 3

	6
	8/9/04, Mon
8/11/04, Wed
	Read ch 24

	Quiz 4

	7
	8/16/04, Mon
8/18/04, Wed
	Read ch 27-28
Current issue: 

Obesity
	Test 2

	8
	8/23/04, Mon
8/25/04, Wed
	Read ch 29-30
	Quiz 5

	9
	8/30/04, Mon
9/01/04, Wed
	Read ch 31-34

	Quiz 6

	10
	9/06/04: No class

9/08/04, Wed
	Study for final
	

	11
	9/13/04, Mon
	Term Paper due
	Final exam

 


Current Issue Form

The purpose of these assignments is to introduce the student to current issues in the world of Biology.  The assigned topics are extremely general to encourage the student to look at subtopics that is of interests to him/her.  A computer with internet access is required.  

Students need to be prepared to report 1-2 of these current issues in class. 
Directions:

  For each assigned topic, follow the steps below:

1. Do a web search for the assigned topic. These are broad topics (so find something that is of interest to you).  Referring to the textbook may help to find more specific subtopics.    

2. Provide the required information on this form.

3. Provide the sites where you got your information.

Topic:________________________

Subtopic:_____________________

Website: _______________________

Summarize the issue: 

List 6 learning points:

Why is this topic relevant to the study of biology?

Current Issue form
