Syllabus: Chaminade University RE 338-90.  Fall 2002 On-line

Instructor: Dr. Mark Brasher (markbrasher@hotmail.com; voicemail: 381-6080)

Course description: Religion, Philosophy, and Social Ethics.    This course is designed to give students and Interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion, and philosophy. Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skill for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.

Course requirements:    Offered on-line, this course will involve reading and participating in discussion, facilitated through a course website, webboard and e-mail.   The student will be graded on the basis of answering e-mailed questions, participating in webboard discussions, and a final exam conducted on the campus of Chaminade.  As an upper-division, interdisciplinary course, the format will be somewhat similar to a seminar, emphasizing student participation and reading, guided by the instructor. 

Alternate format: In the unlikely event that the course website develops technical problems, webboard work may be changed to e-mail circulated discussions at the discretion of the instructor.  If this were to occur you would be notified as soon as possible and provided complete instructions about the the alternative format for the discussion.    While multiple, redundant measures are taken to prevent any data loss on the website or of e-mail, it remains the student's responsibility to make and keep a copy of each e-mail and posting they submit for the course (requiring less than a minute, this ensures no loss of work).

Course Topic:  Plurality and tolerance are two essential aspects of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion and philosophy.  Our exploration of this topic will be grounded in the assigned readings from Ian Markham’s Plurality and Christian Ethics. (Although the title indicates a Christian perspective, the book and our discussions are not limited to the perspective of Christianity alone, though it is historically important in the West.)

  

Course readings:
        Textbook:  Plurality and Christian Ethics by Ian S. Markham (Seven Bridges Press, New York: 1999 ISBN 1889119067)

        Instructor’s explanations and background information on each topic (on the website)

        Discussion webboard with discussions led by instructor and led by students

Course website:
The course homepage can be accessed at:  http://www.markbrasher.net/re338 

Registered students will receive an ID and password in order to access the site and participate in the webboard.   Students having access problems should call the instructor immediately.   It is the student's responsibility to protect and not to lose their own password.  Repeated loss of password will result in a deduction of points. 

Grading:
        33% Credit for postings on the two discussion boards (instructor led / student led)

        33% Final Exam

        33% Answers to weekly e-mailed questions on current reading

·  Alternate grading for students opting to do a term paper*: 

· 50% = webboard / e-mailed questions / final (equally weighted)

· 50% = term paper (1/2 rough draft, 1/2 final draft)

* This upper-division course is appropriate for interactive discussion and learning, however, students who are very, very good at research and writing may OPT to do a term paper for the course.  If a student opts for the paper, it will comprise 50% of the course grade and the other parts will make up the other 50%.   Deadlines for topic, outline, rough, final must be followed, so a student must choose to do a paper by the beginning of week 3.   (Topic: week 3; Outline: week 5; Rough: week 7; Final draft: week 10.)    E-mail the instructor for further information or to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of opting to do a term paper for the course. 

Conduct:
Each student should be aware of the code of conduct described in Chaminade University’s Catalog and further explained in the student handbook.  These rules are also available on the course website.  Students who violate these rules are subject to the consequences deemed appropriate by the university.  Basically, the code requires students and teachers to treat each other with respect at all times and to be honest when presenting any work (no plagiarism).  During this course, students who violate the code may be reprimanded, referred to the university administration or expelled from the course as appropriate to the particular situation.   In an on-line course it is especially important that each student do his or her own work.  Students fraudulently submitting work by others will fail the course and face further discipline by the university administration.  (Deliberate damage done to the website may also result in criminal charges brought by the service provider as some forms of unauthorized access and alteration of electronic data violates state and/or federal laws.)  During webboard or e-mail discussions, students must limit themselves to academic discussion only, attacks on persons, profanity or other inappropriate activities will be logged and followed up.   If you have any questions about honesty, plagiarism or any other conduct issue, you may ask the instructor, or the appropriate university administrator at any time.   



Chaminade University Pre-requisites for on-line courses are reproduced below, the course schedule follows, completing this syllabus.   This syllabus contains all information regarding this course, if you have any questions about any part of it you should ask the instructor.   If you are having any trouble accessing the website or lose the website information, call Chaminade University Evening program office (their number is in the directory or available through Directory Assistance) and ask the program coordinator for the instructor’s phone number in order to call immediately.  It is important for students never to fall behind schedule because of the continuous pace of on-line course participation.

Chaminade University’s Pre-requisite’s for on-line courses should be read by every student (accessible on-line at http://www.chaminade.edu/general.php3?articleno=419) :

(Overview)
On-line courses offer the opportunity to take classes using computer technology, primarily e-mail and the World Wide Web, to communicate with instructors as well as one another. Assignments, short lectures and discussions are conducted over the Internet on a regular basis. This method of learning offers motivated students with busy schedules the ability to participate in classes according to their own schedules. However, online courses are not a shortcut to credits. Online students must be willing to take responsibility for their own learning and have strong time management skills.

The following requirements must be met by all students registering for an online course:

        Equipment. Students must have access to a computer which is connected to the Internet. Internet access must be arranged prior to registration. At a minimum, students must have e-mail accounts and World Wide Web browsers.

        Technical Competency. All students are expected to be comfortable with basic Internet technology prior to the beginning of the term, including sending and receiving e-mail and attachments, navigating the Web, performing searches, and downloading files. Although some technical assistance may be available from instructors, students are responsible for obtaining any technical support necessary for successful completion of their online course. Students unsure of their technical competency should contact their prospective instructors prior to registering. A brief, free Internet tutorial can be found online at  http://jrbnt.vuse.vanderbilt.edu/workshops/ .

        First Class Meeting is no longer a requirement. Syllabi can be accessible through http://acad.chaminade.edu/online/

        Final Examinations. Face-to-face, in-person final examinations are required for all online courses.  (Students may take proctored final examinations at other times and locations by arrangement with their instructors, provided that such arrangements are made prior to the date on which final examinations are scheduled. Additional fees may be charged for proctored final exams.)

        Regular participation and time commitment. Students are required to respond to all posted assignments and participate regularly in online discussions with their instructors and fellow students. As in traditional, face-to-face classes, students should expect to spend three to four hours per week per credit earned in the class. While time requirements for individual students and courses may vary considerably, a typical three credit class will generally require a minimum of nine or ten hours per week.

        Once registered, a student's name remains on the class list to receive a grade at the end of the term. A student who fails to participate without officially withdrawing will receive an "F" or "FA" for the course. Withdrawals prior to the established deadline for each session may be made without grade penalty. The notation "W" is recorded. A student who fails to withdraw officially before the deadline and is failing the course for academic reasons and non-participation will receive the grade of "F" at the end of the session. Late registrations are included in this policy.

        It is particularly important to note that online courses generally require students to be more self-motivated and self-disciplined than traditional courses. Prospective students should contact instructors for more detailed information about requirements for specific courses.    

      (This is the end of excerpts from Chaminade pre-requisites.  
The complete text can be read at: http://www.chaminade.edu/general.php3?articleno=419 )

  



  
Course Schedule

Each week of the course you need to do four things:

1. Read the lecture notes online (NOTES) for the current topic and chapter.

2. Read the assigned chapter in the text.

3. Answer the chapter questions e-mailed to you.

4. Read the instructor webboard and reply, read the student webboard and post and reply.

Week 1:   October 7 – October 13

1. Introduction

· 
Notes (instructor's online lecture notes): Introduction to course, to topic, to text   

· 
Text  (Markham’s Plurality) reading: Chapter 1.  Questions e-mailed.

· 
Board (online webboards): Introductions.  Discuss topic, discuss chapter 1

  

Week 2:  October 14 – October 20

· 2. Background: Tolerance, Plurality and Secularism in the West

· Notes: Introduction to concepts of tolerance, plurality and secularism, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 2.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss concepts, discuss chapter 2.

 

Week 3: October 21 – October 27

3. Christianity and Pluralism

· Notes: Introduction to historical context and background of the problem in the west, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 3.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss western history of religion and plurality, discuss chapter 3.

  

Week 4: October 28 – November 3

4. The American Experienc

· Notes: Intro. to historical context and background of the American experience, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 6.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss American experience, discuss chapter 6

  

Week 5: November 4 – November 10

5.  Neuhaus' Model

· Notes: Introduction to Neuhaus’ approach, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 7.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss Neuhaus’ model, discuss chapter 7

  

Week 6: November 11 – November 17

6. God and Truth

· Notes: Introduction to issues at stake in conceptions of the divine and of truth, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 8.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss concepts, discuss chapter 8

  

Week 7: November 18 – November 24

7. Conditions for Rational Public Discourse

· Notes: Introduction to the idea of minimum conditions of possibility for discourse, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 9.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss conditions for public discourse, discuss chapter 9

  

Week 8: November 25 – December 1

8. Plurality and Theology

· Notes: Introduction to issues at stake in concepts of theology and pluralism, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Chapter 10.  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss theology, pluralism, discuss chapter 10

  

Week 9: December 2 – December 8

9. Plurality and Post-Modernism

· Notes: Introduction to the contemporary situation and plurality, overview of chapter

· Text reading: Concluding Chapter (“Plurality and Postmodernism”).  Questions e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss the situation today, discuss plurality, discuss Conclusion

  

Week 10: December 9 – December 15

10. Final Discussion: What is the role of religion in public discourse, politics and ethics?

· Notes: Introduction to developing your own conclusions

· Text reading: none.   Questions about your conclusons e-mailed.

· Board: Discuss the role of religion in public discourse, politics and ethics

  

Final Exam:  December 14 at Chaminade University main campus. 1-3 pm.

Note:  You will be asked to write an essay exam on the question of the best role for religion in public discourse, given all that you have read and discussed. 

End of course.

End of syllabus.  

 

