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COURSE DESCRIPTION IN GENERAL CATALOG:
Designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspective of theology, religion and philosophy.  Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy.

GOAL:  With a view toward  a deeper understanding, to be engaged both intellectually and existentially with some of the major ethical questions which confront modern society.  As always, we will apply the educational philosophy of  Marianist  Universities:     1)  educate  for  formation in faith,  2)  provide an integral quality education,   3) educate for family spirit, 4) educate for service, justice and peace, and 5) educate for adaptation and change.

OBJECTIVES:


1.
To objectively  examine  the  following questions of social ethics: a) community responsibility, b) our criminal justice  system,  c)  trust of  the  government,  d)  controversies created  by modern  medicine,   e) business ethics,  f) ethics and the military,  g) the ethical dilemmas of civil  litigation,  h)  the ethics of medical research, and i) the right to privacy vs. the right to know.

2.
To relate to these issues  the ideas and beliefs of some of the time honored thinkers of history, including the ancient Greeks, the Biblical writers, the writers on moral law, and the utilitarians.

3.
To develop an awareness of and appreciation for the rich diversity of religious and philosophical theories, traditions and experiences as they relate to contemporary social ethics.

4.
To hone our own interest in and ability to evaluate and make ethical decisions about public policy as well as personal choices.

5.
To improve our abilities to read, think, discuss and write skillfully.

6.
To actively participate in making this class both challenging and interesting.

REQUIREMENTS
1.
An inquisitive yet open mind and a sense of humor.

2.
Active participation in all web board discussions.

3.
Respect for the ideas and opinions of all others in the class.
4.
Completion of all reading and written assignments ON TIME.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1 \s 5
A one to two page reflection paper for each session on the assigned text readings.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
A six to eight page term paper on a major ethical issue of social importance. 

7.
Final in person essay exam.  For the final exam you will need to be familiar with the basic ideas of the four ethical traditions in the text.

READINGS:
Text:  Ethics in America Source Reader, edited by Lisa Newton

Various online resources

CD ROMS:
Nine videos have been put on CD’s and must be obtained from the office of the Accelerated Evening Program, 3140 Waialae Avenue, Henry Hall Rm. 204, Honolulu, HI 96816.

GRADING:
15%
discussion group postings

20% 
reflection papers  (see next page for particulars)

25% 
term paper (see next page for particulars)

40% 
final in person essay exam

A = 90 - 100%

C = 70 - 79%

F = 59% and below

B = 80 - 89%

D = 60 - 69%

I  = Incomplete 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the content of the course depending on the needs of the class.
TERM PAPER:
1.
Based on an ethical social issue related to one of the session topics.  If you would like to choose another topic, please consult with instructor. 

2.
Six to 8 pages of written material.   May be up to 10 pages, but no shorter than 6.

3.
Use at least five research sources, three of which may be from the Internet and one of which shall be an interview of a specialist.  Interview may be in person, by phone or e-mail.

4.
Discuss the major differing points of view and conclude with your own.

5.
Include the ethical and religious dimensions of the issue written about.

6.
Proposal for paper shall be e-mailed to instructor by session #6.

7.
Use MLA or APA format, including cites and reference list, double space and use proper grammar and punctuation.  See   http://owl.english.purdue.edu . 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FORM FOR TERM PAPER

HEADING
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Term Paper
Name

Date turned in

Title of Paper

REFLECTION PAPERS ON TEXT READINGS
1.
The purpose of your reflection paper is to show that you not only read the text material but that you reflected upon it and have attempted to focus on key questions you think the class should discuss.

2.
The reflection papers are due on or before the date of the session dealing with those readings.

3.
While doing the text readings you should jot down for your own reference ideas that impress you, things you disagree with, or questions you have.

4.
After you have completed the text readings, write one to two pages of your reflections on the readings using your reading notes per #3 above.

FORM FOR WEEKLY REFLECTION PAPER 

HEADING
Readings for Session No.         
Name

Date turned in

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STYLE

Typed



1" margins

Double spaced


Correct spelling, punctuation, grammar and sentence structure

                                                                                                                                                                    PLAGIARISM: Plagiarism is the offering of work of another as one’s own.  Plagiarism is a serious offense and may include, but is not limited to, the following:

LISTNUM 1 \l 1 \s 1
Complete or partial copying directly from a published or unpublished source (including the Internet) without proper acknowledgment to the author.  Minor changes in wording or syntax are not sufficient to avoid charges of plagiarism.  Proper acknowledgment of the source of a text is always mandatory.

LISTNUM 1 \l 1
Paraphrasing the work of another without proper author acknowledgment.

3.
Submitting as one’s own original work (however freely given or purchased) the original exam, research paper or manuscript, report, computer file, Internet information, or other assignment that has been prepared by another individual. 
LISTNUM 1 \l 1
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT IF YOU CHEAT DURING THE COURSE YOU WILL NOT BE PREPARED TO PASS THE FINAL EXAM WHICH WILL BE 40% OF YOUR GRADE.  TERM PAPERS WILL BE SCRUTINIZED FOR INTERNET COPYING.  IN ANY EVENT, WHO WOULD WANT TO PASS AN ETHICS COURSE BY CHEATING?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL RULES:

1.
I check my e-mail at least once a day and will answer questions promptly.

2.
Keep your e-mail short and to the point.

LISTNUM 2 \l 1 \s 3
Provide name and course identification on all messages, assignments and other communications. Students are encouraged to maintain the same e-mail address throughout the term. 

4.
Use the web board for discussion questions. 

5.
Reflection papers and term paper may be sent as attachments.

LISTNUM 2 \l 1 \s 6
E-MAIL ME IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE SYLLABUS.
